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(CONTINUED) 





[NEGOTIATIONS IN REGARD TO A New CHARTER AND FOR 
THE RECALL OF THE GRANT TO ARLINGTON AND 
CULPEPER, 1675-76. | 

[Printed, Burk’s History of Virginia, 11, appendex xxxiii, 
xxxiv, xli, xliii, xliv, xlv, lii, and Hening, II, 518-543. ] 
et 


[Qurera Est. For Mrs JupitH RANDOLPH. | 
[Printed, Va. Mag. Hist. and Biog., XIV, 269.] 





[CoMMISSION OF THOMAS LUDWELL AS SECRETARY 
OF STATE, 1668. ] 


[Printed, Va. Mag. Hist. and Biog., XIV, 354-356. The 
‘date given in the title is an error. The 28th year of Charles II, 


was 1675-6. ] 
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[CoMMISSION OF HERBERT JEFFRIES AS GOVERNOR OF 
VIRGINIA, NOVEMBER II, 1676. ] 


[Printed, Va. Mag. Hist. and Biog., X1V, 354-359. ] 


[Bacon’s REBELLION. ] 
A REVIEW, BREVIARIE AND CONCLUSION. 


[Printed, Burk’s History of Virginia, II, 250-253. ] 





[VINDICATION OF SIR WILLIAM BERKELEY. ] 
[Printed, Va. Mag. Hist. and Biog., V1, 139-144. Burk’s 
History of Virginia, U1, 259-264. | 


[LETTER FROM CHARLES II, TO GOVERNOR JEFFRIES IN 
REGARD TO THE CASE OF Mrs. DRUMMOND."] 


Charles R. 
Trusty and well beloved we greet you well having received 


a Report in Council from our Council in Trade and plantations 
upon the petition of Sarah Drummond Relict of Wm. Drum- 
mond late an inhabitant of Virginia Wherein they represent 





1 William Drummond, a Scotchman, who is described by his contem- 
poraries as a man of intelligence and high character, came to Virginia 
about the middle of the seventeenth century. In 1648 he received a 
lease of 25 acres of ‘‘The Governor's Land’”’ near Jamestown. In 1664 
Governor Berkeley, as representative of the proprietors of Carolina, 
appointed him governor of that colony. His administration, which 
ended in 1667, is described by Ashe, the North Carolina historian, as 
an admirable one. Though evidently a friend of Berkeley’s in 1664, 
a dispute arose between them in 1666, when Drummond made certain 
claims in regard to the ‘‘Governor’s Land.’’ The Burgesses declared 
they had no jurisdiction and the Council decided against him, and it is 
possible that the memory of this had some effect on him in 1676. 

Drummond was one of Bacon’s chief advisers and when Jamestown 
was destroyed he set fire to his own house, one of the best in the place, 
with his own hands. He owned a small farm near Jamestown; but 
appears to have done a prosperous business as au importing merchant 
in the town. In Berkeley’s proclamation of June, 1676, Drummond was 
exempted from pardon; but this was without effect at the time, as he 
appears to have accompanied Bacon in his various marches. After 
Bacon’s death and Berkeley’s return to York River, Drummond fled 
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unto us that they have read the said petition setting forth 
that the petitioner’s husband was after the late Rebellion in 
that our Colony taken stript and brought before Sir Will’m 





but was captured in Chickahominy Swamp. When taken, he.was car- 
ried before the Governor, then at Col. Bacon’s (Kings Creek, York 
county) and was greeted with a low bow and the words ‘‘ Mr. Drum- 
mond! you are very welcome, I am more glad to see you than any other 
man in Virginia, Mr. Drummond you shall be hanged in half an hour.”’ 
The sturdy Scotchman replied quietly ‘‘What your honor pleases.” 
From Col. Bacon’s he was removed, in irons, to Col. Bray’s, and a 
court-martial being convened, he was convicted within an hour after his 
arrival at Bray’s house and was sentenced to be hung at the Middle 
Plantation (Williamsburg) within four hours after condemnation. 

“*T. M.””. (Thomas Matthew) in his account of Bacon’s Rebellion, 
says that Mr. Drummond was a sober Scotch gentleman of good repute, 
and states that meeting him accidentally just as he (Matthew) was 
leaving town after the June Assembly ‘‘I advis’d him to be very wary, 
for he saw the Governor had put a brand upon him, he (gravely ex- 
pressing my name) answered ‘I am in over shoes, I will be over 
boots.’ ”’ 

The author of ‘‘Ingram’s Proceedings’’ says of Drummond, in that 
author’s pecular style, that he was ‘‘allways esteemed a Parson [person] 
of such enduements [endowments] when wisdom and honesty are 
contending for superiority, which rendered him one of that sort of 
people whose dementions are not to be taken, by the line of an ordinary 
capacity.” 

William Drummond’s whole estate was confiscated and his family 
reduced to want. Even a quantity of wine consigned to him was seized 
on ship-board by Sir John Berry, one of the English commissioners, and 
sold. Mrs Drummond, however, was a courageous and energetic woman, 
and immediately took steps to have the wrong done her repaired. On 
October 9, 1677, her petition was presented to the Lords of Trade and 
Plantations, and this body, on the petition and the evidence of Berry 
and Moryson, came to a decision entirely in her favor, and the royal 
order, in the text, was sent. The value of the wine, &c, seized by 
Berry was also ordered to be restored to her. In 1678, she commenced 
suit against Lady Berkeley as representative of her deceased husband. 
The result is not known. 

William and Sarah Drummond had several children, some of whose 
descendants in the male line were long resident of James City county. 
One daughter, Sarah, married Samuel Swann of Surry county, after- 
wards prominent in North Carolina. Another, Elizabeth, died in 1697, 
and was buried at Green Spring, whence her tomb has recently been 
removed to the churchyard at Jamestown. 
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Berkeley our then Governor there and by him immediately 
(tho’ in time of peace) was without laying anything to his 
Charge sentenced to dye by Martial Law altho’ he never bore 
arms or any military office not being permitted to answer for 
himself or received to tryal according to the known Laws of 
this our Kingdom but within four hours after Sentence being 
hurried away to Execution by the said Governor’s particular 
Order who before that time (upon some private Grudge) had 
vowed that the petitioner’s said Husband should not Live 
an Hour after he was in his power, That altho’ the said Wil- 
liam Berkeley did invest the Widows of the Rebels (that were 
either Killed or Executed) in their Husband’s Estate nay even 
the Widow of that grand Rebel Nathaniel Bacon the only 
person excepted by our pardon yet so great was the said 
Governor’s Inveteracy against the petitioners Husband that 
he not only tovk away his Life but caused his small plantation 
to be seized and given to himself by the Council his Goods to | 
be removed and embezeled and for it the Petitioner with her ‘ 
five small Children to fly from their plantation and wander in the 
Deserts and Woods till they were ready to Starve, but at the Arri- 
val of our Commissioners (upon giving security) the petitioners 
was by their Charitable Compassions reinvested in the said planta- 
tion and a small remainder of her said Husband’s personal Estate 
until such time as our pleasure should be known without which she 
and her five Children must inevitably have perished. And there- 
fore humbly praying since her said Husband was sentanced and 
put to Death contrary to the Laws of this our Kingdom and since 
we were pleased to grant him our pardon (among many others) 
in case he had been culpable that we would please to order the 
petitioner to be restored unto and confirmed in whatever Estate 
was taken from her Husband as aforesaid particularly to her 
plantation and the crop now upon it. And that the security 
given to abide our pleasure may be cancelled and given up. 
And our said Council further representing that they have dis- 
coursed with our Trusty and well beloved Sir John Berry and 
Colo. Morryson our said late Commissioners for the Affairs 
of that our Colony touching the truth of our petitioner’s Alle- 
gation and find the case in all the parts thereof to be very 
deplorable. We have hereupon thought fit to Signifie our 
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pleasure unto you And to require and Authorize you our Lieut. 
Governor and Council of Virginia to give all Sort of Assistance 
for the quieting the said Sarah Drummond in the possession 
of all she hath and Enjoyment of the present Crops as also in 
the remedy of what she is not hitherto restored unto or the 
value thereof in whose hands soever the same may be found 
But our pleasure is that the security she hath given be not 
cancel’d but that you cause her to give such further security for 
what else may be restored unto her as you our said Lieut. 
Governor and Council there shall think fit and so to remain 
until they receive our final determination upon the whole Matter 
and so we bid you farewell. Given at our Court at Whitehall 
the 22d Day of October 1677 in the 29th Year of our Reign. 


By his Majesty’s Command, 
H. CovENTrRY. 


To our Trusty and well beloved Herbert Jeffries Esq’r Our 
Lieut. Governor and the Council of our Colony of Virginia 
in the West Indies. 





[LETTER FROM Francis Moryson To THoMAs LUDWELL, 
LONDON, NOVEMBER 28, 1677. | 


[Printed, Burk’s History of Virginia, I1, 265-270. ] 


ab 
[GovERNOR HERBERT JEFFREYS vs. CoL. PHILIP LUDWELI 
IN THE GENERAL CourT OF VIRGINIA, December, 1677. ] 


By the Right Hon’ble Herbert Jeffries Esq’r Governor &c. 





? Philip Ludwell, a native of Bruton, in the county of Somerset, and 
brother of Thomas Ludwell, long Secretary of State of Virginia, came 
to the Colony about the middle of the seventeenth century, and was 
long a man of prominence. 

He was appointed member of the Council in 1675, was deputy secre- 
tary, 1675-1677, and Governor of North Carolina, 1689-1694. He was 
one of the small circle of Governor Berkeley’s intimate friends, which 
likewise included Edward Hill, Robert Beverley, and a few other men 
of prominence. Berkeley felt and showed extreme bitterness towards 
the commissioners sent from England to suppress Bacon’s Rebellion, a 
feeling shared by his friends. For some years a considerable part is 
played in Virginia history by the differences between successive gover- 
nors and their councillors on one side, and the former friends of Berkeley 
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Governor 

adversus Gentlemen. 
Colo. em 

You are this day met in Order to the Examination of Evi- 
dences which I have produced against one who hath been of this 
Honourable Council and Indeed is guilty of such Crimes which 
I am ashamed should proceed from a person once invested with 
such Honour and therefore before I proceed to the particular 
Matter I shall tell you that it has been the Care of the parlia- 
ments to preserve the person of his Majesty as also of the 
Lords and others his Majesty’s Officers and Ministers from all 
Malicious contrivances compassings or Reproachings For it is 
Evident that the great Mischiefs which happened in the late 
civil war in our Country did arise from the Malicious Speeches 
of divers persons to raise a dislike First of his Majesty’s person 
then of the Lords and great Men so of the Government For 
we find that as it is Treason to contrive to Murther his Majesty’s 
person so it is to slay the Chancellor Treasurer or King’s 
Justices nay the Law is so strict for preservation of such great 
men in Authority that if any man should draw a Weapon on 
any Judge or Justice in Execution of his Office it is a misprison 
of Treason for which the Offender shall lose his Right hand 
and forfeit Lands and Goods and Suffer perpetual Imprison- 
ment And the Statute of the 13th of our present King Charles 
the Second Chap’r ist is intitled for preservation of his Maj- 
esty’s person and Government and thereby it is Enacted that if 
any person shall Maliciously express publish or declare any 
words to incite and stir up the people to hatred and dislike of 
his Majesty or the Established Government shall be disabled to 
enjoy any place Office or promotion either Civil or Military as 
also suffer such further punishment Inflicted by Common or 
Statute Law. 





on the other. Curiously the latter had the support of the House of 
Burgesses as maintainers of colonial rights. The only action taken by 
the English government as a result of the trial here printed was the 
dismissal of Ludwell from the Council. Some years later he was 
restored. 

A long sketch of the career of Philip Ludwell was published in this 


Magazine, I, 174-178. 
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I therefore here present to you that Colo. Philip Ludwell out 
of an unbounded Malice against me his Majesty’s Lieut. and 
Representative here in this Colony and out of the dislikes of 
his Majesty’s Government here Established did speak the Sev- 
eral Words proved against him which Words as I conceive and 
may be evident to this Honourable Council proceeded from a 
premeditated Malice in him and I doubt not but that it will appear 
to you that he hath all along a wicked & Malicious Contemner 
of his Majesty’s Authority in me and my fellow Commissioners 
since our arrival here Being sent by his Majesty to salve the 
breaches of this so miserable disordered Country And altho’ I 
presume it is well known to you with what great care and Circum- 
spection we proceaded in Obedience to his Majesty’s Commands 
yet he most Maliciously contrived and penned a Letter (a Coppy 
whereof was accidently discovered) by which he contemned 
and despised the aforesaid Commissioners speaking Evil of 
their Authority and Actions, And altho’ he seemed outwardly 
sorry for the Malicious penning of that Letter yet it appears that 
his Malice did not end there for having a long time lain hid in his 
Breast as not coming to my knowelege and when I least doubted 
of him who so lately had expressed his Sorrow for what was 
past I then met with the whole information exhibited not before 
you and to set forth his Malice the greater I must tell you that 
if the often reiterating of what now is produced and his often 
urging it should be declared to me had not constrained those to 
whom it was spoke to acquaint me therewith his Malice might 
not have been discovered unto me until this time And indeed I 
conceive those offences are much greater in him than in a 
private person for he as a Councellor owed a Double respect to 
his Majesty’s Authority in my Government here. 

But since he hath been admitted to so great a trust I do in 
Honour to his Majesty’s Council for this Colony not bring him 
publickly to the seat of Justice for a Tryal but have thus con- 
vened a private Court and do Expect that you should proceed 
in the Examination of the Depositions Exhibited against the 
said Colo. Ludwell and of all other Evidences and of all the 
Circumstances of the whole Matter And it is further Expected 
and required from you that you do severally give your Opinions 
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in writing how far he is Guilty touching the Contemning his 
Majesty’s Authority in me and what punishments he deserves 
in Justice for such his Contempt and also how far he is liable 
of defaming Scandalizing and Otherwise abusing my particular 
good Name and Reputation And what damages he ought to 
Suffer for such my personal Scandal to the End and purpose 
his Majesty’s most sacred Majesty may have the full Account 
of this Matter And that I may have reparation for such abuses 
to me offered as is Just and suitable to my Quality And being 
confident of your great Justice and Integrity that you will not 
do less or Otherwise than person so Qualified I leave you to 
your more serious Considerations of what is here set forth or 
shall be brought before you in this Cause and so remain. 


Your most Affectionate Servant, 


Herbert Jefferies. 


Given at James City the 20 of December 1677. 
Recorded # Henry Hartwell Clerk Court. 


To the Hon’ble Jeffries Esq’r Governor &c. 


In Obedience to your Honor’s Command the Council have 
maturely considered of the way for the trial of the Matter 
against Colo. Philip Ludwell to the End that there may be 
Justice and Right done in the Cause and taking in their Con- 
sideration in what Method they ought to proceed and having 
seriously Viewed and considered your Honour’s Commission 
and also the Commission of Sir Wm. Berkeley by which it 
appears that there is none of the Quorum but the Governor and 
that in the Absence of the Governor the Council or any four 
of them are to nominate one pro tempore to preside And the 
Council on Consideration of the whole Matter are of one unani- 
mous Opinion that it is the most Legal and Safest way for the 
Council to nominate one to preside pro tempore and accordingly 
the Council made Choice of the Honourable Sir Henry Chicheley 
and humbly pray your Honour to confirm Sir Henry Accord- 
ingly to the End that there may be a proceeding in the said 
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Cause and Justice and Right which is the Earnest desire of 
Right Honourable. 


Your most faithfull and humble Servants 


Rowland Place,’ Nathaniel Bacon, 
Ralph Wormley, Daniel Park, 
Richard Lee, Nicholas Spencer, 
John Custis, Joseph Bridger, 

William Cole. 


By the Governor and Captain General of Virginia. 

According to the within written request of the Hon’ble Coun- 
cil of State of Virginia I do confirm the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Chichelev President of the Council in the Cause depending 
betwixt our Sovereign Lord the King, myself, and Colo. Philip 
Ludwell. Given under my hand this 26 Day of March 1678. 


Herbert Jeffreys. 
Recorded # Henry Hartwell Clerk Council. 


To the Right Hon’ble Herbert Jeffreys Esq’r Governor and 
Captain General of Virginia. 

This Board have with Serious and mature consideration in- 
quired into the Charge exhibited by your ,Honour against 
Colonel Philip Ludwell and have fully heard what the Council 
on both sides could say and perused the Statutes by them 
Quoted and Compared the Evidences by them produced by all 
which to us it seems that the words spoken by Colo. Philip 
Ludwell against your Honour are highly Scandalous and for the 
proceedings it is our Opinion that a Jury be impaneled to 





® Rowland Place was appointed to the Council in 1675. He was of 
Dimsdale, Yorkshire, England, was born in 1642, and returning to Eng- 
land, died in 1713. He married Priscilla, daughter of Sir John Brooks 
of Norton, Yorkshire, Bart. (Familiae Minorum Gentium, ll, 921.) 

John Custis (1st) of “‘Arlington,’’ Northampton county, Virginia, was 
born in 1630, appointed to the Council in 1677, and died January 29, 
1696. He was one of the major generals of the Virginia militia. 

Sketches of the other councillors present have been published in this 
Magazine. 
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inquire into it being the Right of all English Subjects for we 
cannot in any case be Judges and Jurors too. 


Rowland Place, Henry Chicheley, 
Ralph Wormeley, Nath’! Bacon, 
Rich’d Lee, Daniel Park, 
John Custis, Nicholas Spencer, 
Augus. Warner, Joseph Bridger, 


William Cole. 
Recorded # Henry Hartwell Clerk Council. 


Interragatories to be given in the Cause between our Sover- 
eign Lord the King and the Right Hon’ble the Governor of 
Virginia Plaintiffs and Colo. Philip Ludwell Defendant. 

1. Do you know Colo. Philip Ludwell in the Intergatorys 
named how long have you known him declare the truth upon 
your Oath. 

2. Was you not at the House of Colonel Philip Ludwell the 
2oth day of November 1677 in Glocester what time of that day 
came you thither and on what Occasion declare the truth upon 
your Oath. 

3. Did not you hear the said Colonel Ludwell say being fresh 
sober and without provocation that the present Governor Colo. 
Jeffries had done him several Injuries that he had refused to sign 
to him the said Ludwell a Dedimus potestatem and that he had 
refused to sign in his Behalf an Execution against Ingram and 
therefore the said Governor was perjured for that he had done 
injustice delayed Justice and broke four or five of the principal 
Laws in this Country how many times did he repeat this declare 
the truth upon Oath. 

4. Did not you hear the aforesaid Ludwell say that he would 
prove and Justifie every particular mentioned in the aforesaid 
Inter. and that he was glad he had met with John Seayes 
for he was sure he would acquaint the Governor with what he 
said in which if he did not he would make a Journey on purpose 
to the other side of the River and did he not say he would 
speak it in all Companies that it might come to the Governor’s 
Ears for he had spoken it in divers Companies and it was for the 
good of the Country and he would put his Neck upon it and 
Justifie it with his Blood. 
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5. Did he not say that Colo. Jeffries was a pitiful little fellow 
with a perriwig that he had done nothing but injustice since his 
arrival here and that he had broke more Laws in Six Months, 
than Sir Wm. Berkeley in 35 Years Government. 

6. Did he not say that the present Governor Jeffries was a 
worse Rebel than Bacon for that he had broke the Laws of this 
Country which Bacon never did. 

7. Did not you often hear him repeat the aforesaid discourse 
and did not you desire him several times to talk on some other 
discourse and did he not refuse saying he would never leave 
until he had given an Account thereof to some great persons in 
England for if every pitiful fellow that came in Governor to 
Virginia had Liberty to break the Laws of this Country as they 
had done the posterity would be ruined which he would never 
Suffer Declare the truth upon your Oath. 

8. Did he not say that he being accused of a Letter he had 
writ for England had since writ one six times worse and there- 
fore asked what Judgement we had then. 

g. What other Circumstances of the said Ludwell’s discourses 
you can remember declare it particularly to the best of your 
Knowledge and forget not the Oath you have taken and the 
Interest of his Majesty and his Governor. 


Recorded # Henry Hartwell, Clerk Court. 


The Answer of John Seayes to the Intergatories put to him 
by the Right Honourable the Governor in a difference between 
him and Colonel Philip Ludwell. 

To the first he says he has known Colo. Philip Ludwell seven 
Years or thereabouts. 

To the Second he says being at Mr. John Throgmorton’s 
house on the 20th of December and being destitute of a horse 
and having Occasion to talk with Colo. Philip Ludwell on Busi- 
ness relating to the Estate of Mr. Hugh Nevett deceased and 
believing him to be his Friend he declared he would go to Colo. 
Ludwell’s House and would not only do his Business with him 
on the Behalf aforesaid but would likewise request the favour of 
him to set him over the River or lend him a Horse. 

To the third he saith at his coming to the House of Colo. Philip 
Ludwell and at the drinking part of a Flaggon of Syder which 
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he was pleased to call for, he began to complain of Several In- 
juries done him by the present Governor Herbert Jefferies Esq’r 
and desired him the Deponent to say whether he had not refused 
to sign a dedimus protestatem against Ingram and Walklate to 
which this Deponent answered that the said Dedimus protes- 
tatem being presented to the Governor he refused to sign it, 
And as to the Execution against Ingram he said he knew noth- 
ing of it, but he doubted not the Governor would answer any 
thing he had done in that Case, and he did immediately say that 
the Governor was perjured that he had done injustice delayed 
Justice and had broke four or five of the laws of this Country. 

To the fourth Colo. Ludwell did say, that he would prove and 
Justifie every particular aforesaid, and that he was glad he had 
met with this Deponent for he was sure he would acquaint the 
Governor and that if he did not he would come over the River 
on purpose to speak it in such Company as it should be sure to 
come to his Ears, and that he would put his Neck upon it, and 
Justifie it with his Blood. 

To the fifth Colo. Ludwell did say that Colo. Jeffreys was a 
pitiful Little Fellow with a perriwig fellow I call him says he for 
he has broke more Laws in Six Months time than Sir Wm. 
Berkeley Did in 35 Years Government which he could say for 
Sir Wm. Berkeley altho’ he had no Obligation from him. 

To the Sixth Colo. Ludwell did say that Colo. Jeffreys was a 
worse Rebel than Bacon for he had broke the Laws of this Coun- 
try which Bacon never did. 

To the seventh, Colo. Ludwell did several times repeat that 
the Governor was perjured for he had broke several Laws of 
this Country, contrary to his Oath and that he would stand for 
the Interest of the Country which was all he aimed at, for if that 
every pitiful fellow that came in Governor to this Country had 
Liberty to break the Laws as this had Done his Children nor no 
Man’s Else could be safe in the title or Estate left them. 

To the Eighth Colo. Ludwell did say that he had been accused 
for writing a Letter formerly which had made a great Noise but 
that he had writ one since, six times worse of which there was no 
Notice taken. 

To the Ninth he cannot remember any more circumstances 
only that Colo. Jeffreys was not worth a Groat in England and 
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that he had better Friends at Court than he had and he would 


not forbear speaking in this Cause for it was for the Interest of 
this Country. 


Signed this 26 day of March, 1678. 


John Seayres. 
Sworn before us this 26 of March, 1678. 


August Warner, 

Mathew Kemp, 

Philip Lightfoot, 

Henry Whiting. 
Recorded #% Henry Hartwell, Clerk Council. 


The Answer of Mr. John Throgmorton to the Intergatories 
put to him by the Right Hon’ble the Governor in the Difference 
depending between him and Colo. Philip Ludwell Esq’r. 


To the first he answers he has known Colo. Ludwell about 
Seven or Eight Years. 

To the Second, That it was about 10 or Eleven o’Clock that 
Mr. Seayres and myself came to Colo. Ludwell’s House the 20th 
of November about Settling of an Account. 

To the third, he did believe that Colo. Ludwell had been 
Drinking and without provocation Colonel Ludwell did say that 
if Herbert Jeffries be sworn Governor of Virginia then by his 
Oath he is to do Justice and not to delay it which he hath not 
done and therefore he is perjured for he hath broken three or 
four of our best Laws in Virginia and in one I will Instance 
which is denying to sign a Dedimus to which Mr. John Seayres 
made answer that he was then present when the Governor de- 
nyed it to that Colo. Ludwell replied that he would be a good 
Evidence for him in that Case and Colo. Ludwell said the Gov- 
ernor refused to sign an Execution of Doctor Gwyn’s against 
Ingram. 

To the fourth that Colo. Ludwell said he told it to Mr. Seayres 
that he should acquaint the Governor with it, and that he had 
spoke it on the other side the River. 

To the fifth that Colo. Ludwell did say that Sir Wm. Berkeley 
Governed this Country 35 Years yet in that time he hath not 
done so much injustice as this man hath done in 6 Months as to 
the breach of the Laws. 
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To the Sixth he answers negatively. 

To the Seventh, that Colo. Ludwell did report some part of 
the aforesaid Discourse as to the breach of the Laws two or 
three times over and that he desired Colo. Ludwell to desist 
from that discourse and talk of somewhat else and that he said 
he would write home to some person of Quality about it and 
that Colo. Ludweli did say that if our Laws be broken our pos- 
terity will be ruined. 

To the Eighth, there was something spoken of by Colo. Lud- 
well about the Letter that was taken up and so Colo. Ludwell 
thought that made the Governor so unkind to him. 

To the Ninth. Ido not remember any other discourse that 
had refference to this Business but what I have already declared. 

John Throgmorton. 


Sworn before us this 26 of March, 1678. 
Aug. Warner, 


Math. Kemp, 

Phil. Lightfoot, 

Henry Whiting. 
Recorded # Henry Hartwell, Clerk Council. 


Griff Jones of Middlesex County sworn upon behalf of our 
Sovereign Lord the King and Herbert Jeffries Esq’r Governor 
of Virginia as against Colo. Philip Ludwell Saith, 

That he this Deponent being at New Kent Court in the month 
of July to his remembrance and there then depending a certain 
suit depending between the said Colo. Ludwell and one George 
Walklate who had a protection from the Right Honourable the 
Governor aforesaid until his Majesty’s pleasure the same coming 
in Discussion and debate to that Court whether the same should 
be allowed or not the Court was pleased to refer this Question to 
the Deponent whereupon the protection was Read and it ap- 
peared that the said Walklate had Complied with the said pro- 
tection according to the Governor’s Order this Deponent replied 
then to the Court that the King might lay a non obstante but 
could not dispense with an Act of Parliament and therefore he 
supposed the protection to be good upon which the said Colo. 
Ludwell replied to the Court that if they allow’d the Governor’s 
protection to be good they must allow and own the said Gov- 
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ernor to rule by an Arbitrary power whereupon the said Court 


did disallow of the said Protection. 
Griff Jones. 
Sworn before us the 26 of March 1678. 
August Warner, 


Mathew Kemp, 

Philip Lightfoot, 

Henry Whiting. 
Recorded # Henry Hartwell Clerk Council. 


To the Right Hon’ble Sir Henry Chicheley Knight President 
and the Hon’ble Council of State. 


The Humble Answer of Philip Ludwell. 


Whereas I have by your Honour’s favour and Justice received 
a Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon’ble Herbert Jeffries 
Esq’r Governor &c., Containing in it the Nature of an informa- 
tion or Charge against me of high misdemeanor committed 
against the Authority of his Majesty’s Government here and also 
such time as your Honours thought meet for my Answer to the 
same which in all humility I here present to you as far as the 
nature of the Charge will allow me it being in general Terms 
and I altogether unacquainted with the import of these Evi- 
dences taken against me mentioned in the said Letter or Charge 
I most humbly desire that if it shall be found necessary upon the 
opening the Dedimus and Examination of the Evidences by 
Virtue thereof that I may have Liberty and time allowed me for 
a further answer to what may be objected against me. 

I humbly conceive it may be allowed that a Man may speak 
his own Merits without Vanity especially where Life or Estate or 
which ought to be more dear Reputation is concerned [| shall 
therefore humbly beg your Honour leave to give you a short 
View of my Services and then of my Sufferings for those Ser- 
vices to preserve the Authority of his Majesty in this Country in 
the person of Sir Wm. Berkeley his Majesty’s Governor, &c., 
aud for the Interest of the whole Country which I doubt not will 
appear to all the World without contradiction that I was with 
Sir Wm. Berkeley and Consequently followed and obeyed him 
from the very beginning to the End of the Rebellion I am confi- 
dent cannot be denied and humbly hope no fault can appear 
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against me in any Station during those times It will also appear 
that when Sir Wm. Berkeley had not (by the General Defection) 
one foot of Ground on the Western Shore, he could with Safety 
stand on I was one of the five that accompanied him to Acco- 
mack where we had not long been but Bacon pursues us with 
Capt. Larimore’s Ship with 16 Guns in her, a Small Bark with 
4 Guns and a Sloop in all which were 250 well Armed Men 
under the command of Mr. Giles Bland and Capt. Wm. Carver 
the latter being a very good Seaman a Stout resolute Fellow 
and also a Vessel of about 90 Tuns being newly come in which 
Mr. Bland seized in his Voyage over and made prize by Bacon’s 
Law and for his Service Whilst Affairs stand in this miserable 
Condition God Almighty gave a Signal token of his mercy to us 
by stirring up Honest Capt. Larimore to promote his Majesty’s 
Interest by the preservation of this Country by sending a Note 
privately on Shore to the Governor that if he would send him 
some force he would deliver up the Ship to him which the Gov- 
ernor suspecting from the I!l Character unjustly given him of 
Capt. Larymore’s Loyalty commanded my Advice what was 
best to be done in this conjuncture of time and I advised him to 
accept of the Offer because our Condition was every way as des- 
perate as that seemed to be and Consequently no Choice left us 
and offered myself to go on board so on my humble request the 
Governor presently gave me a Commission for it with which I 
went down immediately to the water side and with 26 Men be- 
sides myself in two small Boats got on Board the Ship took her 
and the other Vessels with all their Force disarmed the Men and 
send Mr. Bland and Carver on Shore prisoners with as many of 
the other as we thought Convenient. 

Thus have I given your Honour a brief account of this piece 
of Service which tho’ it wants many of its Just Circumstances I 
fear may seem tedious to you but I humbly beseech your 
Honour to consider the benefit that in all Likelyhood accrewed 
by this fatal Blow to Bacon’s designs for with this force he must 
be concluded absolute Master of every Man’s fortune in this 
Country and with that every Merchants Ship that came in of 
which there were twenty before his Majesty’s Ships arrived and 
altho’ some of the Merchant’s Ships arrived were of considerable 
force yet coming in without any Notice which they could not 
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have but by Miracle might easily have been surprized If this 
had happened then I beseech your Honour to consider whether 
this might not have put his Majesty’s Ships in some hazard Con- 
sidering that altho’ Sir John Berry is without all doubt a Gen- 
tleman of unquestionable Conduct and Courage and would not 
have valued such a greater Number in a larger Room yet being 
in a Narrow River whether Bacon might not have burnt or 
Otherwise have distressed them ’tis possible it may be said that 
when his Majesty’s forces appeared Bacon would have resigned 
the Likelyhood whereof may be guessed by those oaths he im- 
posed on the people to oppose any forces his Majesty should 
send in and also by his declarations to the people but I shall 
leave this to your better Consideration. 

Besides this (most Honoured Gentlemen) I do aver that after 
my coming into York River from Accomack by another Order 
from Sir Wm. Berkeley I was the prime Cause of taking and 
securing four of the Enemy’s Sloops which was all the Vessels 
they had but one small Ship which we had also secured had she 
not been removed two days before and hauled up where we 
could not come at her this was no small discouragement to the . 
Enemy neither was it performed without great hazard as many 
can witness. 

I doubt not most honoured Sir but most of you here know I 
was never wanting at all times to oppose the Rebels all I could 
with all Diligence hazard and hardship I will not presume to 
trouble you further with this but humbly beg your patience 
while I say something of my Sufferings for my thus serving his 
Majesty under the Command and Conduct of his Governor Sir 
Wm. Berkeley according to my duty and Allegiance, the 
ruinous Condition I was left in I suppose is not unknown to 
your Honours here present and I am sure to many in the Coun- 
try besides being plundered of all within their Reach both with- 
out and within Doors besides my Books and papers to a Con- 
siderable Value. 

Yet I give God thanks I was not so much concerned at this 
(tho’ their Malice reached to all that had relation to me) as I 
was Joyful for the happy restoration of the Country having the 
fairer hopes of such a Settlement as that we might enjoy the 
poor remains of our fortunes in peace and that the Laws might 
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have their former Vigour (which for some Months had been 
wholly laid by) so as by them every Man might recover what 
should be found in Justice to belong to him. 

But I did not long enjoy the Effects of these hopeful conside- 
rations for altho’ I applied myself as Early as any except Colo. 
Bridger yet it pleased the Right Hon’ble the Governor to take 
out of my hand the Collectors place of York River the only 
little support left for myself and family which I held by Sir Wm. 
Berkeley’s Commission the Cause whereof I do not yet know. 

Upon consideration that by the Act of the grand Assembly all 
persons were left liable to be sued for trespasses committed in 
the time of Rebellion I commenced my Actions against some of 
the principal of those that plundered me, but was hindered in 
the prosecution by a protection granted to George Walklate 
contrary to the express Words of the Laws of this Country and 
many Statutes of England. 

Moreover when in Order to making my proofs I desired a 
Dedimus potestatem for the Examination of Witnesses It was 
denied me by which means tho’ I had Judgment Granted me 
the last Assembly for a small part of what I lost Yet I could not 
have Judgment for my papers and Books taken with my Goods 
to the Value of near 40,000 Ib. Tobacco for want of Evidence a 
great part of which Tobacco I must pay to other people or go 
to Jail as being Security for an under Sheriff who died in the 
time of his Collection which place I was forced for the Re- 
mainder of his time to manage the best I could for my Security 
and had with much Care and pains procured the Bills and Ac- 
counts by which I should have received the Tobacco to pay 
those Debts for which Judgment doth daily pass against me in 
the Court which makes the Loss double Now I do humbly be- 
seech your Honours to believe me thus far that it is a great 
Trouble upon my Spirits beyond all my Losses that I stand here 
before your Honours as a Contemner of that Authority to main- 
tain which I have severely suffered and I do further desire you 
belief that I take no pleasure in recounting these misfortunes 
but could heartily have wished none of them had happened and 
do further humbly desire that if there shall be anything found in 
those depositions by which it shall appear to your Honours I 
have done anything derogating from the Honour of his Majes- 
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ty’s Governor and Government here you will be pleased to 
consider the great Exasperations I had which possibly might 
raise me by their continued Course to that height of passion as 
to speak those things which on a better Consideration a calmer 
Temper I should not have done and which I shall most readily 
and humbly acknowledge when it appears I hope Gentlemen if 
the strictest Enquiry be made into my past Life and considera- 
ation in this Country I shall be fonnd no other than a true and 
faithful Subject to his Majesty especially in these times of our 
Troubles without any other design God Almighty is my Witness 
that I know of than discharging my Duty and Allegiance as 
I ought. 

As to what the Right Hon’ble the Governor is pieased to 
charge me with concerning a Letter casually lost and discovered 
to him I think it hard that the Letter should now be brought as 
an Aggravation against me in this Cause having laid still so long 
and nothing said of it neither doth it ever appear it has been 
mentioned in England I do not well remember it but since it is 
so reflected on I humbly desire A Copy of that Letter may be 
laid before your Honours and am most Confident there will not 
be found a word in it of his Majesty’s Commissioners spoken 
but will respect and shall further beg your Honours will be 
pleased to give your Opinions of it in General being writ only 
to a private Gentlemen And now most honoured Gentlemen 
being well assured of your Justice and Integrity I shall in all 
humility lay my Condition before you for your serious Consider- 
ations and desire that you will please to weigh well the Import 
of these Depositions against me but I fear I hold your Honours 
too long and shall therefore humbly rest in hope that there will 
be nothing found whereby it may be thought that I have 
Injured any of a Malicious Intent But if it shall appear that any 
follies have causally been committed in time past I hope this 
may be amended for the future by 


Your Honours Most humble and most 
Obedient Respondent, 


March 28, 1678. Philip Ludwell. 
Recorded #% Henry Hartwell Clerk Council. 


We the Jurors being sworn to examine the Complaint of the 
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Right Honourable the Governor against Colonel Philip Ludwell 
having thoroughly examined all Evidences and weighed all 
Circumstances do give Verdict as to the Charge against him for 
abusing the Authority of his Majesty we find him not Guilty but 
we find the said Colonel Philip Ludwell guilty of Scandalizing 
the Governor by saying that he was perjured and had broke 
several Laws And we also find that the Law of this Country 
confirmed by a president of the General Court gives such incon- 
siderable Damage which we think too small for so great an 
Offence but being a point of Law we leave it to the Hon’ble 


Court. 
Southey Littleton,‘ Foreman. 


Recorded # Henry Hartwell Clerk of Court. 





Sir Thomas Littleton, K. B. of Frankley, Worcestershire, the famous 
judge and author of the Zenures, was the great-grandfather of Sir 
Edward Littleton of Henley, Shropshire, Chief Justice of North Wales, 
who married Mary, daughter of Sir Edward Walter of Ludlow, also 
Chief Justice of North Wales, and dying in 1621, left issue: (1) Edward, 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 1629, and Lord Keeper, 1640, created 
Baron Littleton of Mounsloe, 1641, and died Augugt 27, 1645. (2) Wil- 
liam, sergeant-at-law. (3) James, fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, 
died unmarried, 1645. (4) William (a second son of the name), married, 
but left no male issue. (5) John, fellow of All Souls College, Master 
of the Temple until ejected in 1644, as being in the King’s army. (6) 
Nathanie/. (7) Sir Timothy. (8) Samuel, died unmarried. 

CoL. NATHANIEL LITTLETON, is referred to in the family pedigree 
book, in the possession of Lord Hatherton, as ‘‘Nathaniel emigrated to 
Virginia in 1635, a gentleman of the Earl of Southampton’s Company 
in the Low Countries, 1625.’’ He settled at Nandua Creek, now in 
Accomac. In 1640 he was Commander and Chief Magistrate of North- 
ampton county; was appointed to the Council in 1641, and until his 
death in 1654, was the foremost man on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 
He married Anne, widow of Charles Harmar, and daughter of Henry 
Southey Esq. In 1643 the Court of Accomac granted.-a certificate for 
land to ‘‘Mrs. Anne Littleton in right of her father Henry Southey 
Esqr., Eldy his wife, Henry Southey his child, Thomas, Mary, Eliza- 
beth Southey and others.” On November to, 1655, the certificate was 
renewed to Mrs. Littleton for the names of Henry Southey Esgqr, Eliza- 
beth his wife, Henry Southey, Jr., Thomas, Mary and Elizabeth Southey, 
John Davenport, Roger Delke, Alis Davenport, Roger Marshall, Mrs. 
Ann Hutchinson, Francis Stockley, Thomas Newton, Thomas Black- 
well and wife and child. Henry Southey Esq., of Rimpton, in Somer- 
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At a General Court held at James City the 29th of March 1678, 


Present: 
Sir Henry Chicheley, Knight, President, 
Colo. Nathaniel Bacon, Colo. Wm. Cole, 
Lieut. Colo. Daniel Park, Rowl’d Place, Esq’r, 
Colo. Nicholas Spencer, Ralph Wormly, Esq’r, 
Colo. Jos. Bridger, Rich’d Lee, Esq’r, 


Colo. John Custis, 
Colo. Aug’t Warner. 


Whereas upon a full hearing of the Complaint exhibited 





setshire, obtained a grant of land from the Virginia Company in 1621-22. 
Mrs. Sothey and Ann Sothy were living at James City, February 16, 
1623, and Mr. Sothey, John Dumpont [Davenport], Henry, Thomas, 
Mary and Elizabeth Sothey had died there since April, 1622. 

The will of Mrs. Ann Littleton of Northampton, widow and execu- 
trix of Col. Nathaniel Littleton Esq., were proved in Accomac, October 
28, 1656. Her youngest son Southey, was to be kept at school until he 
was 15 or 16. Daughter Hester to have (among other things) a trunk, 
in which were several boxes with rings and some jewells and divers 
other things, and also a silver tankard and 6 silver spoons; kinsman 
Thomas Harman [Harmar?]; godson Argall Yardley; Littleton Scar- 
burgh ; son Edward Littleton. Should all of her children die without 
issue the real estate to go to ‘‘James Littleton Esq., of Shropshire neere 
Ludlowe.”’ Lt. Col. Edward Douglas, Mr. Francis Doughty of this 
county, minister and preacher of the word of God, and Mr. Francis 
Pott, overseers. 

On March 1st, 1652 was made a deed, recorded in Northampton, 
showing that Capt. Littleton, ‘‘“Governor of Accomacke,” had married 
the widow of Charles Harmar of Accomac. There is also a deed in 
1654 from Col. Littleton and Ann, his wife. 

Nathaniel and Ann Littleton had issue: (1) Adward?; (2) Southey’; 
(3) Esther or Hester married Col. John Robins of Northampton county. 

1. CoL. EDWARD LITTLETON, justice of Northampton, 1657, married 
first in 1658, Sarah, daughter of Col. Edward Douglas of Northampton. 
(The will of Edward Douglas, dated October 15, 1657, speaks of his 
daughter Sarah, as contracted to Mr. Edward Littleton), and married 
second on March 7, 1661, Frances, daughter of Col. Obedience Robins. 
Edward Littleton’s will was proved in Northampton, 1663. They had 
one daughter, Grace, born in the Lower Parish of Northampton, De- 
cember 4, 1661, who died unmarried. 

In 1677 it appears from ;the records of Northampton that Frances, 
widow of Edward Littleton. had married Francis Pigott, who was, for a 








i 
i 
ia 


— 
A eS 








22 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


against Colo. Philip Ludwell to this board by the Right Hon’ble 
Herbert Jeffries Esq’r Governor which Complaint and the 





number of years, a justice of the county. This was his first wife, for 
there is on June 3, 1679, a petition from Capt. Francis Pigott and Mary, 
his wife, late the wife of John Michael. The will of Francis Pigott was 
dated March 27, 1684, and proved in Northampton in the same month. 
Legatees: to son Culpeper Pigott, land bought of ‘‘my brother-in-law,” 
John Robins, gent.; sons Thomas and Ralph, and daughter Elizabeth. 
To daughter Elizabeth all her own mother’s apparell; to son-in-law 
[stepson] Argall Michael. Money, plate, jewells, &c., ‘‘left me by my 
father or mother (whose memory is to me most dear),” all claims, bills, 
&c., to be equally divided among his four children. His children may 
dispose of their parts of his estate in England; Brother-in-law, Wm. 
Waters, and my friend and loving countryman Mr. Daniel Neech exec- 
utors. To three sons all of his books, except Greek and Latin. 

CoL. SouTHEY? LITTLETON of ‘‘Nandua,”’ was born in 1645. In 1679 
he was sent by the Governor of Virginia, together with Col. Wm. 
Kendall, to New York to confer on Indian affairs. He died in Albany 
in that month. His will dated September 6, 1679, at Albany, was 
proved March 12, 1679. Legatees: his eldest son Nathaniel, daughter 
Esther Littleton, youngest son Southey, Littleton, to John Rust land in 
Maryland; Thomas Williams, son Bowman Littleton, daughter Sarah 
Littleton, ‘‘my seven children,’ daughters Elizabeth and Gertrude. 
Col. Southey Littleton married twice (1) Sarah, who in 1665, is named 
as ‘‘the wife of Southey Littleton, of Nandua, gent,” and (2) Elizabeth, 
daughter of Major Edmund Bowman. In 1679, Major Bowman gave 
2264 acres to Bowman Littleton, son of Col. Southey Littleton, and 
grandson to said Bowman. 

Issue: (4) Nathaniel*; (5) Bowman’; (6) Esther, married Col. Wm. 
Whittington of Northampton; (7) Sarah, married John Dennis of Mary- 
land; (8) Gertrude, married Henry Harmanson of Northampton; (9) 
Southey,® of ‘‘ Nandua,” married Mary, daughter of Thomas Brown of 
Northampton, (she married secondly, Hancock Custis), and had a son, 
Southey,‘ who d. s. f., and a daughter, Leah, who married Col. John 
Gale; (10) Sarah, married Richard Waters of Maryland. 

4. NATHANIEL’ LITTLETON died in 1703. His will was‘dated Janu- 
ary 25, and proved in Northampton, March 1, 1702-3. He directed that 
his son, Southey, should be kept at the college for four years or longer, 
if he desires; daughter Sarah Custis Littleton, daughter Esther Little- 
ton, brother Bowman Littleton; wife executrix. He married Susanna 
Waters, and had issue: (11) Southey*; (12) Susan Custis, married 
King, and died in 1716; (13) Esther, married Thomas Savage. 

5. Bowman® LITTLETON died unmarried in 1696. His will was 
dated May 2nd, and proved in Accomac June 16, 1696. Legatees: 
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Respondent’s Answer with the Evidences thereunto relating 
were referred to an able Jury to Enquire unto the whole Matter 
who thereupon returned their Verdict that they found the said 
Colo. Ludwell had scandalized the Governor and thereupon the 
Council for the Governor moved that the whole proceedings 
might be transmitted to the King’s Majesty and the Right 
Honourable the Lords of the privy Council that according to a 
Statute of the r2th of Richard the second the King’s Council 
may advise of punishment proportionable to the Offence It is 
therefore Ordered that the whole proceedings with all papers 
thereunto relating be transmitted to the King’s most Excellent 
Majesty and the Right Hon’ble the Lords of the privy Council 
and that Colo. Philip Ludwell do forthwith give bond for One 
thousand pounds Sterling Security either personally or by proxie 
accordingly to answer. 


Upon the Declaring of this Order the Defentant appealed to 
the grand Assembly of his Majesty’s Colony urging that accord- 
ing to the Laws and Constant known proceeding of this Colony 
in all Cases except Life and Member appeal are open from gen- 
eral Courts to County Courts and from General Courts to the 
Grand Assembly upon which appeal this Board entered into a 
Mature debate and thereupon have resolved that this appeal 
with the fore recited Order and all proceedings hereunto be 
transmitted to the King’s most Excellent Majesty and the Right 
Hon’ble the Lords of the privy Council most humbly begging 
their Lordships will be pleased to declare whether the afore 
recited Defendants appeal may be proceeded in to the hearing 








cousin Edward Robins, son of Major John Robins, brother Southey 
Littleton, sister Custis, sister Harmanson, cousin Southey Whittington, 
brother-in-law Richard Waters. 


11. SOUTHEY* LITTLETON died without issue in 1713. His will was 
dated December 3, 1712, and proved in Northampton February 17, 
1712-13. Legatees: wife Mary, sister Sarah Custis Littleton, sister 
Esther Littleton, cousin Leah Littleton, to brother Joseph Maxfield 
testators right to all the land that was Nathaniel Croppers. He mar- 
ried Mary Eyre. She married secondly, Edward Mifflin of Accomac 
county, a native of Pennsylvania. 


See New England Historical and Genealogical Register, Vol. 42, pp. 
364-368, William and Mary Quarterly, VIII, 230, 231; IX, 62. 
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and determining by the Grand Assembly according to Laws 
and practices of this Colony as yet being no precedent to the 
Contrary whether their Lordshipps will please to require that 
the whole Matter shall be first laid before their Lordships and 
by their Lordships receive a final decision and that in the Interim 
Colo. Philip Ludwell and do give Bond for five hundred pounds 
sterling with good Security for his good Behaviour to the Right 
Honourable the Governor and likewise that the Bond in the 
afore cited Order and Bond for One Thousand pounds to be and 
remain in force till the whole Matter be concluded. 
Sir Henry Chicheley, Lieut. Colo. Daniel 
Park, and Rowland Place Esquire, dissent from 
all that part of this Order, of the Defendants 
appeal to the Assembly. 
Recorded # Henry Hartwell. 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 





VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE PAPERS. 





FROM THE ORIGINALS IN THE VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES, 





CONTINUED. 





CAPTAIN GIBSON’s' TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS. 
Sir: 
I have the pleasure to inclose you a Letter from Mr. Wythe 
covering some papers relative to capt. Gibson’s Trip to New 
Orleans, as also a Letter from our Delegates in Congress with a 





1George Gibson was born in Lancaster county, Pa., in 1747. As he 
lived in that part of the Colony claimed by Virginia, he was long in the 
Virginia service. At the beginning of the Revolution he raised a com- 
pany near Fort Pitt, and joined the Virginia line. In May, 1776, an 
expedition, commanded by Gibson and William Linn, went to New 
Orleans to secure gun-powder. After many difficulties ten thousand 
pounds were obtained of which part was brought by Linn up the Missis- 
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Resolution respectiny the settlement of the Continental accounts 
with this Country. 
I have the Honor to be 
Sir 
Yr. Mo. ob. hble Serv’t, 
P. Henry, Jr. 

22d Nov., 1776. 

[Inclosure not found. } 
To The hon’ ble Edmund Pendleton, Esq’r, 

Speaker of the House of Delegates : 


[Endorsement] 
Letter from Governor ab’t Capt. Geo. Gibson’s trip to Orleans 
& other Papers from Delegates at Congress on the subject. 
Novem’r 22d. Ref’d to Committee on State of Country. 


CASE OF THE SLOOP SPEEDWELL.’ 


Sloop Speedwell Dr. 
To 
John Lindsay. 

May 23d, 1776. To Wages p. acct. rendered to The Commit- 
tee of Spotsylvania being for one year & 10% months from the 
gth July 1774 to the 23d May 1776 at the rate of 40 £ p. annum 
which the Hon’ble Convention sustained by their resolve on 
Wednesday the 22d June last making the sum £75. 

Cr. 

By William Cunninghame & Co’y. amount of my account 
with Walter Colgerhame exclusive of the above wages p. settle- 
ment with sum 32. 16. 5% 


nN 





1/ 
442. 3: 6% 





sippi and Ohio, and the rest taken to Virginia by sea, by Gibson. He 
was commissioned Major, 4th Virginia, March 22, 1777; Colonel, 1st 
Virginia, State Regiment, June 5, 1777 to January, 1782. At the close 
of the Revolution he-returned to his home in Cumberland county, Pa., 
and was mortally wounded November 4, 1791, at St. Clair’s defeat. 
(See Heitman, and The Revolution on the Upper Ohio.) 

? The sloop Speedwell had probably been confiscated by the Spotsyl- 
vania Committee of Safety, who allowed the master his wages out of 
the proceeds. 
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From the above state of our accounts it is evident there is a 
balance due to me of Forty two pounds Three shillings & Six 
pense half penny: which is ordered to be paid to me by the 
foresaid resolve of The Hon’ble Convention & which I have as- 
signed to Robert Patton or order. To the truth thereof I am 
ready to make oath. 

Witness my hand this 9th September 1776. 

John Lindsay. 
Capt. John Lindsay Dr. 
To William Cunninghame & C’oy. 
June 14, 177 

To Ballance p. settlement being the sum advanced him of his 

wages from the 9th July 1774 to the 23d May 1776, £32. 16. 5%. 


St. George S. C. 

James Robinson Factor for William Cunninghame & Co’y 
came before me and made oath, that the above Thirty two 
pounds, sixteen shillings and five pence half penny is the exact 
sum which were advanced to Capt. John Lindsay in part of his 
wages as skipper of the Sloop Speedwell from the 9th July 1774 
to the 23d May 1776. 

Given under my hand this 29th Novem’r 1776. 


James Robinson. James Buchanan. 


PETITION OF THE OFFICERS OF THE MINUTE BATTALION.® 


To the Honourable the Speaker of the House of Delegates : 
Portsmouth, Dec’r 1st, 1776. 
Sir : 

In expectation of there being a Number of additional Troops 
Raised, who are to be on Colonial Establishment the officers of 
the Minute Battalion now in service bey leave to address your 
Honourable House, on a matter of infinite importance to them- 
selves. 

The disadvantages, under which they came into their present 
Service hath occasioned them to suffer exceedingly in their pri- 
vate Fortunes—especially as they have been continued much 
longer, than they at first expected—disadvantages which nothing 


8See Vol. XVII, 379, 381, 382. 
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but the calls of an injured Country would have induced their 
subjecting themselves to. 

You will not conceive them trivial when you consider that it 
was in Midsummer, when every preparation they had been 
making for Crops, were in their progress to perfection—& 
lost by their leaving them—Even, under /hese circumstances, 
it it still their fervent wish to continue in the service of their 
Country: in posts of equal Rank, with those they have the 
honour now to fill. 

Confined to their duty at this place, they were totally pre- 
vented from offering themselves as Candidates in their Respec- 
tive Counties, by personal application—(the only successful 
mode) at the choice of officers for the Six Regiments now 
Raising on Continental establishment. 

If your Honourable House should not esteem it improper— 
the officers of the Battalion wish to be formed, as they now 
stand, into one of the new Colonial Battalions—this they con- 
ceive might be done with Credit to themselves & advantage to 
their Country—They have it in their power, to enlist their men, 
with more facility & dispatch than others who may be ap- 
pointed—& who are not only strangers to the men composing 
this Battalion, but strangers to service likewise—A considerable 
part of the Militia from the adjacent Counties, are now in this 
Garrison—many of whom would be fond of entering into the 
Colonial Service. 

You will conceive it a hardship for the officers of the Bat- 
talion ; now to be obliged to return to their Counties, fali into 
the Militia as Common Soldiers & at a future day be called into 
service, among the common mass—under the command of those, 
who remained at Home enjoying every conveniency of life— 
whilst they were sacrificing both happiness & fortune. 

These sentiments they take the liberty of communicating 
through you to your Honourable House—& have the Honour 
to be Sir, 





Your very H’bl Servants, 
R’d James,‘ L. C. 








*For Richard James see XVII, 379. 
Charles Dabney see XIII, 337. 
John Winston was commissioned Captain, 14th Virginia, February 24, 
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Chas. Dabney, Capt. 
John Winston, Capt. 
Ben. Timberlake, 
Fran’s Goode, Capt. 
Geo. Markham, Capt. 
John Overton, Jr. 

John Thompson, Lieut. 
Thomas Trill, Lieut. 
John Winfield, Ensign. 
John Hendricks, Ensign. 
William Hoffler, Capt. 
William Meredith, V. [Q. ?] M. 


To The Honourable Edm’d Pendleton Esq’r Speaker of the 
House of Delegates for Virginia. 
Endorsement. 


A Letter from Officers at Portsmouth. 


POWER OF GOVERNOR TO ISSUE WARRANTS FOR MONEY. 
Williamsburg, Dec. 6th, 1776. 
Hon. Sir: 

As by the Act of Government it is directed, that the Gov- 
ernor with the advice of the privy Council shall exercise the ex- 
ecutive Powers of Government, a Doubt arises whether the Gov- 
ernor alone may issue a warrant upon the Treasury for the Pay- 
ment of any money on accounts certified by the Commis- 
sioners.—From experience it is found impracticable to attend 
to many matters of consequence to the safety of the State, if 





1777; Captain, roth Virginia, September 14, 1778; retired February 
12, 1781. 

Benjamin Timberlake was Captain, Virginia Convention Guards, 
January 13th to October 12, 1779. 

John Overton was commissioned rst Lieutenant, 14th Virginia, March 
10, 1777; of the roth Virginia, September 14, 1778; transferred to 1st 
Virginia, February 12, 1781; retired, January 1st, 1783. 

A John Thompson as Lieutenant of the rst Virginia, and another of 
7th Virginia. 

William Hoffler was Captain, 1st Virginia State Regiment, from Jan- 
uary 9th, 1777 to October, 1779. 











VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE PAPERS. 29 


the Council are, not only to advise the issuing of warrants upon 
such Certificates, but also to keep Records of the same. 

We think it proper to acquaint the General Assembly with 
these our sentiments, and we beg leave earnestly to recommend 
it to their consideration, whether it would not be to the advan- 
tage of the state if the commissioners were impowered finally to 
transact this Business, or some other regular mode adopted for 
the future settling & passing the accompts against the State. 

By advice of the Council. 

P. Henry, Jr. 


To the Hon’ble Edmund Pendleton Esquire Speaker of the 
Hon’ble House of Delegates. 
[ Endorsement. ] 
Letters from the Governor Dec’r 6, 1776, relating to Draughts 
on the Treasury. 


FREDERICK COUNTY VOLUNTEERS.® 


Frederick, December 12th, 1776. 
Sir: 

At the request of a number of Gentlemen in this County I 
am to acquaint you with this desire, of affording such assistance 
to General Washington, as is now become a Duty incumbent on 
every well wisher to America. 

From the slowness of the officers in recruiting their men for 
the several new ordered Reg’ts it is supposed that no timely 
assistance can be from them afforded to the General, in his 
present truly alarming situation. From this motive I through 
the Desire of encouraging men to enter into the continental 
service, there are one hundred volunteers in this County, who 





‘After his disheartening retreat through New Jersey, Washington had 
crossed the Delaware on the 8th of December. John Smith, who signed 
the letter, was born May 7, 1750, and died March 3, 1836. He was son 
of John Smith of ‘Shooter’s Hill,’’ Middlesex county, but removed in 
1773 to ‘‘ Hackwood,”’ a plantation in Frederick county. He was com- 
missioned Colonel of Militia, January 8, 1776, and County Lieutenant of 
Frederick, March 6, 1777. Later he was in active service in the militia 
under Morgan and Muhlenburg, was Brigadier and Major General of the 
State Militia and M. C., 1801-15. See William and Mary Quarterly, 
Vol, IV. 
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offer their service to join the Grand Army, provided, their pro- 
posals meet with the encouragement & sanction of Government, 
what those proposals are, the enclos’d copy of a petition to me 
as commanding officer of the County will inform you. It is a 
matter Sir, that in my opinion will be productive of the greatest 
good, as I well know the example will be followed by the ad- 
jacent Counties.—It will likewise obviate the objection which 
many with us have of entering into the service, in complaining, 
that as the Danger of War approaches, men of Fortune refuse 
to afford that assistance, which is expected from them ; for you 
must know sir, that these volunteers will in a great measure con- 
sist of the principal Gentlemen of the County—should their pro- 
posais meet with the desired approbation, whatever orders & 
regulations, you may think proper to direct shall be faithfully 
communicated to them by Sir, 


Your very humble Servant 
John Smith. 


At a meeting of the subscribers at Mr. Edmondsons the roth 
day of December 1776. The state of the Continental Army 
being considered. It is the opinion of the meeting that a 
Comp’y of Volunteers ought to be Immediately Raised in this 
County to consist of too men, who shall when Embodied chuse 
their own officers and proceed to join the Grand Army with the 
utmost expedition, and serve therein till the first day of next 
March, if the Commander in chief shall judge their assistance so 
long necessary. But that it is proper previously to obtain the 
sanction of Government. The commanding officers of the 
Militia is therefore Requested to send express to the Speaker 
of the House of Delegates and to the Governor, in case the As- 
sembly shou’d be adjourned requesting their approbation, and 
such provision for the subsistance of the Corps as may be judged 
a reasonable encouragement for Volunteers, to Inform the said 
speaker or Governor as the case may be, that it is expected they 
may be ready to march in three Weeks from this time as the 
most Effectual measures will from this time be pursued to have 
them in readiness as soon as the sanction of the Publick Au- 
thority can be obtained, and the Commanding officer of the 
Militia is requested as a proper measure to Expedite the above 
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mentioned Plan—to call the Militia together at a General Muster 
to be had at Winchester on Tuesday. 
[ Endorsement. } 
Letter from John Smith Esq. 


LETTER FROM CHRISTIAN FEBIGER® AND WILLIAM HETH. 


To the Honorable the Speakers & Gentlemen of the General 

Assembly : 

Mr. Febiger & Mr. Heth, beg leave to offer their sincere 
thanks to this Honorable House, for so unanimous a voice in 
promoting them to the ranks of Lieut. Colonel & Major in the 
new Battalions to be rais’d in this Common-Wealth; and to 
assure this Honorable Body they shall ever entertain a proper 
sence of the Honor done them;—but as, the peculiarity and 
delicacy of their situation, will neither admit of their immediate 
acceptance, or allow them to acknowledge themselves in such 
terms as they would wish to use,—they can only say,—that 
whenever they are at liberty to accept of their appointments, 
and once more step forth in defence of their bleeding and much 
injured Country—their utmost abilities, and warmest endeavours, 
shall ever be fully exerted in preserving that Honor, which the 
Virginians have, in every Instance—during the present con- 


test—most justly acquir’d. 
Christian Febiger, 


Will. Heth. 
[Endorsement. } 


A Letter from Christian Febiger and William Heth. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION, May 31, 1776, 
IN REGARD TO GOVERNOR EDEN, OF MARYLAND.’ 


The presid’t laid before the Con’n sundry proceed’gs of the 





*Febiger and Heth each became a colonel in the Virginia line and 
saw hard service throughout the war. 

™Sir Robert Eden, Governor of Maryland, 1768-1776. In April of the 
last year, General Charles Lee and Congress ordered the Baltimore 
Committee of Safety to arrest him, but the execution of this order was 
prevented by the Provincial Council of Safety at Annapolis, and the 
Governor was allowed to embark for England. 
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Com’ee of the prov’ce of Maryl’d respect’g the lett’rs from Ld. 
Geo. Germaine to Gov’r Eden which had been intercepted in 
Virg’a and transm’d to the Maryl’d Council of Safety to give 
them timely notice of the duplicity & dangerous designs of the 
s’d Gov’r & resol’ns contain a request & permiss’n to the s’d 
Gov’r to depart the s’d Prov'’ce unmolested w’th his effects 
with a passport for that purpose under colour of his being 
obliged whilst he remains to obey the mandates of the british 
Ministry altho’ the presid’t of their Council of State upon whom 
the resol’ns declare the Gov’t devolves in the absence of the 
Gov’r will be equally under the same obliga’n which proves the 
necessity of chang’g these pres’t Goven’t instead of continue’g 
it contrary to the resolves & recomm’n of the Gen’! Con’t Con- 
gress toge’r with the copy of an address to the s’d Gov’r & a 
let’r from the presid’t of the s’d Com’r to the presid’t of the 
Com’tee of Safety here desires a like passport from Virg’a which 
being read— 


Res’d That this Con’n will immediately resolve itself into a 
Com’te on the s’d let’r proceedings resol’ns & address. 

The Con’n accord’y resol’d itself into the s’d Com’te and 
after some time spent therein M. Presid’t resumed the Chair & 
Mr. Cary reported that the Com’te had accord’g to order had 
under their consid’n the s’d let’r proceedings & address resol’ns 
& had come to the ca// & resol’ns thereupon which he read in 
his place & afterw’ds det’d in at the cl’ks Table where the same 
were again twice read & agreed to— 


Res’d the s’d proceed’gs resol’ns & address have been ob- 
tained thro’ the undue influence of the propriatory In’t & pres’t 
Govern’t of the s’d province of Maryl’d that they tend to dis- 
solve the Union upon which alone the salvat’n of American 
liberty depends & therefore that this Con’n will not in any 
manner be accessory to the same nor grant any permiss’n or 
passport to the s’d Gov’r Eden or his retinue to pass thro’ 
Virg’a— 

Res’d also that a Copy of the s’d proceed’gs resoln’s & ad- 
dress of the Maryl’d Com’ ee toget’r with this resolve be forthw’ th 
printed in Virg’a Gazette. 
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ORDER FOR Capt. NEVILL ‘TO TAKE POSSESSION OF FORT 
PITT, 1776. 


Resolved That John Nevill be directed to March with his 
Company of one hundred men & take Possession of Fort Pitt 
& that his Company be in the pay of this Colony from the time 
of their marching. 


PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE TO THE VIRGINIA DELEGATES IN 
CONGRESS IN REGARD TO THE BOUNDARY LINE. 


The Committee of the Honourable Convention of the State 
of Pennsylvania, appointed to confer with the Hon’ble Dele- 
gates is Congress from the State of Virginia, on the settlement 
of a temporary boundary between the said states, are of opinion 
that the line proposed by the Hon. Delegates will be very wide 
from the true limits of Pennsylvania according to the charter ; 
and as the State of Virginia in one of their most solemn acts 
published as the future form of Government for that State, and 
intending thereby to lay the most solid basis for union and con- 
federation with the neighbouring States, has ‘‘ceded released and 
forever confirmed to the people of this state all the Territories 
contained within the charter erecting this Colony, with all the 
rights of Property, Jurisdiction and Government, and ail other 
rights whatsoever.’’ The proposing a Temporary Boundary, 
which would cut off so large a part from this State, seems incon- 
sistent with the said full free and absolute release; and instead 
of being the basis of Union would certainly be the occasion of 
much confusion; and as the minds of the Inhabitants of that 
part of the Country are greatly agitated by the disputes between 
the two Governments, we have reason to apprehend even fatal 
Consequences should a Temporary Boundary so apparantly par- 
tial be agreed to.—Even upon the principle mentioned by the 
Hon’ ble Convention of Virginia their Resolve empowering their 
Delegates to confer on this subject, (supposing it equitable 
which may be liable to dispute) the line proposed we apprehend 
cannot be admitted, and we are convinced that Hon'ble body 
must have been misinformed as to the settlement of that part of the 
Country which lies between the Temporary Boundary proposed 
and the true line. Wecan assure the Hon’ble Delegates that it 
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is far from the wish of the people of this state to extend the 
same beyond its due bounds, it is equally far from their wish to 
establish a temporary Jurisdiction confessedly far within those 
bounds, as such a temporary Boundary would on many accounts 
be productive of more Confusion & greater Inconveniences than 
than if it was permanent and finale— 

Therefore as the only means, of restoring peace and unity 
amongst the Inhabitants of the Frontiers of each state, it is our 
earnest desire that a Temporary boundary as nearly correspon- 
dent to the true one as possible and such as will ‘‘ do no injury 
to either party’’ should be run which may be done in a very 
short time, and at a triffling expense, with no considerable error 
by one or more Commissioners appointed on the part of each 
state— 

It will give us great pleasure should this proposal meet with 
the appropriation of the Hon’ble Delegates a settlement will 
enable the Inhabitants to join Heart and Hand in the great 
cause wherein we are all equally interested. 

Dav’d Rettenhouse, 
Owen Biddle, 
Thomas Smith, 
Alex’r Lowry, 

Jas. Pottea, 

Edw’d Cook. 


To Honourable the Delegates of the State of Virginia in Con- 
gress. 


THE NUMBER OF MEN OF MILITARY AGE IN VIRGINIA IN 1776, 


* [Supposed to be the available number of men of age to per- 
form Military duties. ] 


Albemarle 1314, James City 190, 
Amelia 1100, King George 400, 
Amherst 650, King & Queen _...... 
E. Augusta 2000, King William __...... 





®The endorsement was on the original list when the copy was made 
for publication here. 
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[ Endorsement. ] 


Bedford 1400, Lancaster 200, 
Botetourt 1600, Loudon 1600, 
Brunswick 1200, Louisa 600, 
Buckingham 650, Lunenburg 593, 
Berkley soeeee Middlesex 300, 
Coe ae Mecklenburg 850, 
Chas. City 350, Nansemond 800, 
Charlotte 812, New Kent 448, 
Chesterfield 960, Norfoik 1000, 
Cypemer ee Northumberland 700, 
Cumberland 1000, Orange 550, 
Dinwiddie _—i....... Pittsylvania 1438, 
Dunmore 800, Prince Edward 550, 
Eliz. City 160, Prince George _...... 
Essex 400, Princess Anne 450, 
Fairfax 1000, Prince William —_1000, 
Fauquier 1100, Richmond 470, 
Frederick 1260, Southampton 750, 
Fincastle 2000, Spotsylvania 500, 
Gloster goo, Stafford 400, 
Goochland 520, Surry 350, 
Halifax 1000, Sussex 660, 
Hampshire 700, Warwick 100, 
Hanover goo, Westmoreland 697, 
Henrico 500, Williamsburg 218. 
Isle of Wight 725, York 300, 
SALE OF CAPTURED VESSEL. 
The Commonwealth of Virginia 
In acct. Saml. Todd Dr. 
August 
To Crying 4 Vessels & B. Staves taken as 
prizes by Capt. Rut’d Taylor 4£—-s—15— 
E. E. 
Sam]. Todd. 


to be paid out of the Com’rs allowance the Olive. 
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DRAFT OF RESOLUTIONS FOR INDEPENDENCE, 1776.° 


As the humble Petitions of the Continental Congress have 
been rejected & treated with contempt: as the Parliament of 
G. B. so far from shewing any disposition to redress our griev- 
ances have lately pass’d an act approving of the ravages that 
have been committed upon our Coasts & ‘‘ obliging the un- 
happy men who shall be made captives, to bear arms against 
their families, kindred. friends, and Country; and after being 
plundered themselves, to become accomplices in plundering 
their brethren, a compulsion not practiced on prisoners of war, 
except among pirates, the Outlaws & Enemies of human So- 
ciety;’’ As they are not only making every preparation to 
crush us, which the internal strength of the Nation & its alli- 
ances with foreign powers afford them, but are using every art 
to draw the savage Indians upon our Frontiers, & are even en- 
couraging insurrection among our Slaves, many of whom are 
now actually in Arms against us; and as the King of G. B. bya 
long series of oppressive acts has prov’d himself the Tyrant in- 
stead of the protector of his people: We the Representatives 
of the Colony of Virginia Do Declare that we hold ourselves 
absolv’d cf our allegiance to the crown of G. B. & obliged by 
the eternal Laws of self preservation to pursue such measures as 
may conduce to the Good & Happiness of the United Colonies 
& as a full declaration of Independence appears to us to be the 
only probable means under Heaven of obtaining that Happiness 
and of restoring us again to a tranquil & prosperous situation. 

Resolv’d, That our Delegates in Congress be enjoined in the 
strongest & most positive manner to exert their abilities in pro- 
curing an immediate clear & full Declaration of Independency. 


[Endorsement. ] 
Rough Resolutions Independence. 





®The two drafts of resolutions for independence here given, were 
evidently offered in the committee of the whole on May 14th and 15th, 
1776; the first is in the hand-writing of Patrick Henry and the second 
in that of Meriwether Smith. On the second day the resolutions, as 
adopted, were offered by Edmund Pendleton. These resolutions have 
been printed in Henry’s Life of Patrick Henry. See that work, I, 


390-400. 
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DRAFT OF RESOLUTIONS FOR INDEPENDENCE, 1776. 


Whereas, Lord Dunmore hath assumed a Power of suspend- 
ing by Proclamation, the laws of this Colony, which is supported 
by a late Act of the British Parliament, declaring the Colonies 
in North America to bein actual Rebellion and out of the King’s 
Protection, confiscating our Property wherever found on the 
Water, and legalizing every seizure, Robbery & Rapine, that 
their people have heretofore committed on us; Resolved, that 
the Government of this Colony as hitherto exercised under the 
Crown of Great Britain be dissolved, and that a committee be 
appointed to prepare a Declaration of Rights, and such a Plan 
of Government as shall be judged most proper to maintain 
Peace & order in this Colony & secure substanua & equal 
Liberty to the People, 

Whereas, the Parliament of Great Britain have usurped un- 
limited authority to bind the Inhabitants of the American Colo- 
nies in all cases whatsoever, and the British Ministry have at- 
tempted to execute their many tyranical acts in the most in- 
human & cruel manner, and King George the third having with- 
drawn his Protection from the said colonies, and jointly with the 
ministry & Parliament has begun & is now pursuing with the 
utmost violence a barbarous War against the said colonies, in 
violation of every civil and religious right of the said Colonies— 

Resolved, That the Union that has hitherto subsisted between 
Great Britain and the American Colonies is hereby totally dis- 
solved, and that the Inhabitants of this Colony are discharged 
from any allegiance to the crown of Great Britain. 


AMENDMENTS PROPOSED TO THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTs.” 


Page 1: Line 5. Strike out the word Jorn & insert in a state of 
nature. 





1 Mason’s original draft of the Bill of Rights is preserved in the 
Virginia State Library. The form in which it was offered remains in a 
manuscript in the writing of Mason and of T. L. Lee. This draft was 
printed for the use of the members of the Convention, and there is a 
copy in the possession of the Virginia Historical Society. The amend- 
ments in the text were on the printed draft. See Rowland’s Life of 
George Mason, |, 229-262, 433-444. 
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Line 6. Strike out the word natural. 

Line 7. After the word which insert when they enter 
into a state of Society. 

Line 7 & 8. Strike out the words among which are & 
insert xamely. 

Page 2: 

Line 4. Strike out from the word descendedble & insert 
rather ought the offices of a Magistrate a Legislator or a 
Judge to be hereditary. 

At the end of clause 5 add in which all or any part of 
the former members to be again eligible or ineligible as the 
Laws shall direct. 

See Mr. Pendleton’s amendment in his printed copy which 
was agreed to. 

Enacted for avoided as to penal Laws. 

At the end of the sixth clause add and cannot be taxed or de- 
prived of their property for publick uses, nor bound by any 
Law, to which they do not assent by their representatives so 


elected for their common good. 


PETITION OF PRINCE WILLIAM County Baptists,” 
May 11, 1776. 
Prince Wm. Baptists. 
referred to Comm’ee of Religion. 

To the honourable Speaker, and other Members of the honour- 
able Convention of Virginia, the petition of a Baptist Church at 
Occaquan Pr. William County hereby sheweth, That Whereas, 
this Colony with others, is now contending for the civil rights & 
liberties of making the enslaving schemes of a powerful Enemy. 

We being convinced that the strictest unanimity among our- 
selves very necessary in this most critical conjunction of public 
affairs: And that every remaining cause of animosity and di- 
vision may if possible be removed, have thought it our duty as 





" Occoquan Baptist Church, Prince William county, was organized in 
1776 by Rev. David Thomas. This is the date officially given by 
the Baptist historian, Semple, though, from the number of signers 
to this paper, it is evident that there must have been a congregation in 
Prince William for some time prior to 1776. 
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peaceable Christians, to petition for several religious privileges 
which asserts we have not been indulged with in this part of the 
world. Viz1. That we be alowed to worship God in our own 
way, without interruption. 

2. That we be permitted to maintain our own Ministers &c. 
and no others. 

3. That we and our friends who desire it, may be married, 
buried and the like, without paying the Parsons of any other 
denomination. These things granted, we will gladly unite with 
our Brethren of other denominations, and to the utmost of our 
ability promote the common cause of Freedom, always praying 
for your welfare & success. 

Signed in behalf of the Church, this 19th day of May 1776, 





by us, 


John Peak, 

John Hampton, 
Nicholas Anderson, 
James Peak, 

Edward Williams, 
Danniel Mackentosh, 
Wm. Haney, 

John Harper, 

Obed. Calvert, Senr., 
Obed. Calvert, Junr., 
John White, 
Mordicia Kelley, 
Hammond Morris, 
John Knight, 

John Reid, 

Daniel Harnet, 

Jesse Peak, 

Jas. Born Bland, 
William Calvert, 
Sammuel Connor, 
William Williams, 
John King, 

James Smith, 

Thos. Smith, 

Robert Bird, 


John Dowel, 
Thos. Hookard, 
Thos. Bland, 
James Walden, 
Charles Smith, 
Thos. Dowel, 
Peter Cotnel, 
Richard Kinsey, 
Wm. Bird, 
Rolley Calvert, 
Wm. Dowel, 
Danniel Peak, 
Vincen Cooksey, 
Wm. Mills, 

John Moon, 
Wm. Jacobs, 
Joseph Hampton, 
Jesse Calvert, 
Jeremiah Dowell, 
John Brent, 
Robt. Mcsley, 
John Hampton, Senr., 
Gilbert Roland, 
John Chisser. 
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PETITION OF SUNDRY INHABITANTS OF PRINCE EDWARD 
County,” OCTOBER 11, 1776. 
Oct. 11th. 
To the Honourable the President and House of Delegates of 








"About 1735, and for some years following, there was a large emigra- 
tion, by way of Pennsylvania, of Scotch-Irish Presbyterians to the 
neighborhoods, where were soon established churches at Cub Creek in 
Charlotte county; Buffaloe Creek and Walker’s, in the present Prince 
Edward, and Hat Creek and Concord in the present Campbell. At the 
time of organization, Cub Creek was in Lunenburg and Buffaloe Creek 
in Amelia. These settlements were made chiefly through the influence 
of John Caldwell, who settled at Cub Creek, in what was known as “‘the 
Caldwell Settlement,’’ but it is evident that this particular group of 
Scotch-Irish lived on both sides of the line between the present Prince 
Edward and Charlotte. As most of these families moved subsequently 
to the West and South it is not often remembered that there was once 
such a considerable Scotch-Irish population so far east of the Blue 
Ridge. John Caldwell removed to South Carolina and was the grand- 
father of John Caldwell Calhoun. Rev. James Caldwell who was born 
at Cub Creek in April, 1734, graduated at Princeton and became a 
prominent Presbyterian minister and Revolutionary patriot in New 
Jersey. The murder of his wife, by a party of British maranders and 
Tories in 1780, excited almost as much indignation as the murder of 
Miss McRea. Indeed all of these Scotch-Irish Presbyterians from 
Prince Edward and Charlotte, wherever they lived, were ardent sup- 
porters of American independence. 

In order to escape the dangers of the French and Indian War, Rev. 
Richard Sankey, accompanied by his congregation, emigrated from the 
neighborhood of Carlisle, Pa., ‘‘ They took their abode in the fertile 
regions on Buffaloe Creek, in Prince Edward, and around the place now 
known as Walker’s Church, lying between Cumberland Congregation 
and Cub Creek, and one side closely adjoining Briery Congregation, 
(Foote’s Sketches of Presbyterianism in Virginia, Second Series, 75.) 
He died in 1790. 

In 1738 John Caldwell, in behalf of himself and a number of Presby- 
terian families, applied to the Synod of Philadelphia for a minister. 
The Synod communicated with Governor Gooch, who stated that no 
minister who complied with the provisions of the toleration act would 
be interfered with. 

As the Scotch-Irshmen whose signatures are attached to the petition 
in the text were a part of the same community with those of Charlotte 
(formerly Lunenburg) a paper, which probably gives the names of the 
heads of families or men of the Cub Creek congregation will be of 
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the Commonwealth of Virginia, to meet at Williamsburg the 
first Tuesday in October 1776. 

The Petition of Sundry of the Inhabitants of Prince Edward 
County, respectfully sheweth, 

That we heartily approve, and chearfully submit ourselves to 
the form of Government adopted at your last session; hoping 
that our united American States will long continue free and In- 
dependent. The last Article of the Bill of Rights we also esteem 
as the rising Sun of religious Liberty, to re/ieve us from a long 
night of ecclesiastic Bondage: and we do most earnestly request 
and expect that you would go on to complete what is so nobly 
begun; raise religious as well as civil Liberty to the Zenith of 
Glory, and make Virginia an Asylum for free enquiry, know- 
ledge, and the virtuous of every Denomination. Justice to our- 
selves and /osterity, as well as a regard to the honour of the 
CommonWealth, makes it our indispensable Duty, in particular 
to intreat, That without Delay, you would pull down all Church 
Establishments; abolish every Tax upon Conscience and private 
judgment; and leave each Individual to rise or sink according 
to his Merit, and the general Laws of the Land. The whole 
amounts of what we desire is, That our Honourable Legislature 
would blot out every vestige of British Tyranny and Bondage, 
and define accurately between civil and ecclesiastic authority; 
then leave our Lord Jesus Christ the Honour of being the sole 
Lawgiver and Governor in his Church; and every one in the 
Things of Religion to stand or fall to Him; he being in this 
respect the only rightful Master. 





interest in this connection. It is a deed recorded in Lunenburg and 
dated April 2, 1751, from William Caldwell to John Caldwell, William 
Caldwell, Israel Pickens, Richard Dudgeon, James Wachup, David 
Logan, William Rogers, John McNeese, Thomas Dougherty, John 
Middleton, Alexander McDaniel, James Rutherford, James Caldwell, 
George Moore, George Harwood, David Caldwell, William Dudgeon, 
Francis Grymes, George McDavid, William Weakley, Thomas Rogers, 
James Logan, Robert Adams, James Bartie, William Nicholas, Isaac 
Vernon, Henry Pattilo, Henry Caldwell, John McDavid, John Caldwell 
and Thomas Caldwell, conveying to them one acre of land, including 
a graveyard, ‘‘ that now stands on the land of the said Caldwell,”’ fora 
burial place, with timber for paling the said ground, reserving to him- 
self and heirs a burial place there. 
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And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray. Sep- 


tember 24th 1776. 


Rich’d Sankey, 
Hugh Porter, 
Charles Richey, 
Sam’! Baker, 
George Thilladay, 
John Caldwel, 
Alex’r Hamilton, 
James Cunningham, 
James Ewing, Junr., 
Samuel Ewing, 
James McElroy, 
William Smith, 
Patrick Galaspie, 
Wm. Galaspie, 
George Galaspie, 
Sam’! Baker, 
James Donnell, 
John Donnell, 
William Donnell, 
John Porter, Senr., 
Natt. Porter, 
Wm. Porter, 
John Porter, Junr., 
John Morrison, 
Sam’! Scott, 

Jno. Thompson, Blacksmith, 
Adam Calhoun, 
James Calhoun, 
Jno. Caldwell, 

Jas. Read, 

Caleb Baldwine, 
Wm. Thompson, 
Glover Baker, 
Robt. Baker, 
Caleb Baker, 
Robt. Hamilten, 


Rob’t Johnston, 

John Cunningham, 
Sam’! Cunningham, 
James Graham, 

James Hatfield, 
Andrew Baker, 

James Morrison, 
Sam’! Cunningham, Senr., 
John Cunningham, 
Matthew Cunningham, 
Henry Dawson, 

Thos. Graham, 

Robt. Black, 

Wm. Black, 

James Black, 

John Martin, 

Rob’t Elliott, 

Andrew Elliott, 

Robt. Johnston, 

Sam’! Johnston, 

Wm. Johnston, 

Jno. Thompson, Senr., 
Jno. Thompson, Junr., 
Andrew Thompson, 
Jno. Granter, 

Saml. Hanna, 

Robt. Hanna, 

Jno. Armstrong, 
Andrew Dun, 

Robt. Dun, 

Jno. Dun, 

Daniel Hays, 

Wm. Hay, 

James McMaken, 

Jno. McMaken, 
Manassa Mcfarland, 
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Jas. Hamilton, 
Manassa McBride, 
Wm. McBride, 
Robt. Steel, 

Fran’s Hays, 

John Caldwell, Senr., 
Jno. Caldwell, Jr., 
Jno. Caldwell, 
David Caldwell, 
Thos. Caldwell, 
James Caldwell, 
George Caldwell, 
Thos. Armstrong, 
Jno. Crockett, 
Thos. Craig, 

Rob’t Craig, 

Robt. Hanna, 
Ezekiel Parks, 
Joseph Parks, 

Tho. Scott, 

William Scott, 

Wm. Huston, 

Ro. Martin, 

James Ewing, Senr., 
Samuel Ewing, 
Wm. Gillespie, 
George Gillespie, 
Phillip McTaggart, 
Lawrance Cook, 
James Gillespie, 
George Shilliday, Jr., 
Robert Reid, 

Wm. Hamersley, 
Jacob Neighbours, 
Dick Holland, 
William Baldwin, 
William Baldwin, Junr., 
Benjamin Baldwin, 
William Findley, 
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Sam’! Arbuckle, 
Wm. Arbuckle, 
Jno. Arbuckle, 
Sam’! Porter, 
Jno. Black, 
James McCormic, 
Douglas Baker, 
William Nixson, 
James Nixson, 
Tho. Allexander, 
Jno. Hamilton, 
Joseph Ried, 
Jno. Farlin, 
James Fraizer, 
Jno. McSwine, 
Samuel McSwine, 
James Parks, 
John Willson, 
Joshua Bunkley, 
Charles Hagens, 
Rich’d Grace, 
Edward Clark, 
Thom’s Marshill, 
Ben. Marshill, 
Thos. Paulet, 
John Hunter, 
All’x Hunter, 
Silas Wood, 
Luke Palmer, 
Seymer Ketichin, 
James Richardson, 
Charles Wood, 
Paul Wood, 
John Clark, Senr., 
John Cleaton, 
Sam’! Marshill, 
Tho. Caplin, 
Wm. Caplin, 
John Caplin, 
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Robt. Watson, John Caplin, Junr., 
Porter, Will’m Watson, 
Francis Clark, Dugless Watson, Jr., 

Wm. Mills, Wm. Dawson, 
Wm. Marshall, James IMcMaclim. 


John Marshill, 
Oct. 11, 1776. 


Referred to Committee of Religion. 


Mr. Dandridge. 
(TO BE CONTINUED) 





VIRGINIA IN 1654-1656. 


(Abstracts by W. N. SAInsBuRyY, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library. ) 


(CONTINUED) 
ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, JAN. 30, 1653-4. 


That twenty shillings custom be paid for every horse that 
shall be transported to any of the English Plantations in Amer- 
ica and the Commiss’rs of the Customs are to proceed accord- 
ingly and to call for and receive after that rate all such monies 
as are due upon any bonds formerly entered into by any per- 
son or persons for the custom of any horses already trans- 
ported as aforesaid. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 103, p. 79.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, MARCH 31, 1654. 


That the petition of Samuel Mathews Esq. in behalf of the 
inhabitants of Virginia touching the planting of English to- 
bacco be referred to the Committee for Treasuryes who are 
desired to consider thereof and to state the matter and to re- 
port the same with their opinions to the Council. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 103, p. 200.) 
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PLANTING OF ENGLISH TOBACCO. 
April 6, 1654. 

Report of the Assistants to the Committee of Council for 
the Treasurers on petition of divers Merchants and others of 
London trading to Virginia and other Foreign Plantations 
and the petition of Samuel Mathews in behalf of the inhabi- 
tants of Virginia both concerning the planting of English 
tobacco. 

Have called the petitioners before them and also advised 
with other persons experienced in that affair and find there 
are preparations in many Counties for planting a greater pro- 
portion of tobacco than usual notwithstanding the Act against 
planting which they conceive will be of very ill consequence 
for reasons herein stated. 2pp. 

Indorsed. “Read 1 and 2 times 7 April 1654.” 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 18.) 


PETITION AGAINST PLANTING TOBACCO IN ENGLAND. 


July 6, 1654. 

Petition of divers Merchants, Traders and Planters in the 
Colony of Barbadoes, Continent of Virginia with thousands 
of Mariners and Handicraftsmen to his Highness Oliver Lord 
Protector and his Council. 

Have used their utmost endeavours to promote the public 
interest of this nation and particularly in plantation and pre- 
servation of the Colonies in America. Parliament in 1652 
for the reasons therein expressed made an Act to prohibit 
planting tobacco in England under a penalty and Commis- 
sioners were afterwards ordained to put said Act in execu- 
tion and some 1100 acres intended for tobacco have been con- 
verted to tillage, but some malicious spirits opposed said Act 
& pet’rs are informed addressed his Highness for suspension 
of same, the evil effects of which described in decrease of 
customs &c. Some thousands of hogsheads of tobacco have 
already arrived in the Thames from the English Plantations 
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in America & more are daily expected which will not bring 
to account near so much as will pay custom excise & freight 
if English tobacco should be preserved. Pray his Highness’ 
serious consideration of the premises and that a day may be 
appointed for pet’rs to offer reasons before any order pass 
for allowing the sale of tobacco planted in England as they 
did before the Ordinance for suppressing it was published 
“lest your pet’rs are compelled to complain their burthens are 
insupportable, their adventures of lives and estates of no value, 
the English Plantations beyond sea delivered up to the ene- 
mies of God and our Country and all of us left to the mercy 
of those who hate both Your Highness & your humble Pet’rs.” 
Signed by Samuel Mathews, Agent for the Inhabitants of Vir- 
ginia, Wm. Allen & John Harris. 

Indorsed, “Sent by the Lord Lambert 14 July 1654, to be 
heard next Tuesday. 

(Colonial Papers. Vol. 12 no. 22.) 


PETITION IN REGARD TO SHIPS. 
July 27, 1654. 

Petition of Alderman William Underwood, Alexander 
Bence, John Greensmith, Wm. & Thos. Allen, John Harris 
and Thomas Rodbard, part owners of the ships William & 
John, the Honor, the Hopeful Adventure, the Golden Lion, 
the Planter, the William, the Mayflower and the John and 
Katherine to his Highness the Lord Protector and his Council. 

Have provided and are preparing said ships for Virginia, 
and whereas shoes are of absolute necessity for subsistence 
of the said plantation and powder and shot for defence thereof, 
which goods are under prohibition of transportation without 
his Highness’ warrant, Pray for a warrant for transporting 
in each of said ships, 120 dozen of shoes, 6 barrels of powder, 
and one ton of shot, they paying the custom and duties of 
same. 

Indorsed “Ord’r. 27 July 1654. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 23.) 
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ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 
July 27, 1654. 

On consideration of the petition of Alderman Wm. Under- 
wood, Alex’r. Bence, John Greensmith, Wm. and Thos Allen, 
John Harris and Thomas Rodbare part owners of the William 
and John, the Honour, the Hopeful Adventure, the Golden 
Lyon, the Planter, the William, the May Flower and the John 
and Katherine all bound to Virginia, Ordered by his High- 
ness the Lord Protector and the Council Thar liberty be given 
for receiving on board for the ships use and transporting to 
Virginia in each of the said ships 120 dozen of shoes, 6 barrels 
of powder and one ton of shot the freighters paying the cus- 
toms and duties for the same. And that a warrant be is- 
sued in that behalf to the Comm’rs of the Customs. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk. Vol. 103, p. 455.) 





PETITION IN REGARD TO SHIPS. 


July 27, 1654. 

Petition of Lucas Lucey, John Terence, Thomas Potter, John 
Jefferies, John Colclough, Arthur Bailey, John Thermor and 
John Wadsworth part owners of the Hopeful Luke, the Mar- 
garet, the John of Barkshire, the Cretian and the Anthony, 
the Brothers Adventure, the Henry & David and Thomas and 
Anne to the Lord Protector and his Council. 

Pray for a warrant for transporting in each ship to Vir- 
ginia 120 dozen of shoes, 6 barrels of powder, and one ton 
of shot they paying the custom & duties of same. Signed by 
all the petitioners also by John Fox and J. Pensall. 

Indorsed. “Ord’r. 27, July 1654.” 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 24.) 


WARRANT FROM THE COUNCIL TO THE COMMISSIONERS FOR 
THE Customs, JULY 28, 1654. 

In pursuance of an Order of his Highness and the Coun- 

cil of the 27th inst. These are to require the Com’rs for the 











43 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 


Customs to permit Lucas Lucy, John Terence, Tho. Porter, 
John Jeffreys, John Colclough, Arthur Bayly, John Thermor, 
and John Wadsworth part owners of the Hopeful Luke, the 
Margaret, the John of Berkshire, the Cretian, the Anthony, 
the Brothers Adventure, the Henry & David and the Thomas 
and Anne all bound on a voyage to Virginia to transport 
thither in each ship 120 dozen of shoes, six barrels of gun- 
powder and one ton of shot they paying custom & other duties 
for same. 
(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 133, p. 45.) 


WARRANT FROM THE COUNCIL TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF 
THE Customs, JULY 28, 1654. 


In pursuance of an Order of his Highness and the Council 
of 27th inst. These are to will & require the Comm’rs of the 
Customs to permit Alderman William Underwood, Alex’r 
Bence, John Greensmith, Wm. & Thomas Allen, John Har- 
ris & Thos. Rodbard, part owners of the Golden Lion, the 
Planter, the William, the Mayflower and the John and Kath- 
erine all bound to Virginia to transport thither in each ship 
120 dozen of shoes, six barrels of powder and one ton of shot, 
the freighters paying the custom & duties for the same. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 133, p. 46.) 





PETITION OF KNIFE (KNIPE?) AND CUSTIS. 
Aug. 29, 1654. 
Petition of Allan Knife and Edmond Custis,* Merchants 
to the Council of his Highness the Lord Protector. Have 
divers debts and goods due to them in Virginia and Robt. 
Custis, master went with his ship from hence to Amsterdam 
upon pet’rs occasions where he stays for further employment 
from them. Pray for a license for Robert Custis to go with 





* Edmund Custis was one of the numerous sons of the first John Cus- 
tis of the Eastern Shore. Several members of the family were largely 
engaged in trade between Virginia, England and Holland. 
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his ship from Amsterdam to Virginia and from thence to re- 

turn to the Port of London without any let or molestation. 
Signed by the petitioners. Indorsed 29 Aug. 1654. 
(Colonial Papers. Vol. 12, no 26.) 


N. B. No. 27 is almost a duplicate of the above petition, 
similarly signed but not endorsed.) 


PETITION OF JOHN WHITE MERCHANT, TO “THE RicHt Hon- 
ORABLE THE COUNCIL,” Oct. 17, 1654. 


Being resident at Amsterdam he hath goods and mer- 
chandize to transport to Virginia and the places adjacent. 


Prays for a pass whereby the Peace of Amsterdam, 200 tons, 
John Oxford Mast’r may with her lading and merchandize 
sail to Virginia and the places adjacent return to Amsterdam 
without let or molestation. Signed. 

Indorsed. “Read 17 Oct. 1654.” 

(Colonial Papers, Vol 12, no. 30.) 


ORDER OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, Oct. 19, 1654. 


Whereas several persons taken in hostility against this Com- 
monwealth as pirates are now prisoners in the Gaol at Dor- 
chester. Ordered by his Highness the Lord Protector and 
his Council That such of the said prisoners as are English, 
Scotch or Irish shall be forthwith sent to the Barbadoes, Ber- 
mudas or some other of the English Plantations in America 
and the Keeper of the prison there is to take order for and 
permit the same accordingly the warrant for their commit- 
ment notwithstanding. And as to such of the said prisoners 
as are French or other strangers the said Keeper is to return 
to the Council a list of their names to the intent such order 
may be taken about their release as shall be meet. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk. Vol. 103, p. 586.) 


PETITION OF THE OWNERS OF THE SHIP CHARLES TO THE 
Lorp PROTECTOR, JAN. 2, 1654-5. 


Whereas for divers years past said ship has traded to Vir- 
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ginina and whereas there are usually found intruding upon 
the plantation divers ships carrying away the growth thereof 
to Foreign parts Pray for a Commission to Samuel Cooper, 
master of said ship Charles to surprize such vessels as he 
shall find trading at said plantation contrary to an Act ot 
Parliament of 3 Oct. 1650. 

Signed by John Jeffreys, Thos. Colclough and Thos Potter. 

Indorsed, “R of Mr. Colclough 2 Jan. 1654 (-5).” 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 33.) 

Annexed 

An Act prohibiting trade with the Barbadas, Virginia, Ber- 
mudas and Antego. 

3 Oct. 1650. Printed, 8 pp. 


(lbid no. 33, L.) 


PETITION OF SAMUEL MATHEWS Eso., IN BEHALF OF THE 
INHABITANTS OF THE COLONY OF VIRGINIA TO THE LorRD 
ProTector, MARCH 6, 1654-5. 

Whereas thte planting of tobacco in England have been 
formerly prohibited by several Acts & Ordinances of Parlia- 
ment, as also by a late Ordinance of his Highness and not- 
withstanding the petition of the planters thereof desir- 
ing a toleration of the last year’s crop only which was 
granted, nevertheless contrary to their promises they prepare 
far greater quantities of ground for that purpose than ever 
hath been formerly planted in England, which will not prove 
the utter ruin of most English plantations in America, & to 
the great prejudice of trade, customs & excise; Implores his 
Highness to take the premises into his grave consideration 
and to cast a favorable eye upon those Plantations in America 
and in particular that hopeful Plantation of Virginia, which 
in a few years may be in a condition to raise several staple 
commodities and set up trades and manufactures. 

Signed by Samuell Mathews. 

Indorsed. “Read 6 March 1654 (-5.)” 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 36.) 
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PLANTING ToBacco IN ENGLAND, MARCH 24, 1654-5. 


Certain Reasons humbly offered showing why the English 
Plantations abroad should be encouraged and the planting of 
tobacco in England (contrary to several Acts & Ordinances) 
probibited—also Certain Reasons why the planting of tobacco 
in England is very prejudicial to the English Plantations, 
abroad and the Manufacture of this Nation at home. 2 pp. 
large. 

(Colonial Papers. Vol 12, no. 41.) 

N. B. Altho’ the title of this Paper is similar to the in- 
closure of the Merchants Petition of 28 May 1653 (which see) 
the arguments are very different. W. N. S. 


OrpDER OF His HicHNness & CoUNCIL, JUNE 29, 1655. 


On petition of Armiga Warner praying indemnity against 
a bond of £800 by him entered into upon Articles by him 
made with John Jeffreys of London merchant for transporting 
one hundred Irish to Virginia which he was disabled to per- 
form by reason the ship to which the Articles refer was im- 
pressed in Ireland for the State’s service. Forasmuch as the 
Council think it equal that Mr. Jeffreys should forbear all 
vigorous proceedings against the Petit’r his ship being im- 
pressed as aforesaid for the public service and being willing 
to avoid extraordinary ways for the pet’r’s relief if provision 
may be made for the same in an ordinary way, Ordered that 
it be referred to Mr. Scobell and Mr. Jessop Clerks of the 
Council to call both parties before them and to endeavor a 
friendly accommodation of the difference and if they cannot 
end it then to report to the Council through whose default the 
same arises. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 153.) 


Orper OF His HicHNess & CouNcIL, AuG. 16, 1655. 


A report from the Committee of the Council for petitions 
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in the case of Nathaniel Hawes and George Payne about the 

Elizabeth surprised by the King of Spain’s West India Fleet 

in her way to Virginia in the year 1637 was this day read. 
(/nierregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 238.) 


OrbeR oF His HicHness & CounciL, SEPT. 13, 1655. 


That petition of Richard Bennet and Col Samuel Mathews 
Agents for the Colony of Virginia as also the humble Repre- 
sentation of the Governor Council and Burgesses of the Grand 
Assembly in Virginia thereunto annexed being both directed 
to his Highness and by him referred to the Council for 
Foreign Plantations to be by them considered of and upon 
examination of the fact to report the state thereof with their 
opinion to the Council. 

({nterregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 285.) 


PETITION OF JOHN JEFFREYS OF LONDON, SEPT., 1655. 


Merchant, in behalf of Colonel Richard Lee of Virginia to 
the Lord Protector & his Council. 

Upon his last voyage from Virginia to London Col. Lee 
brought over certain ounces of plate part of his household 
goods with intent to change the fashion for his own private 
use. Upon his return towards Virginia in the Anthony of 
London the searchers at Gravesend seized said plate, every 
piece having the Colonel’s coat of arms engraved thereon 
who knew not but that plate manufactured might be trans- 
ported thence to his Highness’ Plantations & for private use ; 
Col. Lee being according to his degree and quality faithful 
and useful to the interest of this Commonwealth, prays for an 
order for the discharge of said plate. 

Signed by John Jeffreys pro. Coll. Rich. Lee. 

(Colonial Papers, Voi. 12, no. 51.) 


AFFIDAVIT SIGNED By CoLONEL RiIcHARD LEE, OF VIRGINIA, 
Sept. 7, 1655. (INCLOSURE. ) 


That a trunk containing about two hundred ounces of plate 
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shipped aboard the Anthony of London to be transported to 
Virginia was seized by the Searchers of Customs at Gravesend 
as prohibited goods. That said trunk & plate belong to him- 
self Col. Lee and that he intended the same for no other than 
his own use in Virginia, that he had the most part in Virginia 
many years together which about a year and a half since he 
brought for England and that every piece has his coat and ( ?) 
arms or his usual mark engraven thereon and was for his own 
and no other use or purpose whatsoever. 

Sworn before James Guildford Mayor of Gravesend 11 Sept. 
1655. 

Indorsed Sept. 1655. ref. 3 Oct. 1655. 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, No. 51. I.) 


Report ON Cot. Lee’s Piate, Sept. 7, 1655. 
(Inclosure. ) 


Report of the. Commissioners of Customs to the Lords ot 
his Highness’ Council. In obedience to their Lordships’ order 
of 3d Oct. they have examined the matter of fact alleged in 
the petition of John Jeffreys and find the same in substance 
true. Are of opinion that altho’ by law all plate bullion & 
coin be prohibited to be exported yet if their Lordship be 
pleased to grant pet’rs desires, the same will be a high favor 
to the pet’r and no more than hath been formerly granted unto 
persons of like quality and employment. 

Indorsed, “R 11 Oct. 1655.” 9 Oct. 1655. 

“Col Harvey affirms the plate to be of no great value. Ord’d 
16 Nov. 1655.” 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 51. II.) 


ORDER OF HIS HIGHNEsS & CoUNCIL, Oct. 3, 1655. 


On consideration of the petition of John Jeffreys of London 
merchant for and in behalf of Col. Richard Lee of Virginia 
and of said Colonel’s affidavit thereunto annexed concerning 
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a quantity of plate seized upon Ordered That it be referred 
to the Comm’rs of the Customs to take consideration thereof 
and report the state of fact to the Council. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 322.) 


ORDER OF HIS HIGHNEss & CounciL, Nov. 16, 1655. 


On reading report from the Com’rs of the Customs in pu- 
suance of the Council’s reference upon the petition of John 
Jeffreys on behalf of Col. Richard Lee of Virginia, concerning 
a trunk of plate belonging to said Colonel which was seized 
on by the Officers of the Customs at Gravesend as the 
same was carrying aboard the Anthony to be _ transported 
to Virginia and on consideration of said Colonel’s affi- 
davit that the same was intended for his own use in Vir- 
ginia and that the greatest part thereof was by him brought 
from Virginia about a year and a half since Ordered by his 
Highness the Lord Protector and the Council that said plate 
be discharged from the said seizure and be restored petitioner 
for Colonel Lee’s use and the Com’rs of the Customs are 
hereby empowered and required to take order that the same 
be discharged and restored accordingly. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 384.) 


PETITION OF PENRUDDOCKE? AND DUKE, JAN. 18, 1655-6. 


Petition of Edward Penruddocke and George Duke now 





2In March, 1655, the Royalists of Wiltshire under the lead of Col. 
John Penruddock, of Compton Chamberlayne, and Hugh Grove, of 
Chisenbury, made an attempt to restore the King’s authority. They 
were defeated at South Moulton in Devonshire, and Penruddock, Grove 
and fifty or sixty others were captured and placed in Exeter Goal. Pen- 
ruddock, Grove and a few others were executed. Many of the captives 
escaped from prison. One of these, Major Thomas Hunt, escaped 
on the day before his execution by the daring of his two sisters, and 
‘““was never more heard of in England.” (Gardiner’s Commonwealth 
and Protectorate, London, 1903, III, 293.) Possibly he was the Thomas 
Hunt afterwards a well-known man in Virginia. Edward Penruddock 
was, no doubt, a kinsman of Col. John Penruddock. 
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prisoners at Exon to the Council of State. Have been ordered 
for “transplantation” to Barbadoes where petitioners are like 
to be very much destitute of all accommodation and necessa- 
ries. Forasmuch as they are in hopes & expectation of greater 
probabilities of enjoying better accommodations and supplies 
to their necessities in Virginia, pray the decree may be altered 
and the pet’rs ordered to be transplanted to Virginia. 

(-6.) 


. 


Indorsed, “Ord’r 18 Jan’y 1655” 


(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 61.) 


ORDER IN REGARD TO PENRUDDOCK AND DUKE, JAN. 18, 1655-6. 


Odrer of his Highness & Council on petition of Edward 
Penruddock and George Duke now prisoners at Exon. Ordered 
that upon sufficient security given before Major Gen. Dis- 
browe, Maj. Gen. of the Western Counties that they shall 
embark themselves for Virginia within three months and not 
return from thence without special license and in the mean 
time not to act or attempt anything to the prejudice of his 
Highness or the present Government, said General Disbrowe 
do give forthwith Warrant to the Keeper of the prison at the 
Castle in Exeter to permit said pet’rs to be at liberty during 
said three months to the intent they may in that time fit 
themselves for the said voyage. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 481.) 


PETITION OF CECIL, Lorp BALTIMORE AND ADVENTURERS OF 


MARYLAND TO (THE Lorp PROTECTOR), JAN. 22, 1655-6. 


Complain of Capt. Richard Bennet and Captain Claibourne 
for injuries done in Maryland and killing and imprisoning div- 
ers of their men, shooting four to death in cold blood, plunder- 
ing the planters &c. Pray restitution to their rights and his 
Officers to their places and those complained of secured and 
brought to answer. 
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Minute. “Under a particular reference from his H” (igh- 
ness. ) 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 150, p. 433-) 


PETITION OF RICHARD BENNET AND COLONEL SAMUEL 
MATHEWS TO (THE Lorp PRoTEcTor), JAN. 22, 1655-6. 


Business of Virginia referred to the Committee for Planta- 
tions. Nothing done. A reference obtained to Lords Com’rs 
Whitelocke and Widdrington, pray delivery of the papers that 
they may make their defence. 

Minute. “Papers to be delivered.” 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 150, no. $87.) 


ORDER OF HIS HIGHNESsS & CouNcIL, JULY 15, 1656. 


That petition of Richard Bennet and Samuel Mathews 
Esq’rs Agents for Virginia and the rest of the plantations 
in the Bay of Chesapeake be referred to Sir Charles Wolse- 
ley, Col. Sydenham, Lord Vis’t Lisle, Sir Gilbert Pickering, 
Mr. Rous or any two of them to consider thereof and re- 
port their opinion therein to the Council. 


(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 105, p. 251.) 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL TO WHOM THB 
PETITION OF Cot. MATHEWS AND COL. BENNET, AGENTS 
FOR VIRGINIA IS REFERRED, JULY 31, 1656. 


Have considered said petition & report from Lords White- 
locke and Widrington about the differences relating to Vir- 
ginia and Maryland and are of opinion that it be referred to 
the Committee for Trade to consider of the whole matter and 
to state the case and return their opinion to his Highness and 
the Council. 

Indorsed. “Rep’t by Sir Ch. Wolseley 31 July 1656.” 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 13, no. 10.) 
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OrDER OF HIS HIGHNEsS & CouNcIL, JULY 31, 1656. 


On consideration of a report of the Committee of the Coun- 
cil to whom petition of Richard Bennet and Samuel Mathews 
Esq’rs, Agents for Virginia and the rest of the plantations 
in the Bay of Chesapeake was referred and in concurrence 
therewith. Ordered that said pet’rs together with the humble 
Representation of the Governor Council & Burgesses of the 
Grand Assembly in Virginia therewith annexed as also a re- 
port from Lords Com’rs Whitelocke and Widrington made 
to the Council in pursuance of his Highness reference to them 
upon petition of Cecilius Lord Baltemore and the several 
papers thereunto annexed be referred to the Committee for 
Trade who are to consider thereof and to inform themselves 
of the state of the case and thereupon to certify the same 
with their opinion to his Highness and the Council. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 105, p. 303.) 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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FROM THE ORIGINALS IN THE VIRGINIA STATE ARCHIVES. 





(CONTINUED. ) 





PETITION THAT CAPE HENRY* AND VICINITY BE PRESERVED 
AS COMMON LAND. 


To the Honourable William Nelson Esquire, President and 
Commander in Chief of the Colony of Virginia, in Council: 
The Petition of the Subscribers, Inhabitants of the County of 





*Unatil within a few years past, the wild stretch of sand dunes, 
swamps and pine-barrens near Cape Henry was known as “the Desert.” 
Prior to the date of the petition in the text, there had been a few grants 
within this section. 

On December 19, 1711, Captain Horatio Woodhouse was granted 237 
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Princess Anne in behalf of themselves and the other Inhabitants 
of this Colony, humbly sheweth— 

That the Point of Land called Cape Henry bounded East- 
wardly by the Atlantic Ocean Northwardly by Chesapeake Bay, 
Westwardly and Southwardly by part of Lynhaven River and 
by a Creek called Long Creek and the Branches thereof is 
chiefly Desart Banks of Sand and unfit for Tillage or Cultivation 
and contains several thousand Acres. 

And that for many Years past a Common Fishery hath been 
carried on by many of the Inhabitants of said County and others 
on the Shore of the Ocean and Bay aforesaid, as far as the West- 
ern Mouth of Lynhaven River. And that during the Fishing 
Season the Fishermen usually encamp amongst the said Sand 
Hills and get Wood for Fuel and Stages from the Desart. And 
that very considerable quantities of Fish are annually taken by 
such Fishery which greatly contributes to the Support and main- 
tenance of your Petitioners and their Families. 

And your petitioners further shew that they have been in- 
formed that several Gentlemen have petitioned your Honour to 
have the Land aforesaid Granted to them by Patent; and that 


acres at a place called the Desert between Chesapeake Bay and the 
Long Shore. On June 23, 1732, this same land, with enough in addition 
to make 740 acres, was granted to Robert Richmond. On September 
26, 1764, William Woodhouse was granted a small tract near Cape 
Henry adjoining Charles Hiil’s late survey and Linkhorn Bay, and on 
July 10, 1766, Charles Hill received 94 acres near Cape Henry on the 
eastern side of Broad Bay. These grants, which prohably had no 
permanent occupants, only affected a small part of the ‘‘desert’’ and 
the prayer of the petitioners was evidently listened to for the great body 
of land around the Cape was not granted until 1869. This grant seems 
without precedent, as far as can be seen, in our land records. It is 
dated October 1, 1869, and conveys to Dr. John P. Hale and his heirs, 
3,1'8 acres near Cape Henry called the Desert. It recites that the 
grant is made in compliance with a survey made February 19, 20 and 22, 
1809, which survey was in consideration of certain treasury warrants. 
The line begins on the shore of Long Creek, near its mouth in Broad 
Bay, running along the line of Richmond’s patent of 1732, to a point 
near the narrows of Broad and Sinkham Bays, above Capt. Thomas 
Cornick’s line, to head of Rainey’s Pond, &c. 

What makes the grant remarkable is that after the survey was made 
there was a delay of sixty years before the patent was issued. 
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one Keeling hath lately Surveyed a Part thereof Situate near the 
Mouth of Long Creek aforesaid, and that if a Patent should be 
granted for the same it would greatly prejudice the said Fishery. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that no Patent may be 
Granted to any Person or Persons for the same Lands or any 
part thereof; and that the same may remain a Common for the 
Benefit of the Inhabitants of this Colony in General for carrying 
on a Fishery and for such other publick Uses as the same prem- 
ises shall be found convenient. 

And your Petitioners shall pray &c. 


James Kempe, Edw’d Moseley, 
Thos. Wishert, Enoch Whitehurst, 
Charles Williamson, William White, 
Hugh Craigdallie, Lemuel Thoroughgood, 
Thos. Abbott, Jonathan Hopkins, 
Lemuel Newton, William Leggett, 
Samuei Stone, John Whiddon, 
John Cake, William Ackiss, 
Tully Moseley, Mat. Shields, 
William Hunter, Jo. Whitehurst, 
Chr. Whitehurst, Thomas Turner, 
Robert Jones, Moses McClelin, 
Sam’! Boush, Anth’y Fentries, 
Fred’k Boush, John Newton Cooke, 
John Keeling, Elias Roberts, 
Rob’t W"son, Jonathan Dawley, 
Richard Berry, Richard Edwards, 
John Hurden, Charles Sayer, 
Will Wishart, Thurmer Hoggard, 
Max’an Boush, Johnson Nimmo, 
John Williams, Peter Clay, 

James Henly, Smith Godfrey, 
Thomas Old, Jr., James Edgar, 
Joshua Paseley, St. Jam Price, 
James Fentress, James Sparrow, 
John Trewren, Jonathan Porter. 


[ Endorsed. ] 
Cape Petition. Inhabitants Princess Anne. 
Between 1770 & 1772. 
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PETITION OF CoL. THOMAS SLAUGHTER* TO LoRD DUNMORE. 

To the Right Hon’ble John Earl of Dunmore his Ma’tys Lieu- 
tenant & Governor General of Virginia and the Hon’ble the 
Council thereof : 


The Petition of Thomas Slaughter humbly sheweth 
That in the year 1756, he received a Commission from the 





* The presence of the Culpeper militia at Winchester in 1756, is shown 
by Governor Dinwiddie’s letters. 

Thomas Slaughter was son of Robert Slaughter of Culpeper (who 
died 1769). He was a member of the House of Burgesses for Cul- 
peper at the sessions of March, 1756, April, 1757, March, 1758, Septem- 
ber, 1758, November, 1758, February, 1759, November, 1766, March, 1767, 
and March, 1768. He married and had issue. 

William Green was member of the House of Burgesses for Culpeper 
at the sessions of February, 1752, November, 1753, February, 1754, 
October, 1754, May, 1755, August, 1755, October, 1755, September, 1758, 
November, 1758, February, 1759, November, 1759, March, May and 
October, 1760, and March, 1761. He married and had issue. 

Ambrose Powell was a vestryman of Bromfield Parish, Culpeper, in 
1754. In his will, proved in Culpeper, October 20, 1788, he divises 
a *‘ warrant for 2,000 acres of land as an officer in the last war,’’ 7. e. the 
French and Indian. He was an ancestor of General Ambrose Powell 
Hill, C. S. A. 

John Field was a member of the House of Burgesses for Culpeper, at 
the sessions of March, 1761, January, 1762, March, 1762, November, 1762, 
May, 1763. January, 1764, October, 1764, May, 1765, November, 1766, 
March, 1767, and March, 1768. He commanded a regiment at the battle 
of Point Pleasant, October 20, 1774, and was killed in that action. His 
will was proved in Culpeper, May 15, 1775. 

Robert Green was probably the brother of Wm. Green, above. 

Benjamin Roberts died in 1782, when his will was proved in Culpeper. 
It is not known to the writer whether he, or his son of the same name, 
was the captain in a Virginia State regiment, 1778-81. 

Francis Kirtley was a vestryman of St. Mark’s Parish, Culpeper, in 
1761. He died in 1763. 

Francis Slaughter was probably the second of that name. His father 
would have been too old for active service as lieutenant. He removed 
to Kentuckey about 1785 and settled in Hardin county. 

John Green was member of the House of Burgesses for Culpeper, at 
the session of May, 1769. He served gallantly throughout the Revolu- 
tion, was Captain, 1st Virginia, September 6, 1775; Major, August 13, 
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Hon’ble Robert Dinwiddie Esq’r then Lieut. Governor to be 
Colo. of a bodie of Forces from the County of Culpeper with 
directions to raise four hundred men, to ke marched on an expe- 
dition against the Indians above Winchester under the Command 
of y’r Petitioner, A Major, five Captains, Ten Lieutenants & 
Proportionable Subaltern Officers. 

That in Obedience to this command Y’r Petitioner raised up- 
wards of 300 men & marched with the Officers whose Names are 
Subjoined, to Winchester, where he was to receive the Orders of 
George Washington Esq’r then Commander of the Virg’a Reg- 
iment, and there being forces Assembled there from other Coun- 
ties, which in the whole were judged more than necessary, Colo. 
Washington, after holding a Council of War, determined to dis- 
charge part, & to save expence, reserved part only from each 
County, that there might be no necessity to retain any of the 
Field Officers; under which regulation two Companys of the 
Men from Culpeper were kept there & emploied during the 
Summer. 





1776; wounded at Mamaroneck, October 21, 1776; Lieutenant Colonel, 
March 22, 1777; Colonel, roth Virginia, January 26, 1778; transferred to 
6th Virginia, September 14, 1778; and served to January 1st, 1783 (Hei#- 
man). He died in Culpeper in 1793. 

George Wetherell was a justice of Culpeper in 1765, and signed the 
county protest against the Stamp Act (Green’s Cudpeper, II, 131.) He 
married Milly, daughter of William Bledsoe of Culpeper. 

James Barber was doubtless James Barbour, third of the name (Green, 
II, 136), who was a member of the House of Burgesses for Culpeper at 
the sessions of November, 1761, January, 1762, March, 1762, November, 
1762, May, 1763, January, 1764, October, 1764, and May, 1765. He was 
County Lieutenant in 1775. 

John Slaughter married Milly, daughter of Robert Coleman, and had 
several children. See Green’s Culpeper, I, 86. 

A Thomas Triplett served in the Revolution as Captain in Graysons 
Additional Continental Regiment, 1777-78. 

James Slaughter was member of the Culpeper Committee of Safety in 
1775. He was styled ‘*Colonel,” no doubt from a later rank in the 
militia. 

William Staunton was probably son of Thomas Staunton, vestryman 
of St. Mark’s Parish, who died in 1741. 

William Lightfoot was a son of Major Goodrich Lightfoot. 
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That your Petitioner was not an Officer of the Militia at the 
time he received the said Commission, but accepted it for that 
service, & was afterwards emploied in Various Services, such as 
Recruiting men for the Royal American Regiment, and march- 
ing in a Company of Volunteers to the Frontiers during the 
War. 

That y’r Petitioner Conceived himself and the Officers who 
marched under his Command as aforesaid, intitled to Lands 
under his Majesty’s Proclamation of Octob’r 1763, And humbly 
prays for himself and them, leave to Locate & Survey the same 


in order to obtain Patents. 
And he will pray &c. 
Thom’s Slaughter Col’o. 
Wm. Green, Major dead & Wm. Green heir at law. 
Ambrose Powell Capt., stayed all the Summer. 


John Field do. do afterwards in the 2d Regm’t. 
Robert Green do. discharged at Winch’r. 

Benj'a Roberts do. do. 

Fran’s Kirkley do. do., Wm. Kirkly heir. 


Lieut’s—Fran’s Slaughter & John Green. 
Ensigns—George Weatherall stayed the Sumer. 

James Barber, 

John Slaughter, 

Tho’s Triplett, 

James Slaughter, 

William Stanton, 

Fran’s Slaughter, jr., 

Wm. Lightfoot. 

[ Endorsed. | 


Colo. Tho’s Slaughter’s Pet’n read & rejected Ap’! 20th, 1774. 


MusTER ROLL OF THE FIELD AND STAFF OFF’RS OF 2D 
ViRG’A REG’T FOR THE MONTH OF JULY, 1777. 


Alex’ Spottswood Colo. Pres’t. 

R’d Parker L’t Colo. do. 
Morgan Alexander Recruiting Virg’a. 
Richard Claiborne Adj’t Pres’te. 
Ambrose Madison Paym’r do. 
James Wallace Surg’n do. 
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Wm. Graham Mate do. 


Rob’t Bell QM’r_ do. 
Alex’r Spotswood, Colo. 


A MustTeR ROLL OF THE FIELD AND STAFF OFF’RS OF 2D 
VirG’A REGIMENT OF Foot IN THE UNITED STATES 
FOR THE MONTH OF AUG’T, 1777. 


Names. Rank. Rem’ ks. 
Alex’r Spotswood, Colo. 
Rich’d Parker, Lt. Colo. 
Morgan Alexander, Major. 
Ambrose Maddison, Paym’r. 
R’d Claiborne, Adj’t. 
James Wallace, Surjeon. 
William Graham, Mate. 
Robert Bell, O M’r. 


Alex’r Spotswood, Colo. 
[ Endorsed. ] 
Muster Roll 2d Virg’a Reg’t Aug’t 1777. 


ACCOUNT WITH RICHARD HARRISON,* STATE AGENT. 


Dr. The State of Virginia in Acco’t Curr’t with 


1777 Livres &c. 
Decem’r 27—To Cash adv’d Mr. Iverson Sur- 
veon of the Musketo TQB cee ccs 
1778 


Feb’y 5—To Cargo & Disbursements of the 





* Richard Harrison was, at the beginning of the Revolution, agent for 
Virginia at St. Eustatia and Martinique. See this Magazine, XVII, 258. 
The accounts are in regard to various vessels, owned or chartered by the 
State. The transactions seem in part to refer to cargoes shipped on the 
account of the State and in part to prize money due officers and men 
of the State Navy. In 1789 and 1790, when the account was finally 
settled, Richard Harrison seems to have been living in Alexandria. 

The Liderty mounted 18 guns. Commodore Barron stated that she 
fought twenty actions during the war. (So. Zit. Mess., 1857, p. 134.) 

Captain Thomas Herbert, of the Virginia Revolutionary Navy, came 
from the vicinity of Norfolk. 
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Rt inte So 


Schooner Hornett Capt. Ha- 
ley @ acco’t & Invoice 42,883 12 6 
25—To Cash advanced the crew of 
Brig’ts Idea & Ann in part of 
Prize Money # acc’t trans- 
mitted 2,420 5... 
July 16—To Sundry Goods @ the Hornett 
Capt. James Hoobs # Invoice 
herewith 18,594 3... 
To Disbursements of Schooner 
Hornett Capt. James Hobbs 
® acco’t herewith rr ee 
To Balance carried to new acco’t 12,950 9 4 


£82,485 II 10 


Richardson Harrison. Cr. 
Livres &c. 


Thaw 


g 
ie 
i 





1778 
Feb’y 5—By N'tt Proceeds of Cargo ® the 


Hornett Capt. Haly ® acc’t 

Sales rend’d 27,170 11 6 
June 20—By Abram Van- 

bibber, for 

overcharge on 

Goods # the 

Dolphin in 1776 £178 14 10% 

Amo’t of Lux & 

Bowbys pro- 

tested Bill of 

Exchange, 

wrong charged 

the State in 

former Acc’t 696 7 3 





875 2 1% is 17,502 2... 
By 7 stand of Arms overcharged 
® the Molly @ 24—& Com- 
mission on Va. 8.8 176 8... 
July 14—By N’tt Proceeds of Cargo ® the 
Hornett Capt. James Hobbs 
® Acc’t Sales herewith 28,409 Q «+e 
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By Sales of Prise Brig’t Idea & 
Ann @ Acc’t herewith 9.227 I 4 





£82,485 II 10 





July 16—By Balance # Contra 12,950 9 4 


St. Pierre, Martinique. 
E. E. R’d Harrison. 


[Endorsed. ] 


July 16. 1778. Account Current, Richard Harrison vs. State 
of Virginia—ent’d 18th August, 1778. 


Quantity of Figs & Raisins saved from the Brig’t Idea & Ann 
(captured by the Liberty Capt. Herbert) and reshipped from 
Martinique in the Year 1778 by Richard Harrison on Acco’t & 
Risque of the State of Virginia. 


[The quantity of figs and raisins was 24 tierces, 550 barrels, 
2,535 ‘‘Frails.’’ The names of the vessels, masters and con- 
signees, in which the capture was reshipped, were: Revenge, 
Isaac Freeborn, to Erskine & Donaldson, at Boston; Jane, Wil- 
liam White, tosame; General Lincoln, John Margeson, to same; 
Neptune, Henry Messerve, to same; Polly, Simon Elliot, to same; 
General Smallwood, John Rogers, to Isaac and Thoroughgood 
Smith, Netumpkin Inlet; Unzty, Gabriel Bryan, to James An- 
derson, Georgia, and Charming Sally, Edward Hammond, to 
Erskine & Donaldson, Boston. The dates of shipment were 
in February, March and April, 1778. 

Richard Harrison states that besides these shipments to 
America he accounted in July, 1778, with the State for 9,227 
livres, one sol and four densiers, money of Martinique, being the 
balance (after paying charges) from the sale of a part of the 
cargo and the materials of the vessel. The above was the only 
prize, or prize money, that ever came into his hands from cap- 
tures by vessels of the State. ] 


[Enclosure. ] 


Richard Harrison Esquire—In Acco’t with—the Common- 
wealth—as appears by the Books of Thomas Smith Esquire 
late Agent for Virginia. 
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1778 Dr. 
Aug’t 18—To Cargo exported #% Hornett for 
Nett Proceeds of Tobacco amount- 
ing as ® sales dated 16th July 1778 














Livres. 
to 28,409.9 @ 1 / 1420 9 § 
To Brig Liberty’s Prizes for Nett Pro- 
ceeds of Cargo & part of Stores sold 
in Martinique amounting as ® Sales 
Livres. 
dated 16th July to 9227.2 @ 1/7 461 71 
1,881 16 6 
To Balance due # Contra 4 559 30% 
1778 Cr. 
May 14—By Capt. Thomas Herbert paid the 
Crew of the Brig Liberty that 
carried the prize Idea & Ann into 
Martinique as #@% Acco’t (Livres) 
2420.5 @1/ ® Livre I2I 03 
Aug’t 18—By Cargo imported #% Hornett for 
sundries amounting ® Invoice 
Livres. 
dated 16th July to 18594.3 @ 1 / 929 14 1% 
By Schooner Hornett for Disburse- 
ments amounting as #% Account 
Livres. 
dated 16th July to 5439.2 @ 1/7 271 Ig I 
1,322 13 5% 
By Balance due the Commonwealth 559 30% 
£1,881 16 6 
(Copy) L. Wood, Jr., Sol. 


Richmond Solicitor’s Office, 
13th Feb., 1790. 


[Enclosure. ] 


William Erskine Esquire—In Account with—the 
Commonwealth as appears by the Books of 
Thomas Smith Esq’r late Agent for Virginia. 
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1778 Dr. 
Aug. 18—To Liberty’s Prizes for N’t Proceeds 
of raisons 1,686 17 4 
1779 
Oct. 1—To an outstanding debt being part of 
Brig Liberty’s Prize TOO nese ove 
1778 ce. 
Aug’t 18—By Delegates in Congress for your 
Draft on Nesbitt 1,586 17 4 
Dec’r 18—By Liberty’s Prizes for Balance being 
debts outstanding ye 
1,686 17 4 
(A Copy) L. Wood, Jr., Sol. 


Richmond Solicitor’s Office, 
13th Feb., 1790. 
[ Endorsed. ] 
Commonwealth v. Wm. Erskine Esq’ Acco’ t. 
[Enclosure. } 


John Weareat Esq’r Continental Agent South 
Carolina in Account with the Commonwealth 
as appears by the Books of Thomas Smith 
Esq’r late Agent for Virginia. 


Georgia Currency. 
1780 Dr. 
Feb. 18—To James Anderson Esq’s for a re- 
mittance made you 660 16 4 
To Balance due # Contra Lb 
Virg’a Currency. 
1780 Cr. 
Feb’y 18—By Benjamin Day Esq’r my Draft on 
you 1000 Dollars Virginia currency waar 
Balance due the Commonwealth 
(Copy) L. Wood, Jr., Sol. 


Richmond Solicitor’s Office, 
13th Feb’y, 1790. 
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[ Endorsed. ] 
Commonwealth v. John Weareat Esq’r Acco’t. 
[ Enclosure. ] 
St. Pierre, Martinique, 7 novem., 1785. 


His Excellency the Governor & Commander in chief of the 

State of Virginia: 

Sir: 
I have already addressed three Letters at different Periods, 
to their Excellencies the Governors of the State for the Time 
‘being, respecting the Matter which is the Subject of this. The 
preceeding ones being written in the Time of War, I presume 
miscarried, as I never had a Reply to any of them. 

In the Year 1776 or 1777, the privateer Musquito Capt. Harris, 
armed by the State of Virginia, took a valuable prize & carried 
her into Guadeloupe, where she was disposed of by a certain Mr. 
Soubies of Point Peter. Mr. Richard Harrison then Agent here 
for that State, commenced an Action against him for the Re- 
covery of the Proceeds: said Soubies refusing to account with 
him for more than half thereof: alledging that Capt. Harris, at 
his Departure, had made him Agent for himself & Crew. The 
Musquito never returned after going out again from Guadeloupe. 
The amount of the prize was between 70 & 80 thousand Livres. 
When Mr. Harrison left this Island he gave me his power of 
Attorney & Orders to prosecute the Matter which I did till the 
Year 1782, unsuccessfully, for want of immediate Powers from 
the State of Virginia. The Action was then suspended, the 
Expenses of which, amounting to about 5 thousand Livres were 
not decreed to either Party. Besides which I incurred others by 
sending a Gentleman of Abilities to accommodate the Affair with 
Mr. Soubies, who assented to his proposals but never comply’d 
with them. 

In this Manner stood the Affair at the time of my last Letter 
on the Subject, since which my Absence from this Island has 
prevented me from ascertaining the present State thereof. If it 
remains yet unsettled, and your Excellency thinks proper to 
empower me by Letter of Attorney under the Seal of the State, 
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to demand the Amount as well for the Crew as for the State, I. 
will on the Receipt thereof, present myself at Guadeloupe, on 
purpose to finish the Business, and will punctually comply with 
your Excellency’s Instructions for recovering the Amount & re- 
mitting the Sums I may receive. 

My Intimacy with General Count Damas, Commander in Chief, 
of the Windward French Islands will procure me such Recom-, 
mendations from him to the Governor of that Island, as will. 
greatly facilitate & expedite a Settlement with Mr. Soubies. 

This will be handed to you by Rawleigh Colston Esquire who 
will have the Honour of receiving your Excellency’s Commands 
for me on this Occasion. 


I am with due Respect 
Your Excellency’s 
Most obedient & 
most humble Servant, 
Samuel Parsons. 
[ Addressed. ] 
His Excellency 
The Governor & Commander in Chief 
of the State of 
Virginia. 
[ Endorsed. ] 


Mr. Parson’s Letter respect’g prize money. 
[ Addressed. ] 


To His Excellency Beverly Randolph 
Richmond Solicitor’s Office, 
2oth Jan’y, 1790. 
Sir: 

On investigating the Account of the Brig Liberties Prizes 
that your Excellency the 14th Nov’r last was pleased to direct 
me to take Measures for the Recovery of the Balances, I find 
4461.7.1 due from Mr. Richard Harrison then of Martinico: 
4£,100—due from Mr. Wm. Erskine then of Boston: & the differ- 
ence between £660.16.4 Savanna Currency & £300—Virginia 
Currency due from John Wearwatt Esq’r the then Continental 
Agent in South Carolina. I presume these persons ought to be 
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addressed by Letter, was I acquainted with their present Resi- 
dence for want of which, enquiry at the places above mentioned 
I apprehend is necessary & who to address I am at a loss, not 
being sufficiently acquainted with any Person that would prob- 
ably take the trouble for the Commonwealth to trace their re- 
moval or inform of their Representatives if dead: to remedy 
which difficulty I hope your Excellency can mention who I may 
apply to for information with reasonable hopes of Success. Mr. 
Smith informed me that Mr. Harrison was at Alexandria & there- 
fore should your Excellency approve it shall write him on this 
Business, Requesting an adjustment of his Accounts & payment 
to the Treasury. 
Most Respectfully I am Sir, Your Excellency’s 
most Obd’t & very h’ble Serv’t, 
L. Wood, Jr., Sol. 


P. S. since writing the foregoing have been favoured with a 
sight of Mr. Harrison’s Letter to the H’ble J. Wood, the Ac- 
count therein contained seems to correspond with Mr. Smith’s 
Books but am dubious whether the Balance is yet paid. I appre- 
hend not, 

[ Endorsed. ] 


Mr. Solicitor. Done. 





VIRGINIA MILITARY FORCES IN 1779. 


In the general Assembly, 
Friday the 14th of May, 1779. 

Resolved, that the governor and council be desired forthwith 
to inform the general Assembly of such measures, as have been 
taken for the defence of the commonwealth against the present 
invading enemy,* and are proper to be communicated. 

Test: 
May 14th, 1779. E. Randolph, C. h. d. 





*In May, 1779, a British force, under General Matthews, took posses- 
sion of Portsmouth, destroyed the public stores at Gosport and Norfolk, 
burnt Suffolk and destroyed upwards of a hundred vessels. The enemy 
soon afterwards returned to New York. The Governor’s letter appears 
to have been a response to a later resolution. 
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Agreed to by the Senate. 
J. Beckley, C. S. 


(A copy) 
E. Randolph, C. h. d. 


[Endorsed. ] 


Resolution of Gen’! Assembly calling for proceedings, 
rec’d May 15, ’79. 


[ Addressed. ] 


The hon’ble Benjamin Harrison esq., 
Speaker of the 
House of Delegates: 


Wms’ burg, November 4th, 1779. 
Sir: 

According to the pleasure of the House of Delegates signified 
in their resolution of the 16th of the last month, I now inclose 
you a State of the armed Vessels belonging to this Common- 
wealth, and returns of the Garrison & Artillery regiments, and 
of such part of the four. troops of horse for Eastern service as 
are raised. What progress is made in raising the four new bat- 
talions, is out of my power to say, the returns being very few, 
probably the collected information of the Members of General 
Assembly may enable you to form a Judgment. A Considerable 
part of the Men for the Illinois troop of horse is raised. Orders 
were sent in June to Colo. Todd to purchase horses there. The 
present strength of the Illinois battalion under Colo. Clarke, I 
am unable to State with accuracy; but from information of Offie 
cers from thence not long since, its number was about three hun- 
dred. 

I also inclose you Sir, returns of the Virginia troops now with 
the grand army, of Colo. Gibson’s regiment at Fort Pitt, of so 
much of Colo. Baylor’s regiment of horse as is with the grand 
army, and of Colo. Taylor’s regiment of Guards for the Conven- 
tion troops. An Express has been sent to General Scott for a 
return of the new Levies under his command, which we may 
hope to receive very shortly, and shall be communicated to you 
the moment it comes. I am sorry that no returns enable me to 
give you an exact State of the residue of Colo. Baylor’s horse 
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with the Southern army, of Colo. Bland’s horse nor of two inde- 
pendant Companies of infantry under Capt’ns Ohara and Heath 
at Fort Pitt, for all of which you are entitled to credit as part of 
your Continental Quota, according toa resolution of Congress 
of March 15 1779 to be found in the printed Journals, but of 
which no authentic Copy has been received by us. Colo. Tay- 
lor’s regiment on its present establishment seems not to come 
within the descriptions in the resolutions, tho’ in Continental 
service. 

I have been much longer in collecting & transmitting to you 
these returns than I at first hoped. I beg you to be assured 
that I have not added a moment to those delays which the col- 
lecting of them has unavoidably occasioned. 


I have the honour to be with the greatest respect Sir 


Your most obedient 
and most humble serv’t, 


Th. Jefferson. 


[Beginning with ‘‘I have the honour’’ the handwriting is that 
of the signature. | 
[ Endorsed. ] 


Governor’s Letter. Nov’r 41779. Clarke’s troops 300 &c. 


(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 
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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 


For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779. 





(From Originals in the Collection in the Virginia Historical Society.) 





(CONTINUED) 





Head Quarters Buckingham June 20, 1778. 


Maj’r Gen’! to morrow L’d Sterling. 
Brigadier to morrow Muhlenburg. 
Brigade Major Claybourn. 


Each Regiment is to furnish a Sub each Brigade a Captain & 
the Line a field Officer who are during the March to mount 
with the Morning Guards & under the direction of the Brig- 
adiers of the Day to Collect all straglers and march them to the 
Army, they are more over to see that nothing which Can or 
ought to be brought away is left on the Ground or properly Se- 
cured their that this business may be Conducted with ease a Sub & 
12 Dragoons are to assist —The Comm’g Officer of the Caval- 
lery will give Orders for having them furnished in rotation, if the 
morning should not be very wet, the Gen’! Troop and March 
will be as this morning—if the Commissary is Provided the men 
are to have each a jill of Spirits served to them this afternoon— 
The old and new Guards are to Parade in the Road oposite head 
Quarters.—Lt. Colo. Lyme will march in the Rearto morrow & 
under the direction of the Brigadier of the day to Superintend 
Collecting Straglers &c. 


S Cc P 
Guard : , : ‘ I 4 
for Pioneers ; : . of 2 
Quarter Guard I 6 


- 
Ny 


12 
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Head Quarters Currels Ferry, June 21, 78. 


Major Gen’! to Morrow De La Fayett. 

Brigadier Smallwood. 

F. O. Colo. Parker & Lt. Colo. Malone. 

Brigade Major Cox. 

Bringer up Lt. Colo. Carlton. 

A Gill of Spirits p’r Man to be Issued to the Troops this eve- 
ning. 

Those Brigades that are out of Provisions will draw this after- 
noon at Mr. Simpsons on the West Side of the Ferry. 

No Men are to Bathe till Sunsett. 

The Troops are to begin to Cross the Ferry at % past 3 
O’Clock to morrow Morning precisely, at which time the new 
Guards are to Parade on the East side of the Ferry & the Old 
ones on the West where the Officers who are to march in the 
‘ will also assemble—the General to Beat at 3% past 
two & the Troop at % Past three in the Morning. 

C S S Cc P 


for Guard ‘ ; I 5 
In Guards 4 

& S S C P 
Detail for Guard 1g I o 5 
In Guards. R I 4 
Ammunition Guard. . I 
to go to East Town . I 





Head Quarters June 22, 1778. 

Major Gen’! to Morrow L’d Sterling. 

Brigadier Scott F. O. Lt. Bodlam & Major Allison. 

Brigade Maj’r Banister. 

Bringer up Lt. Colo. Coleman. 

A field Return is to be made this afternoon under the imme- 
diate derection of the Brigadiers and Officers Commanding Bri- 
gades who are to be responsable for their exactness, these Re- 
turns are to Comprehend those men only who are actually on 
the Spot fit for duty. In time of Action, amongst which the 
Guard will be included, the unarmed Men to be distinguished— 
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the Soldiers to have their arms well Cleaned and afterwards Care- 
fully Inspected together with their Ammunition by their respec- 
tive Officers. The Tents & heavy Baggage if their is any will 
be seperated from the Army for some days the Officers will Con- 
tent themselves with a few necessaries during that time.—The 
Q. M. General will make his araingment accordingly he will 
Give Orders respecting the movement of the separate baggage 
none but Invalids and Men unfit for ye fatigues of a March are to 
go Guards to the Baggage. Intrenching Tools are to be assigned 
to the Brigades in due proportion & delivered to the Care of the 
Brigade Q. Master—when Circumstances will Permit the Artifi- 
cers & Pioneers are to advance before the Van Guard of the 
Army & repair the Roads with Facines and earth in stead of 
Rails which serve to Cripple the Horses.—The Q. M. General 
will fall on some method to have Straw equally & regularly dis- 
tributed to the Men when they arrive at the Ground of Encamp- 
ment to prevent Confusion and waist. 

On a march the Maj’r Gen’! of the Day will pay particular 
attention that the Column advances in Complete Order and not 
so fast as to fatigue and distress the Rear.—The Brigadier of the 
Day with the Officers Ordered to remain in the Rear will see 
that every thing is properly Conducted, the Guards kept to their 
duty and all damage to the fruit Trees prevented of which the 
whole Roade hitherto exhibits such shamefull Proofs.—Com- 
manding Officers of Corps will see that their Men fill their Can- 
teens before they begin the March that they may not be under 
the necessity of running to every Spring and injure themselves 
by drinking cold Water when heated by Marching. 

Each Brigadier is to furnish an active Spirited Officer and 25 
of his best Marks Men immediately, these Parties to Join Colonel 
Morgan’s* Corps and Continue under his Command till the 
Enimy pass through the Jersey, after which they are to rejoin 
their Regiments without further Orders. 

The General will beat at 3 O’Clock tomorrow morning & the 
Army will march at 4 O’Clock Precisely. The Q. M. G. will 
Communicate the Order of March & the Rout & will acquaint 
the Major Generals with their respective Command. 





* Col. Daniel Morgan. 











76 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 


Head Quarters June 23, 1778. 


Major General to morrow Lee. 

Brigadier Poor. 

Field Officers Lt. Colo. Russell & Vandike & Maj’r Vaughan. 

Brigade Major Learnard. 

Bringers up Lt. Colonel Regnair. 

Field Officer for Detachment Colonel Parker. 

The Troops will Cook their Provision and in every respect be 
in the greatest readyness possible for a march or Action very 
early in the morning.—When the General beats the Army is to 
be put in readyness to march, on beating the Troop the March 
begins. The Wings and the Second Line are each to furnish 2 
Captains 3 Subs. 3 Serjeants 3 Corporals and 117 Privates for 
Guards daly till further Orders.—The Guards to Parade tomor- 
row before Doctor Decamps Quarters when the General beats— 
with 40 Rounds p’r Man.—The Commissary of Military Stores 
will deliver out Arms to morrow to the Returns signed by Com- 
manding Officers of Regiments or Corps who will send very 
early for such number as are wanting to Complete their men 
now on the Ground fit for duty. 





B. O. June 24, 1778. 

A Brigade Court Martial whereof Lt. Colonel Dabney is ap- 
pointed Presidant will set this day at 11 O’Clock at the Presi- 
dants Quarters for the Tryall of all Prisoners in the Brigade all 
witnesses to attend also an Orderly Serjeant from each Regi- 
ment which will be observed as a standing Order 

1 Capt. & 2 Subs. 


Head Quarters East Jersey, Doct’r Decamps House, 
June 24, 1778. 

Major Gen’! to morrow Marquis De L Fayett. 

Brigadier Waine. 

F. O. Colonel Johnson Lt. Colo. Heath & Maj’r Lee. 

Brigade Major Marshall. 

Bringer up Colonel Smith. 

Officers are on no account to be absent from their enCamp- 
ments and are to be perticularly vigilant to prevent their men 
from straglin. 
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The Troops in point of provision & every other respect are to 
be held in Constant readyness for moving when the General 
Beats which will be the signal for marching. 

The Commanding Officers of Corps are to make exact Returns 
of the axes Tomahawks and other such Tools in possession of 


their Corps. 
S S Cc P 


for Guard . F , 6 
In Guards . : ‘ I 





Head Quarters Kingstown, June 25, 1778. 


Maj’r Gen’! to Morrow L’d Sterling. 

Brigadier Huntington. 

F. O. Lt. Colos. Syme Lt. Colonel Carlton & Maj’r Gilman. 
Brigade Major Alden. 

Bringer up Lt. Colo. Burr. 





Head Quarters Cranberry, June 26, 1778. 


Maj’r Gen’! to morrow L’d Sterling. 

Brigadier Woodford. 

F. O. Lt. Colo. Vost Lt. Colo. Crupper & Colo. Green. 
Bringer up Co’o Swift. 

Brigade Maj’r McCormick. 


Guard ‘ ; oe I 6 





Head Quarters Cranberry, June 27, 1778. 


No Drums to beat on the March except for Signals (Viz.) To 
halt in front for the Rear to come up 3 Long Runs. 

To March when the Rear is come up a common March, 

To Quicken the March the Granidiers March. 

These Signals to begin in the Rear under the derection of the 
Brigadier of the day & are to be repeated by the Orderly Drum 
of every Battilion from Rear to Front. 

an Orderly Drum is to be kept Ready Braced with each Bat- 
tilion for this Purpose when the whole Line is to halt for refresh- 
ment the first part of General will beat in front & is to be 
repeated by every Orderly Drum down to the Rear. The 
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Troops are to be Completed with Provision (Salt meat if 
possible) up to the 29 Inclusively they are to draw immediately 
and have it Cooked. The Commanding Officers will see this 
Order executed as soon as possible. 
C S S & P 
Detail for Guard ‘ I 6 
Ammunition Guard . I 2 





Head Quarters Monolopy, June 27. 


Maj’r Gen’! to Morrow L’d Sterling. 

Brigadier Patterson. 

F. O. Colonel Patton Lt. Colo. Mellen & Lt. Colo. Ford. 
Bringer up Colo. Wigglesworth. 

Brigade Major Stagg. 


As we are now near the Enimy & of Consequance Vigilance 
and precaution more essentially nesessary—The Commander in 
Chief desires and injoins it upon all Officers to keep to their 
Posts and their Soldiers Compact so as to be Ready to form a 
march at a moment’s warning as Circumstances may require. 





Head Quarters June 28, 1778. 


Cc S S Cc P 
Detail For Guard . I re) re) re) 6 





Head Quarters Freehold, Monmouth County, June 29, 1778. 


Major General to Morrow De La Fayett. 

Brigadier Muhlenburg. 

F. O. Colo. Chambers Lt. Colo. Harney & Major Steward. 
Brig’e Maj’r Haskell. 

Bringer up Lt. Colo. Mead. 


The Commander in Chief Congratulates the Army on the Vic- 
tory obtained over the Arms of his British Majesty Yesterday 
and thanks most Sincerely the Gallant Officers and Men who 
distinguished themselves upon this occation and such others as 
by their good Order and Coolness gave the happyst Presages of 
what might have been expected had they came to Action.—The 
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Comm’d in Chief also thanks Gen’! Dickenson and the Malitia 
of this State for the noble Spirit which they have shown in op- 
poseing the Enimy on their march from Philadelphia and for the 
Aid which they have given by harrasin & Impeeding their mo- 
tions so as to allow the Continental Troops time to come up with 
them.—A Party of 200 Men to Parade immediately to bury the 
slain of both armies Gen’! Woodfords Brig’e is to cover the 
Party—the Officers of the American Army are to be buried with 
the Military honours due to Men who have so nobly fought and 
Dyed in the Cause of Liberty and their Country.—Doct’r Coch- 
ran will direct what is to be done with the Wounded and the 
Sick he is to apply to the Q. M. G. & Adjutant General for 
necessary assistance.—The several Detachments except those 
under Colo. Morgan are to Join their respective Brigades imme- 
diately and the Line to be formed agreeable to the Orders of 
the 22 Instant. The Army is to march from the left the Second 
Line in the front the Cavalliry in the Rear the Army to march at 
5 O’Clock.—A Serjeant Corporal and 12 Men from Gen’! Max- 
well’s Brigade are to Parade immediately to Guard the Sick to 
Prince town hospital Doctor Craig will give directions.—Colo. 
Martin is appointed to superintend Collecting the Sick and 
Wounded on the Armies Rout thro’ the Jerseys between Currels 
and Monmouth and send them to Princetown hospital he will 
Call immediately at the Orderly Office for further Orders. 

It is with Perculiar Pleasure that the Commander in Chief can 
inform General Knox and the Officers of Artillery that the 
Enimy have done them the Justice to acknowledge that no 
Artillery could be better surved than ours, 


S c P 
Detail for Guard . : ‘ 6 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 





Communicated by Mr. LATHROP WITHINGTON, 30 Little Russell street, 
W. C., London (including ‘‘ Gleanings” by Mr. H. F. WATERs, 
not before printed). 





Francis NEwTon of London, Grocer, now bound out vpon 
a voyage to Virginia. Will 24 August 1660; proved 11 January 
1661-2. Tomy wife Mary Newton £600. Residuary Legatees: 
my sisters Elizabeth Newton and Susan Newton and my Brother 
Joseph Newton. Executors: John Berry, Anthony Stanford, 
Joseph Wilson, and to them 30s. each. Witnesses: Theo: Ixem, 
Wm. Scorey. Proved by Anthony Stanford. [The probate act 
book in the Prerogative Court at Canterbury has long been 
missing. —L. W.] 
8 Laud. 

Joun Ha ct of London, intending a voyage to Virginia. Will 
5 December 1695; proved 5 December 1705. To my mother 
Prudence Hall, widow, of West Ham in Essex, £300, and to be 
sole legatee and executrix. Witnesses: Sam: Mansfield, Joseph 


Pask. 
Gee, 243. 

EpwaRD ABBES. Will 24 August 1636-7; proved 23 May 
1637. To Sarah Browne, daughter of Nicholas Browne, as 
much as will buy her a cow, and to Thomas Abbes my nephew 
ditto. To William Goulder, my man, one year and a half of 
his time in case my wife and child be dead. Residuary Leg- 
atees: my wife and child, but in case they both be dead my 
nephew Thomas Abbes. [Enxecutrix: my wife. Overseers: 
Friends Nicholas Browne and Robert Todd. Witnesses: Henry 
Batt, William Batt. [Will of Edward Abbes, late in Virginia, 
in parts, beyond the sea deceased, proved by Sarah, his relict.— 
Probate Act Book. ] Goare, 75. 

[Robert Todd was living in York county in 1642, and patented land 
in Gloucester in 1652. Two brothers, Wiiliam and Henry Batte, sons of 
Robert Batte, Vice-Master of Oriel College, Oxford, were living in Vir- 
ginia as early as 1653. If these were the witnesses to the will they came 
to the Colony much earlier than has been supposed. ] 
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WILLIAM STRACHEY of St. Giles in the Fields, County Mid- 
dlesex, yentleman. Will 1 February, 1634-5; proved 13 June 
1635-6. To sonne John Strachey and his heirs, whom I had by 
my now wife Elizabeth, my houses in King Street, Cittie of 
Westminster, by indenture 30 December 1631-2, between me 
and my now wife by name of Elizabeth Jepp, widow, Robert 
Westcomb, and John Cockshuto, gentlemen. The rest of the 
houses in or near King Street to my son Edmond Strachey. 
To son William Strachey, when 21, houses on Fish streete Hill, 
London, the rent to educate and maintain him and the three 
other children I had by my first two wives. Residue to my 
three daughters, Katherine, Frances, and Elizabeth. If son 
Edmund marry, of money had with his wife £600 to daughters 
Frances and Katherine, etc., etc. Executors: my wife Elizabeth 
and Uncle Howard Strachey. Witnesses: Tho: Lloyd, Willm. 
Strackey, Will: Goode, John Hallywell, Jun., Scr., Mary 
Strachey. [Codicil.] If lands in Grinstead, in parish of Chip- 
ping Onger, Essex, late John Borne’s, Gent., deceased, conferred 
on his son Richard and his heirs, failing them to Francis Strachey, 
daughter and heire to Andrew Borne, deceased, late wife of 
William Strachey the deceased come to a legacy of £300 
is to be paid daughter Katherine. Witnesses: Tho: Lloyd, 
Will: Strachey, William Goode, John Hallywell, Jun., Scr. 


Sadler, 69. 


[A William Strachey, who was of Gray’s Inn, came to Virginia in 
May, 1610, was Secretary of State and Recorder, returned to England 
about October, 1611, and about 1612 wrote the valuable History of Tra- 
vaile into Virginia, Britania, which, however, was not printed until 
1849. Sir Edward Strachey, of Sutton Court, the representative of the 
family, thought that the testator above was the author, while Alexander 
Brown (-Genesis) believed that he was another William Strachey (father 
of the testator), who married Frances Foster in 1588, and ‘‘ was living in 
1620.” 

In the Wiliiam and Mary Quarterly, 1V, 192-194, V, 6-10, is an inte- 
resting account of the Stracheys. William Strachey, the testator, had a 
son William who went to Virginia and died in 1686, leaving an only 
child, Arabella, who was twice married. By a later marriage, William 
Strachey, of the text, was great-grandfather of John Strachey, M. D. 
(1709-1756), who settled in King and Queen county, Va., and of Henry 
Strachey, of Sutton Court, ancestor of the present baronets of that place. ] 
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GEORGE HEALE of City of Lancaster in Rappa hanock. 
Will 30 December 1697; proved 10 March 1708-9. Land and 
Plantation wherein I now live bounding upon South east side of 
the main road which leads from Mr. Ball’s Mill toa Mill which 
was formerly Josias Draper’s, between the said Roads and 
Thomas Davises, containing about 1300 acres to my son George 
Heale. Remainder of dividend Land upon North West of said 
Main Road, then up along the white Marsh to Timothy Stamp’s, 
then to aforesaid Main Road, 500 acres, to my son John Heale. 
Main Road to be dividing line between George and John, and if 
either are without heirs, to longest liver whole 1800 acres. My 
land in the Forrest at the head of Corotom’ on west side of the 
Main Swamp, bounding on land formerly Nathaniel Browne’s 
then along the Head line that divides this land from the land of 
Giles Robinson and Randolph Miller, so far along said head line 
that a direct course to Main Swanip shall include 400 Acres, to 
my son Joseph Heale, if he die, then to John. My land in 
Cherry Point, bounding on land of Mr. Keen and Mr. Crawley, 
100 acres, tv my daughter Ellen Heale, if she die to daughter 
Elizabeth Heale, then to daughter Sarah Heale. My Land down 
at Corotoman, 350 acres adjoining lands of William Clarke, 
Mathew White, Mr. Arms, Mr. Harrison, and the main road, to 
my two daughters Elizabeth and Sarah Hele. My quarter Plan- 
tation in the Forrest at the head of Corotoman to son George 
Heale for use of son Nicholas Heale, but if he die, to child, be 
male or female, my wife is now with, and if he to die Son George 
Heale is to have the quarter. Executor: Son George Heale. 
Overseers: Mr. Robert Carter and my son-in-law Mr. William 
Ball. Witnesses: Jas. [sic. Query ‘‘Jos.’’ in original] Ball, 
James Innis, Wm. Ball. Administration to Arthur Bailey, 
Esquire, attorney for son George Heale, now in Virginia, execu- 


tor, as to effects in Great Britain and Ireland. 
Lane, 58. 


[This name is more generally spelt Heale. This will was also proved 
in Lancaster county, Va. For a genealogy of the family see William 
and Mary Quarterly, XVII, 202-204, 296-299. ] 


WarRIN SMITH. Will 24 February 1613-4; proved 5 May 
1615. By my father Robert Smith’s will he gave to Wm. Smith 
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Brockatt Smith, and Robert Smith (Robert being at the making 
of the will still unborn) my brethren a rent of £10 yearly during 
their lives out of lands at Hitchin in Countie of Hartford, and 
then revoked because the Hitchin lands were entayled by my 
grandfather Symon Warren. I give to them as follows: To 
Brother William £150. To Brother Brockett £100. To 
Brother Robert £100, to be paid from debt of John Mynn of 
Ewsham, County Surrey, Esq. To Brockett and Robert, my 
youngest brothers, my benefit of my Adventures to Somers 
Islands otherwise called the Barmodies and Virginia wherein I 
paid in £137. 10. To John Hollifax £10 and my twoe suites 
and Cloake lyned w’th velvett left in custody of Mr. Dennys 
Bretton. To Dennis Bretton £50. Residuary Legatee and 
Executor: Dennis Breton. Witnesses: He: Bretton, James 


Goodman, Willian Robotham. 
Rudd, 47. 


[In 1615 Warren Smith was one of the charter members of the Somers 
Islands Company. ] 


[THE Hon’BLE] BENJAMIN TASKER of the City of Annapo- 
les, Esq. Will 15 February 1766; proved 30 December 1768. To 
my wife Ann the dwelling house and lots adjoining and all plate 
and personal estate, she to be executrix, Land and negroes, to 
be sold and produce divided between her and my children. To 
my daughter Anna Ogle £2500. To daughter Rebecca Dulany 
£2500. To daughter Elizabeth Lowndes, wife of Mr. Christo- 
pher Lowndes, £2500 to be used in trust for her during her 
husband’s lifetime. To daughter Frances Carter, wife of Robert 
Carter in Virginia, £2500. Whereas the late Governor Ogle 
left me one of his executors, and each of his daughters £1000, 
already paid his eldest daughter, to his youngest daughter to be 
paid as on my Book of Accounts, marked S. O. fol. 40. To my 
four grandsons which are my godsons, viz: Benjamin Ogle, son of 
the late Governor Ogle, Daniel, son of Daniel Dulany Esq., Ben- 
jamin son of Christopher Lowndes, and Benjamin, son of Robert 
Carter of Virginia, £1000 each. To my daughter Anne Ogle, 
Mr. Christopher Lowndes, and Robert Carter £1000 in Bank 
of England for use of Benjamin Benson when 21, meanwhile 
the interest for his education in some public school in Great 
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Britain. As my son Benjamin Tasker, deceased, by his will 
desired me to sell his real estate, I make the aforesaid three his 
executors or any two of them. As two tracts of land in Frede- 
rick County one called Vine containing , the other the Will, 
containing 100 acres, belonging to late Governor Ogle were 
patented to Mr. William Steuart and by him conveyed to me I 
give them to Benjamin Ogle heir at law to the said Governor. 
Witnesses: Joseph Galloway, Sam’! Galloway, And’w Buchanan. 
Before Walter Dulany, Commlssary General, 4 July 1768 Ann 
the widow swears to above will. Administration with will 
annexed to Osgood Hanbury and William Anderson attorneys 
for Anne Tasker, relict, in Prerogative Court of Canterbury for 
receiving dues and transferring £10,000 in Capital Stock of 
Bank of England, except £1000 thereof, etc. Second grant 20 
November 1770 to James Anderson of Great Tower Hill in 
parish of St. Olave Hart Street London, Merchant, as one of 
attorneys for Ann Tasker, widow, residing in Annapolis, on 
transferring £5000, part of £9,950 in Bank of England to Anne 
Ogle of Annapolis, widow and Benjamin Ogle of ditto gentle- 
man, also £3950 to said Benjamin Ogle, also £1000 to said Ann 
Ogle of said Annapolis, Royal and Christopher Lownds and 
Robert Carter, Esquires. Administration of goods in Kingdom 
of England 3 November 1772 to said James Anderson of Great 
Tower Hill, St. Olave Hart Street, London, Merchant, attorney 
for Anne Tasker. relict and executrix. 





Secker, 470. 


[Benjamin Tasker was President of the Council of Maryland for thirty- 
two years, and acting Governor 1752-53. For notices of the family see 
Dinwiddie Papers 1, 13, 14, and Maryland Historical Magazine, IV, 


191, &c.] 


Joun Custis of New Romney, County Kent, Gentleman. 
Will 21 August 1704; proved 27 October 1704. To my daugh- 
ter Elizabeth, wife of John Mathews, living in Acamack in 
Virginia, £100. To Daughter Ann, wife of Richard King of 
New Romney, County Kent, Gentleman, £100. To each of 
her children £50. Residuary Legatee and Executor: My son 
in law Richard King. Trustee and guardian for my daughter 
King and her children: My loving kinsman Mr. Arnold King of 
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Bromly, County Kent, gentlemen. Trustee for daughter Eliza- 

beth: Mr. Arthur Bayly of Mile end, County Middlesex, Esq. 

Witnesses: Walter Batson, John Yeates, Henry Darington. 
Ash, 196. 


[ John Custis was, of course, a member of the Eastern Shore family 
of the name; but his exact place is unknown to the writer. ] 


Tuomas IsHam of Middle Temple, of London, Gentleman. 
Will 13 June 1676; proved 20 July 1676. To be buried in the 
Chancel of Hilsden Church, if convenient. To cousin Francis 
Drake of Stretton Rudely £400 upon trust for the heir male 
apparent of my Cousin German Henry Isham of Virginia who 
shall come to live in England for one whole year after he is 21. 
If no heir, I give £100 to my said cousin Henry Isham. To 
my uncle Denton, Doctor of Phisick, £100. To Cousen Alex- 
ander Denton, Barrister of Middle Temple, £20. To cousin 
George Nicholas of Covent Garden £10. To cozen Anne his 
wife £10. To cousin Robert Dormer of Lincoln’s Inn, Barres- 
ter, £10. All lands and Residue of estate to my dear friend 
Francis Drake, of Stretton Rudely, whom I appoint executor. 
Witnesses: Paul Perrott, Nich: Page. Codocil 17 July 1676. 
To Uncle Dr. Denton £50. To Mrs. Mary Gape, widow, £10. 
To my Lady Tippen my bed and furniture at Wheatfield. To 
my cousin Ann Woodward, my dear Franck Drake’s mother, 
the best piece of plate I have. Rest of plate to deare Cousin 
Francis Drake’s wife. To Nicholas Page, Cooke upon Littleton, 
Cooke’s Reports and Trotman’s Abridgements Authorized to all 
law Books and law noates. One of the greatest reasons of this 
guift to my Cozen Isham was to encourage Sir Edward Brett to 
be very kind to him when he comes over into England and there- 
fore I begg his kindnesse to his kinsman and mine aforesaid. 
Witnesses: Jane Fowke, Richard Parker, Tabitha Parker. 


Bence, 92. 


HENRY IsHAM of Henrico County in Virginia. Will 13 
November 1678; proved 5 June 1680. To Joseph Ryall, my 
half brother, £40 in goods. 2. To Richard Perrin his wife, John 
Wilkinson his wife, and William Byrd, and his wife, to each a 
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gold ring about 12s. price. 3. To my Hono’le Mother Mrs. 
Katherine Isham one full third of my personal estate in Virginia 
and England. 4. To my sister Mrs. Anne Isham. Ditto Sly. 
My plantation in Charles City County in Virginia commonly 
known as Doggams to my sisters Mrs. Mary Randolph and Mrs. 
Anne Isham. 6thly. All the rest of my estate in Virginia and 
England to my executor, Mr. Wm. Randolph. Witnesses: Ja: 


Tubb, John Wynn, Wilbert Daniel, Hugh Davis. 
Bath, 81. 


[Henry Isham, Sr., came to Virginia about 1656, where he had a grant 
of land. As the records of Henrico county, where he lived at Bermuda 
Hundred, previous to 1677 have been destroyed, no copy of his will re- 
mains; but the records show that he died about 1675. He married 
Katherine, widow of Joseph Royall, of Henrico county (stated in the 
Isham pedigree to be a daughter of —— Banks, of Canterbury, Eng.,) 
and had issue (1) Henry, died 1679, unmarried. His will is given above; 
(2) Mary, married William Randolph, of ‘‘Turkey Island,” Henrico 
county ; (3) Anne, married Frances Eppes, of Henrico county. For 
notice of the Ishams, with abstracts of wills, of Henry Isham, Jr., and 
his mother, Mrs. Katherine Isham, see this Magazine IV, 123, 124. 

The wish of Thomas Isham was granted, for Sir Edward Brett in his 
will, dated in 1652 and proved in 1683 (Waters, 447,) gave Mary and 
Anne Isham £200 apiece. Their brother Henry was then dead. 

The genealogical volume for Northamptonshire, of the Victorian 
County History of England, contains the latest and most authentic 
Isham pedigree. ] 
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gai Isham [of Pytchley? } 


d. 1424, March 13. 
m.— 








| 
Robert Isham [of Pitchley ?] 
b. 1402. 


d. 
m. Elizabeth, daughter Aston of Knuston, near Irchester, 
Co. Northampton, 


| 
William Isham of Pytchley. 
b 


d. June 13, 1510 [16?]. 
m. Elizabeth Bramspeth, d. Thomas of Glooston, Co. Leicester. 


| 
Thomas Isham of Pytchley. 
b 


d. 1547 +? . 
m. Elena Vere, dau. { Richard Vere of Addington, Co. Northampton. 


(Eleanor) Isabella Green, d. John of Drayton, same Co. 
Descended fr. Robert de Vere, 2nd son of Aubrey de Vere, 


Euseby Isham of Ringstead. 
He never inherited Pytchley; his father’s long life and his mother’s 


**joynter” prevented. 
b 


d. will Aug., 1546; proved Dec. rr, 1546. 
m. Anne Poulton, dau. Giles, of Besborough, Co. Northampton, 





| | | 
yles Isham of Pitchley. Robert. GregoryIsham John of Henry. 





G 
b. A of Braunston. Lamport. 
d. Aug. 31, 1559. Priest. b. | Gregory of 
m. —— d. Sept. 4, 1558. Lamport Barby. 
No sons. m. Elizabeth Line. 
Dale of Bristol. Present Barby 
| Bart’s. Line. 
Sir Euseby Isham 
of Pytchley. 
b. Feb. 26, 1552. 
d. June 11, 1626. 
m Anne Borlase, dau. of John 
of Marlowe, Co. Bucks. 
| | ao 
ohn. Euseby. William. Gregory. Thomas. Anthony. 
d. Dec. 9, 1616. bp. March 20, 1587-8. 
d. bef. 1631. 
Anne, m. Aug. 15, 1625, Mary Brett, d. William, 


of Toddington, Co. Bedford. 


Henry Isham of Virginia. 

b. c. 1628. 

d. c. 1676. 

m. Katherine Banks, wid. Joseph Royall. 


V2 = a 


Henry Isham. Mary. Anne. 
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JoHN TEMPLE of Bishipstrowe, County Wilts, gentleman. Wil] 
4 March 1635-6; proved 23 January 1637-8. To be buried in the 
Chancel of Bishopstrowe Church. To the church gos. To poor 
20s. To my wife and executrix Mary Temple all household 
stuff, Plate, etc., in my house at Bishopstrowe. To my wife 
until my son William Temple shall be 22 my lands in Hachbury, 
Parish of Warminster, and my mitls, he to pay her £1000 when 
he reaches 22 to enable her to pay the legacies. To my daugh- 
ters Mary, Elizabeth, and Hester Temple £500 each. Over- 
seers: My brothers in lawe William Seaman, Clearke, and 
Samuell Seaman, gentlemen. Witnesses: Tho. Seaman, Sam- 
uell Seaman. Commissary for oath, William Seaman, rector 


of Upton Skidmore. 
Lee, 4. 


[Burke’s Landed Gentry (edition of 1886) begins the account of the 
Temples, of Bishopstrowe House, near Warminster, Wiltshire, with the 
statement that William Temple, of Bishopstrowe (son of John Temple, 
of Kingston Deverell,) had, with other issue, Peter, born 1661, ances- 
tor of the present Temples of Bishopstrowe, and Joseph, born 1666, 
“ whose descendants are settled in Virginia, U. S. A.” 

The will in the text is that of John, called by Burke, “of Kingston 
Deverell.” 

The “ Marriage Licenses at Salisbury,’? now in course of publication 
in the Genealogist, gives the license, dated January 3, 1616-17, of John 
Temple, of Bishopstrowe, gent., to Marie, daughter of William Seame, 
of Upton Scudamore. The will gives this name as Seaman. John 
Temple’s will refers to property in Hachbury. The Salisbury licenses 
give, also that of Philip Temple, Mercer, of Hachbury (Heytsbury), and 
Mary Maton, of Stockton. Probably Philip Temple was of the same 
family. 

It is not certain whether Joseph Temple (born 1666) came to Virginia, 
or whether it was his son. Destruction of county records prevents cer- 
tainty. By deed dated October 22, 1722, recorded in Essex county, 
certain Bristol merchants, who had established an iron works in Vir- 
ginia, appointed, as their attorney, Joseph Temple, of Bristol, merchant, 
&c., ‘‘now resident at said iron works.” 

The following are the earliest grants of land to Joseph Temple : 

(1) Joseph Temple, of King William county, Merchant, 1,000 acres on 
the north side of Northanna River, in Spotsylvania county, September 
14, 1728. 

(2) Joseph Temple, of King William, gent., 250 acres on the north side 
of Northanna, in Spotsylvania county, September 1, 1728. On January 
31, 1732, he had a regrant of these two tracts. 
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(3) Joseph Temple, of King William, gent., 1,390 acres in Hanover 
county. adjoining the lands of John Harris, Thomas Wash, Major 
Thomas Carr, Richard Bullock, Jr., and Mr. Benjamin Brown, August 
5, 1731. 

Joseph Temple bought other land in Spotsylvania in 1744, but was 
dead before 1760, as in that year and in 1762 Joseph Temple (and Mary 
his wife), and Benjamin Temple, of King William, sold lands in Spotsyl- 
vania which had formerly been granted to their father, Joseph Temple, 
deceased, and by him, in his will, devised to them. Joseph Temple, 
the elder, was a justice of King William in 1732, and sheriff in 1738. 

The following account of the family was contained in a letter written 
in 1831 from Mrs. Polly Williamson, daughter of Col. Benjamin Temple, 
to Dr. William Gwathmey, of King William county: 

Mr. Joseph Temple came to this country a wealthy merchant. He 
was born in England, and was a descendant of Sir William Temple [of 
course untrue], British Resident at Brussels in the reign of Charles 
II. He married Ann, daughter of Benjamin Arnal [Arnold]. He was 
first a merchant at Ayletts, King William county; after marriage he 
lived at the place now called Presqueisle. Joseph and Ann Temple had 
ten children—five sons and five daughters. 

Joseph, the eldest, married Molly, daughter of Col. Humphrey Hill. 
[Joseph Temple was a member of the King and Queen Committee of 
Safety, 1774-75.] 

Liston Temple married Agnes, daughter of Dr. Elliott. [Liston 
Temple was captain of King William county militia in the Revolu- 
tion. See this Magazine XV, go. ] 

William Temple married Miss Cowne from the place called Cownes, 
in King William county. 

Benjamin Temple married Mollie, daughter of Robert Baylor and 
Mollie Brooke, his wife. [Benjamin Temple served as a lieutenant in 
the French and Indian War, and in the Revolution was commissioned 
Captain Virginia Dragoons, June 15, 1776; lieutenant colonel First Con- 
tinental Dragoons, March 31, 1777, transferred to Fourth Dragoons, De- 
cember Io, 1779, and served to the close of the war. He was a member 
of the Virginia House of Delegates and Senate and the Convention of 
1788. His wife died August 7, 1820, aged 72.] 

Samuel Temple married Fannie Redd, of Caroline county. [Samuel 
Temple was lieutenant in the Caroline county militia in the Revolution. 
See this Magazine XV, 90. ] 

Hannah married Mr. Owen Gwathmey, of “ Burlington,” King Wil- 
liam county. 

Sally married Mr. John Tunstall, son of Col. Richard Tunstall, of 
King and Queen county. 

Molly married Col. Thomas Elliott, son of Dr. Elliott. 

Martha married Benjamin Elliott. 
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Nancy married Mr. John Fleet, of King and Queen county. [She died 
May 7, 1754.] 


Joun Pope of Bristoll, Mariner, about to go to sea. Will 4 
February 1700-1; proved 19 August 1702. To my mother 
Joane Pope of the City of Bristol, widow, all that Plantation 
commonly called the Clifts in County Westmoreland in Poto- 
make River in Virginia. Witnesses: William Scott, Abraham 
Alyes, [Quakers]. 

Herne, 138. 


Tuomas Opie of the City of Bristoll, Mariner, now in Virginia. 
Will 16 November 1702; proved 26 July 1703. To be buried in 
the grave of my Grandfather Mr. David Lindsay. To my Brother 
John Opie my second best bed, etc., likewise my large silver 
cup to my brother Lindsay Opie. To my three sisters, Hellen, 
Susannah, and Sarah Opie, remainder of bedding or lynen, &c. 
To my Sister Hellen my Silver Tankard, Sister Susannah Opie 
my gold chaine, Sister Sarah Opie my Dyamond ring and other 
rings (my signett ring excepted). To Susannah my silver pap- 
dish and spoone. To my three sisters my eighth part of the 
ship Adventure and Cargoe. If my Brother John hath my 
Fathers Signet ring, then I give mine to my Brother Lindsay Opie, 
otherwise to John. To my brothers and sisters what my father 
left me, only the Plantation will fall to my Brother John. To 
Uncle Edward Opie 20s. mourning ring my hat and gloves. To 
Mr. Francis Thruppe the same. To Mrs. Anne Keen, widow, 
and Mrs. Sarah Keen, both of Cherry point in Potomak in Vir- 
ginia, mourning rings of like value to besent them. To an old 
servant named Mary Edwards £3. To Brother Lindsay Opie 
the produce of my watch sent to Jamaica by Mr. William Wil- 
liams, or if undisposed the watch. Executrix : my Sister Susan- 
nah Opie, first paying George Bartlett and all other debts with 
what bills of exchange I have drawn upon my own account since 
my being last in Virginia. ‘‘ Item: I would have likewise have 
sent by my Executrix a Tombstone to Virginia to be put over 
my grave with my Grandfather’s on top. Witnesses: Fra’s 


Thruppe, William Burwood, Edward Evans. 
Degg, 116. 


[This will, recently discovered by Mr. Withington at Somerset 











VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 91 


House, throws most interesting light on a mysterious and much de- 
bated question. In 1889 was published by the Munsells, of Albany, a 
work on “ The Lindsays of America.” by Miss Margaret Isabella Lind- 
say. In Chapter IV she gave an account of Rev. David Lindsay, an 
early minister of Northumberland county, Va. He is frequently men- 
tioned in the county records, and by his will, dated and proved in April, 
1667, gave his whole estate to his daugter, Helen Lindsay, apparently his 
only child. On page 49 the author says: ‘‘In 1849 my father commis- 
sioned a relative tu visit the old homestead and burying place on it, 
and he took from the stone the following inscription, although even then 
it was difficult to discipher ; it was surmounted by the engraved coat of 
arms of the family: 


“Here lyeth interred ye body of That Holy and Reverent Devine, 
Mr. David Lindsay, late Minister of Yeocomico, born in ye Kingdom of 
Scotland, ye first and lawful sonne of ye Rt. Honerable Sir Hierome 
Lindsay, K’nt of ye Mount, Lord-Lyon-King-at-Arms, who departed 
this life in ye 64th year of his age ye 3d April, Anno Dom. 1667.” 


In the account given in the earlier portion of the book, relating to the 
Scottish Lindsays, it is shown that Sir Hierome Lindsay hada son, David, 
who was baptized January 3, 1603. It would not appear from her book 
that the author was ever in Northumberland county, or claimed to have 
seen the tomb herself. 

Miss Lindsay also states (page 41) that in the same tomb with the epi- 
taph of Rev. David Lindsay, quoted above, was the following : 


‘*Here also lyeth the body of Captain Thomas Opie, Jr., of Bristol, 
grandson of Mr. David Lindsay, who departed this life 16 November, 
1702.” 


In 1902 Rev. G. W. Bealy, D. D., the foremost antiquary of the North- 
ern Neck of Virginia, visited the old Lindsay burying ground in Northum- 
berland. He found one massive stone which bore, with a few verbal 
differences, the inscription in regard to Thomas Opie, Jr., which has 
been quoted, but which had in regard to Rev. David Lindsay only the 


foilowing : 
“ Here Lyeth The Body Of Mr. 


David Lindsay, Doctor of 
Divinity, Who Departed This Life 
The 3d Day Of April, 1667.” 


There was no question as to the authenticity of this description ; so 
the only conclusion which could be drawn was that the copyist for Miss 
Lindsay’s father had deceived bim. 

In 1906 Mrs. Juliet Opie Ayres, a descendant of the Opies, also visited 
the place and had excavations made in and about the graveyard. As 
the existence of two tombstones over one grave is a most unlikely thing 
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to expect, itis not known what suggested that digging might result in 
discoveries ; but it did, and two fragments of a stone were found which 
had sufficient portions of an inscription left to show that it must have 
been the one quoted in ‘‘ The Lindsays of America.” 

Immediately a warm discussion began in the press. Mrs. Ayers pro- 
duced the evidence of several reputable citizens of Northumberland and 
of a geological expert, but many of those who did not know her were 
unconvinced. That there should be two stones over one grave, erected 
in memory of the same peop!e, seemed most improbable, and the doubt 
was heightened by the fact that Miss Lindsay’s copy quoted correctly 
the Opie epitaph, which was stated by the copyist to be on the same 
stone with the Lindsay epitaph quoted by her. 

The will in the text, coming to light after an interval of more than 
two hundred years, settles the question in a most remarkable manner. 
Thomas Opie says: ‘‘I would have likewise sent by my Executrix a 
Tombstone to Virginia to be put over my grave with my grandfather’s 
on top.’’ So the unprecedented did happen, and here was a grave with 
two tombstones upon it—one above the other. And the copyist quoted 
in “ The Lindsays of America,’’ Mrs. Ayers and Dr. Beale were all abso- 
lutely correct in their statements of what they found. 





VIRGINIA’S POSITION IN FEBRUARY, 1861. 





FAR REACHING IMPORTANCE OF HER DECLARATION FOR 
UNION. 





Views OF CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 





We have been granted the privilege of publishing the following 
letter from Mr. Charles Francis Adams. Mr. Adams is the President 
of our sister organization—The Massachusetts Historical Society—and 
has, by his labours and abilities, earned for himself an honoured place 
among students of American history. Himself an Union veteran of the 
Civil War, his views, with respect to the men apd events of that period, 
possess a peculiar interest and value: 

Boston, NOVEMBER 26, 1909. 
Mr dear Mr. Munford: 

I have now, at last, access to stenographers; and so am in posi- 
tion tardily to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of your book en- 
titled, “Virginia’s Attitude Toward Slavery and Secession,” and to 
offer a few words of comment and criticism thereon. 
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In the first place, let me say that, to my mind, the chief value of 
your book—and in that respect it has great value—lies in a certain 
local significance—it is suggestive. Writing in a spirit of true his- 
torical investigation, you, a Virginian, deal with the problems and 
outcome of that agitation and consequent struggle in which Vir- 
ginia was so deeply concerned, and yet, in doing so, indulge in no 
exaggerations of language, but evince throughout a most commenda- 
ble spirit of moderation and of fairness. Your book is, if I may so 
term it, a Vindiciae Virginiae; and, largely because it is so fairly 
put, a very effective one. A happy absence of gush and effusiveness 
pervades it. 

Of course a large part of your argument is already familiar to 
students of American history. Every one who has any knowledge 
at all of the record of Virginia knows of the anti-slavery sentiment 
which there existed prior to 1830 and the Nat Turner Insurrec- 
tion; the very memorable utterances of the great Virginians on this 
head—more especially those of Jefferson and the Randolphs are also 
familiar. The confirmatory extracts you give from deeds and wills, 
while they indicate much research on your part, after all merely con- 
firm and verify evidence already conclusive. The portion of your 
work, however, which to me seems to have a real present value is 
that wherein you develope the record of Virginia during the critical 
period of 1861. You speak within correct historical bounds, when 
you say (p. 255), had Virginia, when its vote was taken in Feb- 
ruary, 1861, “declared for a policy of immediate secession, it is al- 
most certain that the remaining Southern States would have fol- 
lowed her example. In such event, President Lincoln would, on 
the day of his inauguration, have found the Capital of the Union 
encompassed by the States of Virginia and Maryland, both members 
of the new Confederation.” 

Largely overlooked in the glaring light of immediately subsequent 
events, this statement is literally true, nor have the historians of 
that period given due weight to the vital importance of the vote 
then cast in Virginia; but, remembering vividly almost every detail 
in the course of events of that period, I can bear personal evidence 
to the truth of what you assert. Had the strong hereditary Union 
sentiment then existing in Virginia not made itself felt, and had 
Virginia, on the 4th of February, 1861, thrown her voice and in- 
fluence as decisively in favor of immediate secession as the six Cot- 
ton States had already thrown theirs, I entertain no doubt that, 
when the 4th of March dawned, the Confederacy would have been 
in full possession of the national capital, and, consequently, have de- 
manded recognition from foreign powers as the de facto govern- 
ment. It would, also, in accordance with international usage, have 
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been recognized as such. Lincoln, on the other hand, would have 
been inaugurated at Chicago, or some other improvised capital, and 
the States of the Confederacy and the States of the Union would 
have confronted each other with governments de facto and de jure. 
It was the voice of Virginia which then called a halt, temporary but 
all-important, in the headlong course of events. That halt at the 
critical moment in the crisis of affairs, was decisive of ultimate re- 
sults. 

In discussing the outcome of events in history, it is useless to 
philosophize over what might have been. We have to confine our- 
selves to what actually did occur. My point now, however, is that 
at a most critical juncture—in what you well describe (p. 275), as 
“the great drama of diplomacy and play for position which preceded 
the Civil War’—the action of Virginia was decisive of what actually 
did occur. The traditional Union sentiment of Virginia upon which 
you dwell, was strong enough to prevent that crisis and catastrophe 
which, had its voice been less distinct, would have inevitably oc- 
curred. As to what the result of such action would have been had 
it been taken, one man’s guess is just as good as that of another. 
As a not uninformed participant in the course of events, my own 
guess, however, is that decisive, though precipitate, action then taken 
by Virginia would have been conclusive as to the result of the im- 
pending struggle. I have already elsewhere put on file my reasons 
for this belief. As the course of events in April, 1861, conclusively 
showed, Maryland would have followed the lead given by Virginia 
in the February preceding; and, with the Confederacy in possession 
of the National Capital, foreign recognition could hardly have been 
prevented. The result of the subsequent struggle would, I believe, 
have in that case been wholly different from what the historian has 
now to record. A square, knock-down blow, fortuitously given and 
unexpectedly received, before any conflict is seriously anticipated, can 
hardly fail to have a very decided influence on the succeeding phases 
of a struggle. 

I cannot, therefore, but believe that, in the whole history of this 
continent, there was never a more momentous election utterance than 
that indecisive protest of Virginia’s expiring unionism. In bringing 
this fact to the front, and emphasizing it, you make a veritable con- 
tribution to history. 

I agree also in the final and very forcible statement in the con- 
cluding pages of your book. If he would appreciate the forces which 
controlled the action of Virginia as respects Secession and the Civil 
War, the student of history must take into account the racial Vir- 
ginian characteristics. You state them clearly; and already more 
than once I have, in public, said what you now assert, (p. 304), that 
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the people of Virginia at that time only took a stand which had been 
pre-determined for them “by the beliefs and avowals of successive 
generations.” Opposed to them as I was, I too, think they were 
then “impelled by an unswerving idealism as their supreme incentive.” 

On the other hand, I cannot wholly concur in your apparent re- 
probation (p. 232), of what you term “the acrimonious discussions 
of thirty years, the conflicts over legislation, State and Federal, the 
criminations and recriminations of pulpit, press and platform,” which, 
as you truly enough assert, at length produced “their baneful fruit 
in the destruction of tolerance, confidence and fraternity between the 
people of the two great sections.” You state this in that strict spirit 
of impartiality characteristic of your whole book; but what in this 
way then took place was in my judgment simply the inevitable and 
unavoidable incident of every great agitation since the world began. 
Such agitations are necessarily worked up to a crisis by men who 
feel intensely. In men of that description we cannot look for sane 
measure in either speech or act; but, while not admirable, such are 
necessary, and without them as dynamic forces and factors agitations 
would die away, barren of result. From the beginning of recorded 
history to this day, no great moral uplift has ever been worked 
except through just such unpleasing tools and tactics. The anti- 
slavery agitation was, in the respects you refer to, in no way peculiar 
or especially reprehensible. 

So far as the South, and even Virginia, were concerned, the real 
trouble arose from the fact you very clearly state (p. 48), that, after 
the invention of the cotton gin and the Nat Turner Insurrection, a 
large class in Virginia, and an immense preponderance both of think- 
ing and of unthinking people in the Cotton States, accepted the in- 
stitution of slavery as permanent, and “busied themselves marshalling 
arguments in vindication of its rightfulness.” This admission, very 
significant as coming from a Virginian, goes to the root of the mat- 
ter. When the pro-slavery feeling of the South had thus taken shape, 
it inevitably resulted that, soon or late, a counter feeling, equally 
bitter and denunciatory, would develope elsewhere. The result was 
William H. Seward’s “irrepressible conflict.” 

An account, given by a Virginian, of Virginia as a factor in the 
problem both before it took shape, when it took shape, and in the 
final outcome of the resulting “irrepressible conflict,” written in a 
spirit at once judicial and historic, ought to reach a large number 
of readers in the North. Should it do so, it will go far to modify 
many mistaken and erroneous impressions there still existing as to 
the attitude and the influence exercised by Virginia during a very 
memorable period and at a momentous historical crisis, the true in- 
wardness and ultimate significance of which we are only now begin- 
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ning to fathom and forecast. Read from this point of view, your 
work is a valuable addition to the vast mass of material, connected 
with the War of Secession and the Struggle for Nationality, which 
the historian of the future must work over and assimilate. 
Believe me, etc., 
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
Beverley B. Munford, Esq., 
Richmond, Va. 





GENEALOGY. 


THE BRENT FAMILY. 
Compiled by W. B. CuILton, Washington, D. C. 
(CONTINUED. ) 
WILL oF GeorGE BRENT, OF WoopsTocK. 


In the name of God Amen. I George Brent of Wood Stock in 
Virginia, contemplating the fate of this mortal life do make and 
ordain this my last will and testament, in manner and form fol- 
lowing: 

First, I bequeath my soul to God, my Creator, & to the infinite 
mercies of my Redeemer my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by whose 
passion and merits alone I hope for salvation, through the divine 
justice, of God the Father and the holy Ghost. : 

I bequeath my body to the earth to be buried in a Christian man- 
ner, & all my worldly estate to be disposed of as follows (viz) to 
my son and heir. George Brent & to his heirs. for ever, I give all my 
lands & Rights to lands in England. 

Also I give to my said son Geo. Brent, & to the heirs of his body 
all my lands at Wood Stock, viz five hundred acres bought of Giles 
Brent, Esq. three hundred acres bought of Mr. Henry Peyton, two 
hundred acres, part of five hundred bought of Mary Rinit—the other 
sold to Mr. Nicholas Hayward, and nine hundred acres that lies be- 
tween mine and Mr. John Guin’s land. Also I give to my said son 
and to the heirs of his body.......... (page missing) (Daugh) ter 
Maria & for default of such heirs to my daughter Martha and the 
heirs of her body and for default of such heirs to my son Henry 
and his heirs for ever. To my said son Henry Brent & to the heirs 
of his body lawfully begotten I give four hundred acres the half of 
eight hundred acres of land held betwixt Colo. Fitzhugh & me & at 
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Powels Creek, which we have agreed not to take the advantage of 
suvivorship & as I would, so I know he will keep promise & con- 
firm to him my sa’d son—this is the land Harman Salley leased one 
hundred acres of. Item. I give to my sa’d son Henry Brent and 
to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten, six hundred and six acres 
part of my great tract at Brenton viz—six acres in the town and six 
hundred in the Country, being three town lots to be laid out together 
both in town and Country. 

To my son Robert Brent and to the heirs of his body, six hun- 
dred and six acres of the sa’d Brenton tract in form and manner 
aforesaid—I bequeath To my son Nicholas Brent and to the heirs 
of his body I give four hundred and four acres of Brenton tract in 
SORES: OE SNe a kay a 6bs tnnkes (three pages missing), each their 
respective bodies. 

I give to my daughter Maria Brent and the heirs of her body my 
plantation at Quanticoe bought of Richard Rechlein, being three hun- 
dred acres, and for default of such heirs, to my son Henry Brent, 
& to the heirs of his body & for default of such heirs, to my 
daughter Martha Brent, & the heirs of her body. 

To my son Henry Brent I give my land at Swanson’s Creek on 
Patuxon River, in the province of Maryland that descended to me 
from my Brother Henry Brent who was Godfather to my sa’d son 
Henry, the sa’d plantation and all its Appertenances to him my son 
Henry and the heirs of his body & for default of such heirs, to my 
daughter Maria and the heirs of her body, & for default of such to 
my daughter Martha and the heirs of her body, & for default of 
such, the reversion in my heir at law, in whom by operation & descent 
in law in all the estates tail in this my will made there is a............ 
(page missing) his heirs for ever I give the tract of seventeen hun- 
dred acres of Land upon Aquia Run where my Quarter is, having 
taken the deeds in his name, & Also I give to him the sa’d Nicholas 
one Bull and all the female cattle upon the sa’d plantation together 
with the brand mark N B used upon the plantation and also six 
sows & one boar upon that plantation. 

And my will is that at the age of sixteen he be possessed of the 
sa’d Cattle, Hogs, & six Ewes & go to live there. 

All the rest of my lands not disposed of in this my will, I give 
to my son & heir George Brent & to his heirs for ever under no 
other restraint or reservation but only to see my debts faithfully 
paid and my will full performed. 

Which sa’d lands I will here enumerate, viz—one thousand acres 
at Nomanie where Morgan Williams is tenant which either descends 
or escheats to me, upon the death of Mr. Arthur Balderoe from 
whom I have not heard this ten years, & sa’d Williams is now my 
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tenant, but if Balderoe should be living or have disposed of it, or 
any nearer heir should appear Let not my son meddle with it I 
Next five thousand acres now at 


charge him upon my Blessing. 
3ly five hundred 


3renton in my great tract not before disposed of. 
acres at the mouth of Quanticoe that I bought of Mr. William 
Browne on which Gibson is tenant of part. 4ly, five hundred and 
fifty-five acres called Budgins on which Morie Peake is tenant. 5ly 
one thousand one hundred and forty three acres on which Robert 


6ly, one tract not seated of 1391 acres lying 


Williams is tenant. 
you must 


near Budgin’s on which there is yet no tenant. Now 
know that this 1391 acres of land last mentioned was surveyed by 
one Thomas Osborne who by his will giving me his whole estate, 
this survey came to me & I obtained a patent in my own name 
after his death, but have since understood that Robert Hankes paid 
to the sa’d Osborne one thousand pounds of tobacco for some of 
the sa’d land which never was confirmed to him therefore my will 
pee an oeeaeee (two pages missing), place put by and under the 
quit rents of six shillings yearly, to be paid when the sa’d Wm. ar- 
rives at full age, & not before. And now I haveing made all the 
devises I design in my lands I shall only refer those that are con- 
cern’d in this my will to certain registers in my great Ledger which 
will show how I acquir’d my lands, how I hold them, the time and 
place of executing the deeds, Patents and conveyances, what records 
to repair to and where to find the conveyances in an alphabetical 
method placed, & marked with respective Letters which method I 
have taken and now publish in this my will because in this country 
Children differ for want of being well informed in their rights—given 
by, or descending from their Parents. 

As for my personal estate I dispose it in manner following, first 
I give to pious uses two thousand pounds of tobacco & casks to be 
disposed of by my Executors as to them shall seem most convenient, 
for which they are to be accountable to none but God Almighty. 

God having blessed me with twenty five negroes young and old 
besides any that I had with my dear last wife, I do dispose of as in 
manner following: To my son George I give Goliah, Flora, Punch, 
Sall, Jogo alias Jack, them and encrease for ever. To my son Nicholas 
I give Caesar, Great Pompey, Deborah and Samuel which last five 
are at his quarter them & their encrease for ever. To my son Robert 
I give Will, Great Jack & Rachael, Will’s wife and their encrease for 
ever. To my daughter Elizabeth Brent I give Frank, Charles, Jinney 
& Valentine them and their encrease for ever. To my son Henry I 
give Little Pompey, Bess his wife & Betty their daughter them & 
their increase for ever—to my two youngest daughters Maria and 
Martha I give Bridget and her son Will & Daughters Maria & Lucy 
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& George (Maria’s Children) & Margaret (Deborah’s Daughter) 
them and their encrease to be equally divided betwixt them—that is 
to say those six & what encrease shall come until one of them 
shall arrive at the age of eighteen or be married & then to be divided 
equally between them, & my will is that if any of my children die 
under age and unmarried that his or her part shall be divided amongst 
all my children equally both in negroes and other chattels...... ive X09 
(two pages missing), before it be twelve years old & my Daughter 
do not marry to leave more Children, that in such case the sa’d two 
Negroes shall remain to my three children by my last most dear 
wife, both them and their encrease, viz to Henry, Maria and Martha 
or to the survivors of them. 

To my son Robert I give all the female cattle at that quarter 
which I have given him in this my will & the brand R B belonging 
to that quarter. 

To my Daughter Elizabeth I give ten cows & a bull, six sows and 
a boar & my will is that they be paid to her at the day of marriage 
or age of eighteen which shall first happen. 

To my son Henry six cows, six sows and six ewes & my mare 
Jewell & her last year’s colt, 

To my two Daughters Maria and Martha I give twelve Cows, 
twelve sows & twelve ewes, equally to be divided at the age of eigh- 
teen in the eldest & on day of marriage of either which shall first 
happen. 

To my son Robert I give my mare Rose & all her encrease. 

To my son Nicholas I give the bay mare and her encrease. 

To my son Robert six ewes and do will that at the age of seven- 
teen, he go to his plantation & have the management of his estate, 
but not to sell anything besides his crops until he be of full age & 
so my meaning is for my son Nicholas altho have not yet before 
expressed it. All my plate I give to my son George & do order 
him to pay to his sister Elizabeth and his two Brothers Nicholas 
and Robert Brent five pounds sterling money to buy each of them a 
piece of plate, this plate given my son George is all marked with my 
coat of Arms. I give my wedding ring to my son Geo. Brent it 
being his Mother’s & her diamond ring to her daughter Elizabeth, 
my great PlBMisn as <cscucss (3 pages missing.) 

However I positively will they shall be paid, the debts due to me 
I hope will far over pay mine, but in case there should be any acci- 
dent, I will and desire that for this two next crops all my servants 
and slaves be employed about making good tobacco & put under good 
overseers & a great stock of tobacco that way rais’d to pay my debts 
speedily in case those due me should not come in well, which if they 
do & discharge my debts without my crops, then it will be of greater 


€ 
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advantage to my children, but still for the good of my soul which I 
must desire my friends and children to be very careful of & not neg- 
lect or delay the payment of my debts but in the first place to settle 
them faithfully. 

To my son George I give twelve cows & the remaining part of my 
sheep & all the breeding sows I have on this plantation where I live: 
my draught oxen I give four to my son George, to Robert & Nicholas 
each a yoke as they go to their own plantations, my stock of horses 
Sicioksen nace (two pages missing), these are both tobacco debts, the 
first is to be found in sa’d Mason’s ledger & the other I do not 
know to whom it is due or the amount of the sum but have heard 
that it was 8000 pounds or thereabouts & think it is to one Magone 
& another debt in which Mr. Mason and myself were jointly involved 
for indian corn to one Elisha Melows of Barbados for which he 
hath our bond & is given credit for it in my great Ledger, but no 
body has demanded it of me; the debt is about 2000 lbs. tobacco— 
now the reason that I mention these things in my will is, Because I 
most earnestly desire they may be paid to those, that they of right 
belong, and that no act of limitation be pleaded or any pretence of 
that nature in these or any other debts that are found to stand un- 
paid, by my books. I confess it is some prejudice they have not been 
demanded all this time when tobacco has laid so much upon my 
Da Bee eis (The remainder of the document is missing. It 
appears from the records of Price William County that the will was 
dated April 6, 1694. The last page in the MS. is numbered 25. Pages 
2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 24, and an unknown number 
of pages at the end are missing. The will is apparently an auto- 
graph, and has many corrections in the same hand, which would lead 
to the supposition that it was the original draft of which a fair copy 
was afterwards made.) 

By a deed in Prince William county it is shown that the will of 
George Brent, of Woodstock, was dated April 6, 1694, and by it he 
gave 2,000 acres out of Brenton to his eldest son, and directed that 
the same should be erected into a manor and a whole one quarter of 
said tract afterwards vested in George Brent, Esq’r., grandson of 
George Brent, the first named and grandfather to George Brent party 
to this deed, which is dated 1784. George Brent, grandfather of the 
present George Brent, and his son Robert, who was father to the 
present George Brent, sold portions of the land to Wm. Brent of 
Richland, father of Daniel Carroll Brent. The deed from George 
Brent (grandfather of the present George Brent), was dated 1778, 
and that from Robert Brent in 1780. The will of the said William 
Brent is’ stated to have been dated Jan. 8, 1782. 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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THE ENGLISH DESCENT OF JOHN PLEASANTS (1645-1698), 
OF HENRICO COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 
By J. HALL PLEasants, Baltimore, Md. 


(CONTINUED.) 
WILL oF JOHN PLEASANTS, EMIGRANT. 


In the name of God Amen, the 27th of 7ber, 1690, I John 
Pleasants of Curles in the County of Henrico, being of good and 
perfect remembrance prayse be given to Almighty God and knowing 
that naturally I am bourn to dye and to pass from this mortall World 
& transitory life and minding to put in order as well of all and 
Singular my land Goods and Chattles, w’ch, it hath pleased God to 
lend me and bestowe upon me, as also to declare how I have disposed 
the same to the Intent there should be no strife in or about them after 
my diseace, and first I will that all those Debts w’ch I shall owe unto 
any person or persons at the time of my disceace, be well and truly 
contented and paid within convenient time, Item I Give Grant and 
bequeath unto John Pleasants my sonn Bourn of the Body of my 
dear and loving Wife Jane Pleasants formerly the wife and Executrix 
of Samuel Tucker deceas’d all that plantation or Dividend of Land 
whereon I now dwell cald.Curles, containing by Estimation Thre 
hundred Acres, which Said Plantation was by me purchased of Wm. 
Cookson and for the better assureance thereof made over and con- 
veyed to me by William Beauchampe as heir at Law of his Brother 
John Beauchampe deceas’d as also I give unto my Said Sonn John 
Pleasants all that plantation or Dividend of Land, by me purchased 
of Philip Ludwell, called Timber Slash being by Pattent Nine Hun- 
dred Acres be it found more or less as also I give unto my Said 
Sonn John my part of A tract of Land lately taken up between 
the John Woodson, Henry Rowing and myselfe the whole tract being 
a bout Seven hundred acres one halfe part being mine, cal’d halfe 
Sinke, all which sa’d plantation, Tract & Dividend of Land a bove 
mentioned I give devise and bequeath with their appurtenances, unto 
my Said Son John Pleasants and unto the heirs of his Bodye for 
Ever, and for lack of Such Issue, I Give the Said Land with their 
appurtenances unto my Son Joseph Pleasants, bourn also of the 
Body of my Dear and Loving Wife Jane Pleasants and for Lack of 
Such Issue unto my Daughter Eliz’th Pleasants bourn likewise of 
the Bodye of my dear and loving wife Jane Pleasants and to both 
their heirs for Ever, and for lack of Such Issue unto my Brother 
Sam’el Pleasants and to His heirs for Ever, and lack of such Issue 
unto my Brother Benjamin Pleasants and to the heirs of his Body 
for Ever also I give unto my s’d Sonn John Pleasant three young 
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Pleasants and to the heirs of his Body, forever and for lack of Such 
Issue to the next right heirs of me the S’d John Pleasants the father, 
for Ever also I give unto my sd Sonn John Pleasant three yound 
Breedding mares, besides those formerly Given him with their In- 
crease of Both male and female for Ever which my mind & will 
it should be del’livd by my Executx Hereafter named, with in Twelve 
month after my desease, also I do give unto my S’d Son John Three 
Cows with Calves by their Sides, Six breeding Sowes, Ten Ewes and 
one Ram and also the new large feather Bed, with all furniture belong- 
ing to it and two new pair of Sheetes as also one Iron Pott Six 
pewter dishes one Iron Spitt two Gunns besides that which was sent 
for, for him, one Silver Tumbler and four Silver Spoones marked 
E p all which was Given unto him except the Land, shall be de- 
livered to him as aforesaid within Twelve months after my desceace 
by my Executrix and then to have as much of the Land I now 
live upon, as he with his Servants can make use of or Land upon any 
part of the Devedend where his mother shall think fitt conveniently 
to place him, with full priviledge as well upon that as upon any 
other of the whole Devidend or Tract of Land given to him to, 
gett Timber and fenceing and what else he may have occasion for, 
for any manner of work, which the said Lands and plantations by the 
disieace of his mother shall come into his own actual possession, Butt 
Incase my Said Sonn John Pleasants Should depart this Life ere 
the time these Goods and Chattels should be delivered unto him 
then I do devise and bequeath the Same unto his Sister Elizabeth 
and Brother Joseph Pleasants part and part a like to be equally 
divided, and to be delivered to them at the Age of Eighteen years 
respectively or within one year after my desceace the such shall first 
hapen and if either of them two should Depart this life ere the time 
lymitted then the Survivor of them to have and enjoye the whole, 
Item I Give Grant Devise and bequeath unto my Said Daughter Eliza- 
beth Pleasants Bourn of the Body of my dear and loving wife Jane 
Pleasants as afore Said that Plantation or Devidend of Land by me 
purchased of Abraham Childers, bounding upon Curles Swamp con- 
taining by Estimation Seventy acres be the same more or less as also 
that plantation or devidend of Land by me purchased of Henry Rowing 
and Robert Woodson both which contains about four hundred acres 
be ye Same more or tess, both which s’d plantations devidend or 
Tract of Land I give unto my Said Daughter Elizabeth Pleasants and 
to the Heirs of her Body for Ever and for Lacke of Such Issue 
unto my Sonn John Pleasants and the Heirs of his Body for ever, 
and for lack of Such Issue unto my Sonn Joseph Pleasants and to the 
Heirs of his Body for Ever and for Lack of Such Issue to the next 
Right Heirs of me the said John Pleasants the father for Ever, also 
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I give unto my S’d Daughter Elizabeth Pleasants Two Cows with 
Calves by their Side one Good feather Bed with all furniture be- 
longing to it Two p’rs.of Good Sheetes Six Ewes and one Ram one 
Silver Tumbler and five Silver Spoons and one Small Silver Tankcard 
the Tumbler and Spoons marked E P and the Tankcard E W as 
also one breeding mare besides those formerly Given her which said 
Mare shall be young not Exceeding Seven years nor under four all 
such s’d Land Goods and Chattles now given her my mind and will 
it should be delivered unto my Said Daughter Eliz Pleasants and w’t 
more shall be thought meet to be given her by her mother, as followith, 
Viz’t The Goods and Chattels within twelve month after my deceace 
the Lands when her mother pleaseth if sees convenent to lett her 
have them during her Said mothers lifetyme, if not at her desceace 
but if my S’d Daughter Elizabeth Pleasants should depart this life 
before the time these Goods and Chattles should be delivered to her, 
then I doe give devise bequeath the same unto my Sonns John and 
Joseph Pleasants that is to say the plantation Joyning upon Curles 
Swamp unto my Sonn John Pleasants and to his heirs for Ever and 
that bought of Henry Rowing and Robert Woodson unto my Son 
Joseph Pleasants and to his heirs for Ever, and the Chattles and 
Goods to be Equally devided between them part and part a like, to 
be delivered unto them within the time a boves’d butt if Either of 
my S’d Sonns John or Joseph Pleasants should depart this life before 
the time limitted then I do Give devise and Bequeath as well the said 
two plantations or Dividends of Lands as the Goods and Chattles unto 
the Suviviour of them. 
(TO RE CONTINUED. ) 


THE BROOKE FAMILY. 


By Prof. St. GEoRGE TUCKER BROOKE, Morgantown, W. Va. 


(CONTINUED) 
Record Division [Copy—3-525. ] 
5. Se. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Sur, File 6763 BUREAU OF PENSIONS, 
Rev. War. WASHINGTON, D. C., September 29, 1909. 


Sir,—In reply to your request of September 21, received September 
24, 1909, for a statement of the military history of Humphrey Brooke, 
a soldier of the Revolutionary War, you will find below the desired 
information as contained in his application for pension on file in this 
Bureau. 











104 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 


Enlisted Aug. 1777, served 3 mos. as private under Captain Liston 
Temple, Va. 

Enlisted January ro, 1778, served 3 mos. 25d. as Captain-Lieutenant 
under Col. Thomas Marshall, Va. 

Enlisted May 1, 1778, served 3 mos. 15d. as private in Gen. Nelson’s 
troop of horse, Va. 

Enlisted August, 1778, served 3 mos. 5d. as private in Col. Harrison’s 
s C. A. 

Enlisted May, 1779, served 20d. as private under Capt. Christopher 
Thompkins, Va. 

Enlisted January ro, 1781, served 3 mos. as private under Captain 
Samuel Eddins, in Col. Harrion’s 1 Con. Arty. 

Enlisted May, 1781, served 1 mo. as private under Captain Richard 
Dabney, Va. 

Enlisted June, 1781, served 2 mos. as Captain under Col. Charles 
Dabney, Va. 

Enlisted September 28, 1781, served 1 mo. as Aid-de-Camp under 
Col. Holt Richeson, Va. 

Battles engaged in, siege of Yorktown. 

Residence of soldier at enlistment, King William Co., Va. 

Date of application for pension, August 7, 1832. 

Residence at date of application, Frederick Co., Va. 

Age at date of application, born September 18, 1760,* in King William 
Co., Va. 

REMARKS.—His claim was allowed. No data relative to family. The 
above is the only Humphrey Brooke found on the Revolutionary War 


pension records. 
Very respectfully, 
V. WARNER, Commissioner. 
Mr. H. Y. BrRooxkeE, 
State of Examiner of Public Accounts, 
Montgomery, Ala. 


[This is not a literal copy of the letter. ] 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





THE ROBINSON FAMILY OF MIDDLESEX, &c. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


29. Henry® Ropinson (John’) was born in Middlesex county April 7, 
1718 (Ch. Ch. Register), and died between 1756 and 1759. He settled in 
Hanover county and represented that county in the House of Burgesses 





* This is the only documentary evidence of the date of birth of Humphrey B. 
Brooke, and it explodes the tradition that he was a graduate of Oxford. 
This Magazine, January, 1909, p. 89. 
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at the sessions of February, 1752, November, 1753, February, 1754, August, 
1754, October, 1754, May, 1755, August, 1755, October, 1755, and May, 
1756. He married Molly,daughter of Col. Thomas Waring of “Goldberry,” 
Essex county. Thomas Waring, in his will dated 1748, names his 
daughter, Molly Robinson, and appoints Henry Robinson as executor. 
In a deed, dated 1751 and recorded in Essex, there is mention that 
Henry Robinson, of Hanover, and Molly his wife, then had issue living, 
John, Elizabeth, Catherine and Thomas. The will of Henry Robinson 
has been lost with most of the records of Hanover county, but that of 
his widow, Molly Robinson, was recorded in Essex. It was dated 
March, 1759, and proved October, 1761. The legatees were her son 
John, daughter Elizabeth Robinson, daughter Cate Robinson, son 
Thomas, daughter Joanna Robinson, son Henry (not of age), and 
daughter Anne Robinson. She bequeaths her watch and jewels, and 
refers to her deceased husband. Col. Peter Fountain, Mr. Cleavers 
Duke, Captain John Darracott, and son John Robinson executors. 
Henry® and Molly Robinson had issue : 


72. John® (of whom hereafter). 

73 Elizabeth. 

74. Catherine. 

75. Thomas.® 

76. Joanna, born April 15, 1755, died December 11, 1794, married 
December 1, 1770, Col. Wm. Overton Winston of Hanover 
county, who was bora in 1747 and died 1815. (Winston 
Bible.) 

77- Henry.® 

78. Anne. 


35. Cot. BeverRLEY® Rosinson (John’) was born in Virginia in 1723, 
and is stated to have gone to New York in 1745 as captain of an inde- 
pendent company from Virginia. He is also stated to have served 
under Wolfe at the capture of Quebec, in 1759. He married a rich 
heiress, Susanna, daughter of Frederick Phillipse, of Phillipse Manor, 
New York. His home, near West Point, was the ‘‘ Robinson House,”’ 
so well known in connection with Arnold and Andre. It is reported 
that he wished to remain neutral, but was over-persuaded by his Tory 
friends. However this may be, he joined the loyalists, raised the Royal 
American regiment and was appointed its colonel. At the conclusion 
of the war he went to New Brunswick, and was appointed a member of 
its first council, but did not take his seat, and subsequently returned to 
England, where he resided at Thornsbury, near Bath. He died here in 
1793. His wife’s great estate in New York was confiscated, and Colonel 
Robinson received from the English Government £17,000 sterling as 


compensation. 
(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 


SCHEDULE OF VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND EXPoRrTS, 1775. 


[The following list and comment are taken from a very interesting 
and rather mysterious book published at London in the year 1775, 
‘* American Husbandry. Containing an Account of the Soil, Climate, 
Production, and Agriculture of the British Colonies. By an American.’’ 
The author was pretty certainly not an American. If his name could be 
known it would throw some light on the character of the book, which 
is a surprisingly cynical, or may be matter-of-fact, analysis of America as 
a plantational region, existing solely for the behoof of the British 
exchequer. The author thinks it barely probable New England may 
wish to be independent. For the rest the book is an interestiug com- 
mentary, very likely at second hand, on the agricultural conditions of 
that critical time. Commercial statistics for the colonial period are not 
at once to be had, and these figures are therefore reproduced, taken 
from the third chapter under Virginia and Maryland of the second 
volume. Ninety-six thousand hogsheads as the combined tobacco 
export of these colonies in 1774 or 1775 is undoubtedly far below the 
actual figures. Dr. Schoepf, a careful observer, who was in Maryland 
in 1783, states that immediately before the war the tobacco export of 
Maryland was about 70 ooo hogsheads, and of Virginia about 90,000 hogs- 
heads.* Since at that time Kentucky was not, most of the hemp listed 
was doubtless raised in the Shenandoah and Cumberland Valleys. 


ALFRED J. Morrison. ] 


“To show the vast importance of these colonies to Great Britain, it 
will be necssary to lay before the readers the last accounts of their 
exports, from which we shall also see what proportion their common 
husbandry bears to their tobacco. 


Tobacco, 96,000 hogsheads, at Sl.....0...se000s - £768,000 
Indian Gorm, DORMS, DEAR, GEC. . 6 0:00.00 000 s000o00 30,000 
Wheat, 40,000 quarters, at 20S. .. ........-- —e 40,000 
RE SO NS. a veisinnn sn eemiacions eeeu 25,000 
Seth, BR RRR BE BED. ons conc ccvensionerionets 35,000 
Sassafras, snakeroot, ginseng, &c............... 7,000 





* Reise durch einige der mittlern und sudlichen vereinigten nordamerikani- 


schen Staaten. 
Erlangen, 1788, I, 543. 
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Masts, plank, staves. turpentine, and tar......... 55,000 
Flaxseed, 7,000 hogsheads, at 40S............... 14,000 
Pickled pork, beef, hams, and bacon....... neal 15,000 
Ships built for sale, 30 at 1,o00l............. nee 30,000 


Hemp, 1,000 tons at 211. (besides 4,000 tons more 
and 2,00u of flax worked up for their own use.) 





1 2S Ere r se esses 1,040,000 


‘‘Upon this table I must observe once more how extremely important 
these colonies are to the mother country. To raise above a million ster- 
ling, the greatest part of which are true staples and the rest necessary 
for the West Indies, with no fish, whalebone, oil, etc., commodities 
which some of the colonies have run away with from Britain by rivalling 
her in her fishing—possessing no manufactures, even to such a degree 
that all attempts to bring the people into towns have proved in vain, 
By manufactures, I mean those for sale ; for as to private families work- 
ing wool, hemp and fiax for their own use, it is what many do all over 
America, and are necessitated to do for want of money and commodities 
to buy them. A colony so truly important, I say, deserves every atten- 
tion from the mother country and every encouragement to induce set- 
tlers to fix in it. 

‘* But in this list of exports one article appears which demands par- 
ticular attention, | mean hemp. To the north of these colonies noue is 
exported ; on the contrary they import from Britain the hemp which 
we import from Prussia, which is brought from the Ukraine, paying this 
immense freight—a proof strong enough that they cannot raise it. In 
Virginia and Maryland the soil is much better than to the northward, 
and will yield it, which we find it does in large quantities, even to the 
amount of 100,00ol, an amount that is near a seventh of their tobacco 
besides flax. This is the commodity of all others which we most want 
from our colonies, for it is so necessary for our navy that we ought cere 
tainly to have it more within our command than it is at present, and the 
purchase carries away immense sums of money annually; to raise it 
therefore in America, and purchase it with our manufactures, is 
an object of the greatest importance. It is evident that if we are to 
expect kemp it must be from this part of that continent, and, conse- 
gently, here we should give our great attention. It is also a matter of 
great importance to know what the climate and soil of the country will 
do for so valuable a product as well as tobacco ; and their management 
is such that both may be cultivated to advantage on the same planta- 
tion, and it is well known that in America the profit on hemp, when land 
is found that will produce it, is as great as that on tobacco.” 
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VIRGINIA NEWSPAPERS IN THE NORFOLK, VA., PuBLIC LIBRARY. 


List of Virginia newspapers belonging to, or deposited with, The 
Norfolk Public Library: 


Gazette and Public Ledger.............scesceees July, 1807 to July, 1808 
éz a ~  ohkeaubaretene Nov. 15th, 1811 to Oct. 30th, 1812 
i ” J err Nov. 3d, 1813 to Oct. 12th, 1814 
zs 3 etal demote dire Nov. 12th, 1814 to Oct. 28th, 1815 
PERRET CIIOREIII oo i ieweeacupivescuen Aug. 25th, 1830 to Aug. 24th, 1831 
Oe ee eee July 2d, 1832, to Dec. 31st, 1832 
<3 re et Oct. 1st, 1834 to Dec. 31st, 1840 
es RON de pained pol weit dat wo 0 Se Jan. 1st, 1854 to June 3oth, 1854 
Southern Argus, 10 vols.............. Jan. roth, 1848 to Dec. 31st, 1852 
os OF) aD a ae pen ean <9 vis sO July, 1852 to Dec., 1852 
nis OC , seSalek cewisp eta send eee eee Jan. 1852 to July, 1852 
ys OO a ne ioe aS aie ac July, 1853 to June, 1855 
" Nena ice ab a taww anal +cat entree Jan., 1856 to July, 1856 
ne © Si euinn apes since Ute iret te keane July, 1857 to Dec., 1867 
= Fi yetdut ed wide ai aaa aiseioaaaen aaa July, 1858 to Dec., 1858 
” Feces eetecw ein ekaaenneneseedel July, 1858 to Dec., 1858 
sn ae err ee eT ee re re July, 1859 to Dec., 1859 
= Fe euked bieecn aan eee July, 1859 to Dec., 1859 
S| Spee we hay tn aah Ameer ane Jan., 1859 to July, 1859 
bs Mee Pet dense svsbvsneeoks ee ekeern Jan., 1860 to July, 1860 
- F  dubodeantisasages <n e¥s0 een Jan., 1860 to July, 1860 
Norfolk Virginian, 3 vols..............2eeeeees Nov., 1891 to May, 1893 
Public Ledger, 50 vols......... ....+--. Aug. rst, 1876 to Aug. 2d, 1gor 
Richmond S. W. Examiner’.............-..+:- Nov., 1854 to Dec., 1856 


Some Old Newspapers in The Norfolk Public Library, 
Diary of Woodfall’s Register. .... April rst to Sept. 20th, 1789 (London) 
City Gazette (Charleston, S. C.)......ccccscccsscess July to Dec., 1808 
Weekly Union (Washington, D. C.), April 27th, 1854 to March 26th, 1857 
The Campaign (Washington, D.C.)...May 31st, 1848 to April 11th, 1849 
Mow York Tribe, O06 . .. ccccsccvcdcvccinvcovee yee eaee 3 volumes 
New York Herald, 1856 ........ssesseeseees dhe Cb 68Kn wee es 3 volumes 





CLouGH.—Can you in Notes and Queries of your magazine give me 
the names of the parents of Ann Booker Clough, wife of Col. John 
Burton, and names of her children. Also can you give me the names of 
the parents of Bathurst Cocke Lacy, whose wife was Elizabeth Burton. 
Your delightful magazine gives rise to much family pride and much 


interest in the old folk. * * * 
Providence, R. I. 
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LETTER FROM WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, 1836. 


Waynesborough, Greene County, Pa. 
27th Oct., 1836. 
My dear Sir: 

Having a moment’s leisure this Evening, the first I have had for 
many days I have an opportunity to write to some of my friends. The 
late elections in this State must not alarm you. With the exception of 
Philadelphia and a few other places the contest was not between V. B. 
& myself but between the Masons and the Anti-Masons. The latter 
had used there authority so unanimously last winter as to create a 
general disgust not only amongst the Masons but many who were not. 
The Whigs too wise are excluded from office by Gov’r this 
occasions a general combination against the Anti-Masons & it burst 
like thunder upon them being entirely unexpected the Masons gen- 
erally are found in the Towns & Cities, the Anti in the Country. 
The latter were busied in putting in their grain having lost their whole 
crop the year before they would not stop seeding to go to the Election 
which in numbers fell short of the last years vote more than 25000 & 
much the larger part were Anti-Masons. In one instance the editor of a 
paper which supports me & which perhaps was the 3d which took me 
up voted and used all his influence against the Anti-Masonics ticket & 
in favor of decided V. B. Men. The Antis were totally unapprised of 
the intention of their opponents & calculated on their support did not 
counteract theirs as they might have done in many counties. As it is 
the contest will be a hard one. V. B. cannot beat me 2000 votes but I 
may beat him 6 or 8000. 

Do our friends make use of V. B’s declaration that the distribution of 
the Surpluss Revenue is unconstitutional, as they ought? 

With that distribution Ind’a may get on with her Internal improvement 
system. Can she without the aid of her share of the Surpluss? 

Do you make use of Van B’s attempt to restrict the right of suffrage ? 

I shall be at St. Clairsville the day after to-morrow & proceed from 
thence home by several towns which I am invited to visit. Rely upon 
it Virginia is safe. There was but a small majority to overcome at the 
last election & the changes in 4 Counties West of the Mountains will 
overcome that. Indeed there is no county in which there are not some 
changes. In my native County the people have been polled and there 
were but 17 against me. My love to Mary and Respects to the Governor. 





In haste yours truly, 


[ Addressed. ] 


W. H. HARRISON. 


William Sheets Esq’r 
Sec’y of the State of Indiana, 
Indianapolis, Ia. 


Waynesburg, Pa., Oct. 29, 1836. 
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KING WILLIAM COUNTY RECORDs. 
(From File Book No. 3 Containing Fragments from Records Partly 
Destroyed by Fire.) 
Contributed by Mr. W. B. CrIp.in. 

Hannah Hewlett of St. Johns Parish, King & Queen, to Thomas Carr, 
Gent, of said Parish and County. Contract binding over son Wm. 
Hewlett, age 6 years. Dated 1697. Witnesses Thomas Swan & Robert 
Snuggs. 





Land assigned by Robert Hancock, son and heir of Thomas Hancock 
to David Bray & Michael Sherman, said land that was formerly secured 
by patent to Charles Edmonds, Thomas Hancock and Richard Taylor; 
now reassigned to Lewis Davis, March 1st, 1698-9. Witnesses: Geo. 
Chapman, Benj. Arnold, Jo: Foster. 





Deed: Richard Allard & Damagmah, his wife, of Gloucester County 
and John White and Elizabeth, his wife, of same County, to Joseph Brown 
of King William, 1702. 





Richard Littlepage, of New Kent, deed, to Thomas Jones, of James 
City Co., 1702. 


Joseph Brown, Ambrose Lipscomb and William Johnson, aptd. to 
appraise estate of James Wheeler. July 14th, 1702. Report filed Aug. 
2oth, 1702. 





Thomas Bray, Gent, of St. Peters Parish, New Kent, to Lewis Davis, 
of King William Co., planter. (St. Johns Par.) Deed, 1702. 





Richard Littlepage, planter, of County of New Kent, to John Williams 
of King William, planter. Deed, 1702. 





John Pottivor, of St. Johns Parish, King William Co., to Hugh Owen, 
of New Kent Co., Gent. Deed, 1702. Witnesses: Benj. Arnold, 
Nathaniel Pynes, William Davis. 





Richard Wall, of Bristoll, merchant, gives power of Atty. to his friend 
William Noyes, 1702. Witnesses: Wm. Holliday & Richard Gissedge. 





Harry Beverley, county Surveyor of King William, 1702. 





Patrick Slaughter, Sr., and wife, Dorotha, to Wm. H. Quimby. Deed, 
1702. 
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Henry Slaughter, from Maurice Roberts, both of King William. 
Deed, 1702. Witnesses: Caleb P. Saunders & Wm. Isbell. 





Charles Fleming, of New Kent Co., to Robert Crawley, of James 
City. Deed, Aug. 20th, 1702. Witnesses: Jno. Austin & John Dood. 





Thomas Nichols to John Cauthorn, deed and power of Atty. to settle 
dower from Lobella, wife of Thomas Nichols, to Thomas Carr, proved 
by oath of Robert Napier, 20th Aug. 1702. Wm. Aylett, clerk. 





Samuel Beale, Esq., of city of Williamsburg vs. Carter Braxton, Esq. 
Suit, 1784. Mentions Geo. Braxton & Thomas Moore. 





Tunstall Banks & John McNabb, deed, slaves, to Geo. Braxton & 
Thomas Moore. 





Barnabas Lipscomb and Elizabeth, his wife, deed properiy ;to Wm. 
Banks, 1797. 





Collin Reddock (Riddick), Doctor of Medicine, of Hanover county, 
and Jane Wylie Beverley, widow. Marriage bond. Mentions her 
father, Richard Roy. 1797. 


John L. Lewis & Nathaniel B. Hill, justices. 1843. 





GRAVES’S FERRY, 1738. 

The Ferry commonly called Graves’s Ferry, over York River, near 
West Point, formerly kept by Robert Willis, is now kept by the Sub- 
scriber: Any Gentlemen that have occasion to cross the same, may 
depend in a speedy Passage, with 4 able Hands and a good Boat: 
Where likewise may be had Good Entertainment for Man and Horse. 


JoHN WALLER. 
From Virginia Gazette, March 16, 1738. 





REMAINING RECORDS OF STAFFORD COUNTY. 

Book L. 1699-1709—Wills, Deeds, Guardian’s Bonds, Ete. 
“QO. 1748-1763— “ . " “ 

*  P.  1755-1756— 


sc ee ‘é ac 


“6 S. 1780-1789— ‘6 ‘é “é “ 
Order Book (Indexed )-—1664-1658. 1689-1693. 
" 7), ea 
ig ns —1805-1 809. 


No original papers or marriage records. 
J. L. MritLter, Thomas, W. Va. 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 


Vircinias AttTirupE Towarps SLAVERY AND SECESSION, by Beverly B. 
Munford. pp. 330. Longmans, Green & Co., New York and Lon- 


don, 1909. 


It has always been a ground of just reproach to Virginia, that, with 
an incomparable fund of original documents and papers for an exact 
and comprehensive history of every side of her past, she has per- 
mitted so many of those sides to remain untreated, except in a frag- 
mentary, discursive, and superficial way. Early Colonial conditions 
have been described with more or less fulness; we have, in the 
biographies of the Revolutionary Statesmen, a fairly detailed account 
of the conditions distinguishing those times; and in the lives of the 
great Virginians of the Civil War, an even more detailed account 
of the events of that awful conflict. But where can we find an ade- 
quate presentation from a single pen, or even a couple of pens, of 
the conditions prevailing in the colony previous to 1776? And down 
to Mr. Munford’s volume, where would we have found an adequate 
presentation of the conditions prevailing in the State previous to 
1860? Had we read the biographies of John Randolph, John Tyler, 
General Wm. F. Gordon, Henry A. Wise, William C. Rives, and their 
contemporaries; had we turned over the pages of the legislative 
journals, or examined the columns of the local newspapers, we would 
have been able to obtain a general idea of Virginia’s attitude towards 
slavery in the long interval between the beginning and the middle 
of the nineteenth century; but was there a single book which treated 
exclusively of this momentous question, and its correlated subject 
secession? Not one. It has been reserved for Mr. Munford to sup- 
ply this deficiency, and to supply it with such learning and ability, 
with such elevation of view, and yet with such noble moderation of 
spirit, as to make his work practically definitive and determinative. 

There could not have been found in Virginia a man more tho- 
roughly equipped than Mr. Munford for the particular task which he 
has carried to so brilliant and impressive a consummation. Native 
talents of a very high order polished and ripened by the best culture 
of the schools; a mind trained by a distinguished career at the bar 
to sift, analyze and weigh facts and to arrange them in their logical 
sequence so as to give their presentation their fullest force; a vision 
so comprehensive as to take in the whole field of his subject as well 
in its national as in its local aspects; and finally, a spirit that is ani- 
mated by a fervent, yet broad and discriminating patriotism—such 
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were some of the fine qualities of mind and heart which the author 
of this remarkable book brought to the performance of his self-im- 
posed task. And there was still another advantage which he pos- 
sessed—an advantage which gave him as it were an insight by in- 
tuition into the motives which governed the Virginians in their strug- 
gle with the perplexities of their situation under the old regime—by 
descent, Mr. Munford belonged to the inmost circle of that social 
class, upon whom the burden of that situation fell by the force of 
circumstances. It is not simply from books, pamphlets, and journals 
that he acquired the profound knowledge and sympathetic under- 
standing which is reflected in every page of this volume—it was 
largely from his associations in early life with the men who had 
passed through that tragical era, who had participated in its principal 
events, and who never forgot the influences which controlled them 
and their fathers before them. But there is in this work no echo of 
passion or partizanry, which might have been caught from the lips 
of persons who had taken part in those controversies. A lofty im- 
partiality is revealed in every sentence, as if the subject was too 
great, the argument too high and serious, fer the author to descend 
to the display of the smallest prejudice in his discussion. The calm- 
ness of a philosophical retirement is reflected on every page, as well 
as the noble breadth of view, the ripeness, the serenity of thought, 
which comes to the scholar, who, in his seclusion, looks down, as 
from a height, upon the tumultuous conflicts of the past, and the 
surviving bitterness of the present. 

It is a sad but heroic story which Mr. Munford has told so pow- 
erfully. Indeed, there is nothing of its kind in all history more mov- 
ing. Virginia was never an independent nation in the true sense of 
that term, but the course of events in her annals, so graphically de- 
scribed by the writer of this book, leaves as definite and complete 
an impression as if those events constituted the history of a separate 
and distinct people of commanding influence in the affairs of the 
world. Virginia of the past—home though it was of statesmen and 
soldiers, of chivalrous men, and lovely women—rises before us in 
these pages like another struggling Laocoon entangled in the folds 
of an even deadlier serpent. The tragedy of the situation needed no 
unsuccessful appeal to arms to intensify its sadness and its sombre- 
ness. 

Why did Virginia seceede is the question which Mr. Munford asks 
and reiterates. Did she do so, he first queries, because, as her ene- 
mies loudly charged, she was an ardent and unswerving supporter of 
the institution of slavery? Her whole history from the middle of 
Colonial times down to the war proves, as Mr. Munford demon- 
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strates, that her people had small love for the institution. Long be- 
fore the Revolution, Virginia endeavored to put an end to the im- 
portation of slaves—she protested, she petitioned, but without avail. 
In 1774, she solemnly proclaimed through her Convention then in 
session, that she would neither bring in slaves herself, nor purchase 
those who had been brought in by others. In her Bill of Rights and 
in her first constitution, she reproached the English Government for 
inhumanity in refusing permission to prevent all further additions 
from without to her slave population. In 1778, her representatives at 
Richmond passed an Act prohibiting the slave trade; and in 1787, 
her representatives at Washington were most influential in causing 
the adoption of the Ordinance that forbade slavery in the Northwest 
territory. She expressed the most emphatic disapproval of the national 
legalization of the foreign slave trade until 1808. By her influence 
with Congress, she was most instrumental in passing the law requir- 
ing the President to use armed cruisers off the coast of Africa to 
bar the entrance of slave ships. Through President Tyler, her most 
distinguished citizen, she obtained, by the insertion of a clause in the 
Ashburton Treaty, the co-operation of Great Britain in that benefi- 
cent undertaking. 

Coincident with all these efforts to destroy that wretched traffic 
from without, Virginia, as Mr. Munford clearly shows, was eager to 
encourage gradual emancipation within her own borders. In 1872, her 
Assembly authorized manumission by deed and will, and in 1785, pro- 
claimed that all slaves brought into the State were, at the end of 
twelve months, to be liberated, if suffered to remain there longer. 
By 1810, there were thirty thousand free negroes among her popula- 
tion; and this number steadily grew by emancipation down to 1832. 
In 1831, the Turner Insurrection took place, and the Abolitionists 
of the North sprang into prominence, while, in the following year, 
the State legislature failed to adopt any measure for gradual relief. 
These three events had a reactionary influence—the number of pro- 
slavery men grew, and the obstructions to emancipation became more 
serious. But still the Virginians, as a body, were convinced that, in 
the dispersion or colonization of the blacks, lay the only hope of 
eradicating slavery. Liberations by will and removal of the freed- 
men to the West went on without cessation; the General Assembly 
appropriated large sums to promote emigration to Africa; private 
generosity supplemented these sums; colonization societies sprang up 
in many parts of the State under the presidencies of the first men 
in the community; while influential citizens were boldly proclaiming 
the evils of slavery. Though the institution remained, this alleviating 
spirit robbed it of its worst features. And had there been no inter- 
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ference from outside, it would, in all probability, have been gradually 
and finally abolished. With such a history as this in her relations 
to slavery, could it be justly said that Virginia seceded because her 
people wished to retain that institution? 


Admitting that the bulk of the slaveholders were anxious to pre- 
serve the existing status, were their number sufficient to carry all 
before them? Mr. Munford points out that in 1860 the States’ popu- 
lation was 1,047,299; and of this number only 52,128 were owners of 
slaves. One-third of these held only one or two bondsmen; one-half 
owned one to four, and but one hundred and fourteen persons pos- 
sessed one hundred or more slaves respectively. Moreover, of the 
424,099 slaves to be found east of the Blue Ridge, 128,303 were con- 
centrated in the region situated south of James River. The main 
body of the Virginians were small farmers, mechanics, and the like, 
and had no pecuniary interest in slaves, and therefore in approving 
secession were not impelled by a desire to safeguard that sort of 
property. 

Did Virginia secede because slavery made agriculture profitable, 
and because the preservation of the institution was the only hope of 
continuing that profit? Mr. Munford shows that the majority of her 
people looked upon slavery as the cause of her agricultural decline; 
and that they considered it the real reason why there was no im- 
migration into the State, and such an enormous emigration out or 
it. It was estimated that in 1860, not less than 400,000 Virginians 
resided in other commonwealths. 

Did Virginia secede because she wished to retain her ability to 
breed slaves for the Southern market? This is the common charge 
of Northern writers. Mr. Munford shows that such emigration of 
negroes as took place was ascribable, not to sales—though many 
were sold to Southern traders—but to the withdrawal of numerous 
freedmen to the West; the transportation of thousands of slaves in 
the company of their emigrating masters to the far South and the 
Southwest; and the removal of other thousands to the same regions 
by their owners, who, however, continued to reside in Virginia. The 
percentage of sales, always comparatively small, affected the interests 


of only a few slaveholders—certainly not enough to move the entire 
white population to precipitate the State into secession. How little 


slaveholding influenced either the Confederate officers or the Confederate 
rank and file from Virginia, is revealed in the fact that men like Lee 
and Johnston were not owners of slaves at all, while the proportion 
of owners in the private ranks was too insignificant to be considered. 

Did Virginia secede on account of the outrageous slanders of the 
Abolitionists of the North? Mr. Munford points out that the con- 
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spicuous members of that party, like Garrison and Wendell Phillips, 
were urging separation from the South—advocated actual disunion. 
Did she secede on account of the hostile attitude of the Republican 
Party? That party, after its success at the polls in 1860, had, through 
Mr. Lincoln and its majority in Congress, given the most positive 
assurance that slavery would not be disturbed where it already 
existed, and that even the doctrine of its exclusion from the territo- 
ries would not be pressed. Did she secede because she had no love 
for the Union? The reply to this is that she had been the chief in- 
strument in winning the independence of the country; in establishing 
its Constitution; in extending its boundaries. Was not the call for 
the Peace Conference issued at her instance in the hope that the final 
rupture might yet be averted? Was she not, like her greatest citizen, 
Robert E. Lee, prepared to make every sacrifice, unless it involved 
dishonor, to preserve the Union unimpaired ? 


Why then did Virginia seccede? She seceded because she was 
summoned by Mr. Lincoln’s proclamation to furnish trroops to aid 
in the coercion of her sister States of the South—a step that would 
have been in subversion of all those principles, upon which, in her 
view, the Union itself was founded. “Could the Government,” asks 
Mr. Munford, “deny to six millions of people the boon of independ- 
ence which they were seeking by orderly and peaceful methods, and 
still remain true to the principles of the great Declaration, to main- 
tain which the fathers of the Republic had fought and won the battles 
of the Revolution? Have people the right to determine for them- 
selves their political destiny? Are the just powers of government to 
be measured by the consent of the governed? These were the ques- 
tions, which, carrying their own answers, impelled the Virginian op- 
ponents of coercion in 1861, to stand as they believed for the political 
and ethical principles which the flag symbolized, rather than for the 
flag itself.” 

Such in brief outline are the several phases of Mr. Munford’s ad- 
mirable presentation of the subject of Virginia’s attitude towards 
slavery and secession. Taking it all in all, it is the ablest and 
fullest which we have of that subject, and is a complete vindication 
of the State’s course throughout those trying and perplexing times. 
The work itself possesses far more than a local and sectional im- 
portance, for its treatment of its general thesis is so comprehensive 
in substance and so broadly patriotic in spirit—it deals with ques- 
tions which reach over so constantly into the domain of national 
events and influences—that, from start to finish, the volume appeals 
irresistibly to every citizen of the Union who is interested in the 
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most momentous era of our National history since the close of the 


Revolution. 
Puitip ALEXANDER BRUCE. 


OUTLINES OF GENERAL History. By V. A. Renouf, B. A. Edited 
by W. S. Myers, Ph.D. The Macmillan Co., 66 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 


This is an Elementary History, intended primarily for use in High 
Schools and admirably suited to its purpose, meeting all the require- 
ments of a good school book. It is interesting and thoroughly teach- 
able. The text is clear, concise, and easily understood. The book is 
well made and beautifully printed, with numerous illustrations and 
excellent maps, and an appendix containing comprehensive chrono- 
logical tables and a compiete index. 

The author sees the world’s history from all sides—social, religious, 
political, literary, and intellectual. The great movements of history are 
clearly set out in their due order and relative importance, each topic and 
period receiving its proper share of attention. Mr. Renouf possesses in 
usual degree that sense of proportion and historical perspective so abso- 
lutely essential in books covering in brief space so vast a range of 
human history. It is safe to say that this book is certain to secure the 
commendation of any judicious teacher who may examine it. 


J. P. M,, Jr. 


CONCERNING THE Boyson Essay AND ITs DEFENCE. Prepared 1909 
by Morgan Poitaux Robinson [&c., &c.] [Richmond, Va.] paper 
pp. 46. 

Outside of the controversy, of which this pamphlet is a part, and 
which it is not intended to enter into, Mr. Robinson’s monograph con- 
tains some remarkable and valuable work. His tables, derived from 
census reports, of increase of population, increase of churches, churches 
to population, increase of educable population, increase of public schools, 
public schools to educable population, increase in academies and other 
schools, academies to educable population, increase of colleges, colleges 
to educable population, increase of educational institutions, and educa. 
tional institutions to educable population, show very great labor and 
thought, and are worthy of the careful consideration of students. 
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